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—Palm & Passion Sunday, April 5— 
 9 & 11 am Family Worship & KIDZ Church 
 Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
  Baldwin-Wallace Singers perform  
  Bach’s Cantata at both services 
10:00 am Confirmation Class 
11:00 am Bethel Bible Series 
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—Maundy Thursday, April 9—  
 7:30 pm  Pre-Service Music 
8:00 pm  Tenebrae & Communion Service 
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—Easter Sunday, April 12— 
6:30 am  Sunrise Service at FLC 
  Rev. Mark Simone leads worship 
7:30 am Work Camp Easter Breakfast 
  Fundraiser for the Van Fund 
9 & 11 am Family Worship 
  Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
  The Ensemble sings at 9:00 
  Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 
  Brass accompaniment at both services 
  Olson Bell Choir rings at both services 
  Infant baptism at 11:00. 
10:10 am Blood Pressure Screening 
11:00 am Bethel Bible Series 
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—Sunday, April 19— 
9 & 11 am Worship & Church School 
  Sermon by Rev. Mark Simone 
  The Ensemble sings at 9:00 
  Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 
10:00 am Confirmation Class 
10 & Noon Green Fair  
11:00 am Bethel Bible Series 
��� �
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—Sunday, April 26— 
9 & 11 am Worship & Church School  
  Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
  Ensemble sings at 9:00 
  Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 
  Children’s Choir sings at both services 
  New Stephen Ministers commissioned 
  at both services 
11:00 am Bethel Bible Series 
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—April 12— 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Worship Service at the Family Life Center 

Service led by Mark Simone and youth 
Easter Breakfast follows (Kickoff for fundraiser for new vans) 

 

9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Family Worship at Bell Street (Child care Infant-K) 
Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Coe Throckmorton 

Ensemble sings at 9; Chancel Choir sings at 11 
Olson Bell Choir rings at both services 
Brass accompaniment at both services 

������������������� ��� ��������������	)  
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from the desk of Dan DeWeese 

 On April 1, I begin a three-month sabbatical. My covenant with Federated, when I joined 
the staff in 1995, provides for one every five years. In thirteen plus years here, I have taken one 
sabbatical (April—June 2001).  It feels like the right time to take another one. 
 
 The Roman poet Ovid wrote about the importance of finding time for rest: "What is with-
out periods of rest will not endure."  Or Greg Hickman, a more contemporary prognosticator, 
writes on the subject in an online motivational newsletter, “In order to keep your mind, body and 
spirit in tip top shape, you need to turn down the heat and turn off the noise every once in a while. 
You need to know when you should let off the accelerator.”  
 
 So, for the next few months I’m going to “let off the accelerator.” In the gospel of Mark, 
following a particularly taxing time in the lives of Jesus and his disciples, he says to them, “Let’s 
go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile” (Mark 6:20).  I’m looking forward to the op-
portunity to do that. 
 
 While on sabbatical I plan to spend some time in the northwest, where I was born and 
raised and have lots of family. My mom, who still lives in her own home in Castle Rock, Washing-
ton, turns 91 on April 5 and I will be there to help her celebrate that milestone. Though her health 
remains relatively good, I am aware that fact can change rather abruptly and each day is a gift.   
 
 I have arranged to spend some time at Mount Angel Abbey, a Benedictine monastery near 
Salem, Oregon. It offers an opportunity to read, rest, reflect, pray and worship with the monks. In 
2001 I stayed a week at the Blue Cloud Abbey in Marvin, South Dakota, another Benedictine mon-
astery about 20 miles north of Watertown. The daily worship routine, the time for quiet reflection, 
the opportunity to read and journal and pray -- all seep into and affect one at the core of his/her be-
ing. I am hopeful that will happen during my sojourn with the Benedictines at Mt. Angel.  
 
 In May, I will be in Chicago for a few days, attending an Alban Institute seminar dealing 
with ministry in the later stages of one’s career. Having turned 62 on my most recent birthday, that 
seems particularly pertinent.  
 
 Though you will be out of sight, while I am away on sabbatical, you will not be out of my 
mind and heart. I will continue to think about you and pray for you. On July 1, I will step back into 
my role here with renewed energy and vision, ready to continue my ministry with and among you. 
As I depart for this time of extended sabbath, I do so with considerable gratitude to this faith com-
munity for permitting me the opportunity to "go off to a quiet place and rest awhile." 
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Tuesday, April 28 

 
 

7:30-9:00 p.m. in the  
Family Life Center Youth Room 

 
 

���

�������������	���������������	���
 

Led by Mary Senechal 
 

    What has grabbed our attention often determines our intention. 
As Christian women we are called to attend the God of grace, not the 

little gods of our culture that distract and clutter our lives. Explore 
ways to de-clutter and refocus on the practice of Sabbath keeping.   

Child care provided by pre-registering 
through the Church, 440-247-6490. 
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7:30 pm ~ Church Lounge.  
Come & join this group where the spirit is  
present in and among the men gathered. 
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8:00 a.m. (7:30 for donuts) in the Church Lounge.  

All men are invited to this interesting  
and spirit-filled gathering. 
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Walk the Outdoor Stations of  
the Cross on Good Friday 

 
 On Good Friday, April 10 at noon, an outdoor stations of 
the cross will again be celebrated beginning and ending at the 
Gazebo in downtown Chagrin Falls. Participants from the Chris-
tian churches of the Chagrin Valley area will journey two miles 
to commemorate the footsteps of Jesus Christ on his journey 
along the Way of the Cross. We will stop 14 times to pray and to 
reflect during the route and will conclude directly in front of the 
Gazebo in downtown Chagrin Falls. All Christians are welcome 
and encouraged to pray this journey with us.   
 It has become a tradition for members of the churches be-
longing to the Chagrin Valley Council of Churches (of which 
Federated is a member) to participate in the readings. This year 
we are looking for two people from Federated who would be 
willing to take part in this way. No preparation is needed –   
simply come a few minutes early to get your script.  If you  
are interested in participating in this way, please contact Susi     
Kawolics 440- 543-1301 or susi.kawolics@gmail.com). 
 From the early days of Christianity, followers of Jesus told 
the story of his passion, death and resurrection. Visitors to Jeru-
salem were anxious to see the sites connected to the journey of 
Christ.  Following the “way of the cross” became a part of the 
pilgrimage visit.  In the 16th century, when it was no longer easy 
or possible to visit the holy sites in Jerusalem, small reproduc-
tions of the way of the cross became popular. Shrines or stops 
along the way commemorated the holy places found on the 
route in Jerusalem.  The journey of the “Way of the Cross”  
remains a popular devotion for Christians even today. 
 For more information, contact the Church of the Holy    
Angels at 440-708-0000. 
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 If you are a person who likes to knit or  
crochet or do needlework, we’re hoping you’ll  
join us.  If we are not working on prayer shawls, we have our 
own personal knitting/crocheting or piece work to keep up with.  
 If you have yarn that might once have been your favorite 
and now isn't, we will be happy to accept the yarn and work it 
into a beautiful shawl.  So check your stash, and leave your do-
nation behind the reception desk or at the FLC marked "sit and 
stitch." Please join us at the ������� ����� �����
� ��� ���
�����
��
���	������  ��!�!�"�����#������$�� Call Helen Pointer, 440-
247-6799 for further info. 

Centering Prayer  
Workshop offered  

 
 Federated Church’s Contemplative Prayer Group and Con-
templative Outreach Northeast Ohio will host an Introduction  
to Centering Prayer Workshop on Saturday, May 2 from  
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Lounge at the Bell Street Church.  Every-
one is welcome – no need to have experience with centering 
prayer.  Come at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast, lunch is also included.  
Books will be available for purchase.  
 Contact Susi Kawolics, susi.kawolics@gmail.com or 440-543-
1301 with any questions, or to get a registration form. You may also 
contact Contemplative Outreach Northeast Ohio, www.coneo.org 
contact, Andrea Kneier 440-248-2244, or visit the national website 
for Centering Prayer at www.contemplativeoutreach.org. 

 

Our Open & Affirming Statement 
 We, the members of The Federated Church of Chagrin Falls, Ohio believe that God is still speaking and seek 
prayerfully to discern God’s plan for us today. Acknowledging God’s acceptance of us and Jesus’ commandment to love 
our neighbors as ourselves, we affirm our belief that we are one body in Christ. 

We welcome people of all races and ages, mental and physical abilities, marital status, gender or sexual orientation. 
We invite those from different backgrounds of economic class, ethnicity, and varieties of thought, expression and religious 
tradition to join us in our worship and to participate in the full life and ministry of our church.  

We celebrate the diversity of God’s creation and believe that every person is uniquely made in God’s image. We em-
brace the joy of being accepted and affirmed by God and by one another. We strive for justice and inclusiveness following 
Jesus’ example of love.  

 Central Council unanimously approved 
the Open & Affirming Statement presented 
at its February 3 meeting by the Open & 
Affirming Task Force. The congregation 
also affirmed the statement celebrating our 
diversity and inclusiveness at the Annual 
Meeting held February 22. 
 The statement was developed follow-
ing two years of gathering information, 
reviewing films and materials, studying 

scripture and exploring the experience of 
gay Christians in our society. The work of 
the task force included soliciting congrega-
tional feedback and culminated in the pres-
entation of five educational sessions to 
explore the issues of faith and homosexual-
ity. The final statement (see below) incor-
porated language from other church state-
ments as well as language suggested by 
members of the congregation at the last 

educational session. 
 We celebrate the work of the Task Force, 
the input of the members of the congregation 
and the support and leadership of the Central 
Council. 
 The members of the O&A Task Force 
are: Kevin McMunigal & Dan Kershner, Co-
Chairs; Judy Batdorff, Roy Nichols, Dave 
Pugh, Janet Peters, Edith Guffey, Pam Lynch, 
Dave Larson and Carolyn Cunningham. 

Central Council unanimously approves O & A Statement 
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Federated Church TOTS  
(Tiny Ones Together) 

Children ages 18mths. thru 3 years  
(non-toilet trained accepted) 

ENROLLING NOW FOR SUMMER 
~Mondays 7/13-8/3 ~ Wednesdays 7/8-7/29 ~ 

~ Fridays 7/10-7/31~ 
9:30-11:30 a.m. (no lunch, no co-op) 

$50.00 per 4 weeks -1 day a week session 
 

For more info contact Bev Mills  
440-338-3489 or 440-247-6490x216 

or bmills@fedchurch.org or berrrvyb@yahoo.com 
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 To my Sister Abby 
God, what is love? 
What truly is love? 
Is it the feeling you get around someone?  
No, it’s the care you give to someone, the  
power and the strengthening of your spirit,  
ever growing. 
God, do you truly love me? 
Is your love like a bird, flying endlessly? 
Or is it like a tree, rooted forever, growing  
and growing? 
God, I love you, not so I can rise to heaven  
and sit at your  table, but so I can enjoy your  
presence and be enfolded in  your love. 
God, love me endlessly as I love you. 
God, I know I sin, but I know you’ll forgive  
me, for my wrong doings. 
God, your love is infinite to me and to all. 

Composed by Ian Dunegan (8th Grade) 
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� Check your calendars, save the date, 
Vacation Bible School is going to be GR8! 

Vacation 
Bible 

School  

At our MEGA SPORTS VBS your 
children from 3 to 11 years will grow in 

faith and fellowship thru a variety of 
sports, upbeat music, interactive  

storytelling, and cool lessons reinforcing 
Bible truths about God’s game plan! 

Registration is limited! Deadline 5/31/09 
For more information call Bev Mills  

Head Coach of Vacation Bible School  
440-247-6490x216 VB

S 
‘0

9 

June 15-19 
9am—12pm 

 

 

@ Family Life 
Center 

 While our vans are well maintained 
and still useable, they are becoming old 
and we need to look ahead to begin replac-
ing them. Our senior high youth fellow-
ship, GROUP, use the vans frequently for 
longer trips, such as our work camps, 
which in recent years have taken us as far 
away as New Orleans and South Dakota. 
 To begin the conversation of a van 
replacement fund, the Leadership Team at 
GROUP voted to offer seed money to start 
a Van Fund.  GROUP gave the Church 

$5000 out of funds raised for work camps 
(non-budgeted by the Church – funds 
raised by GROUP) to begin a Van Fund 
account.  Elderlife matched the funds and 
Toni Cirino, our Financial Administrator, 
had set some money aside which was also 
added to the account.  Bottom line – we are 
half way there to purchasing a new van for 
the Church!!  Praise God! 
 In the weeks to come you will begin to 
see the expanding campaign to solicit do-
nations for the Van Fund.  Watch for the 

red gas can receptacles throughout the 
Church, and consider what you can do to 
help buy the first new van. This year’s 
Easter Breakfast, following the Sunrise 
Service at the FLC, will target the Van 
Fund for all donations to the breakfast. 
 GROUP hopes that other groups in the 
Church and many families will consider a 
gift this year to the Van Fund.  For more 
information, contact Mark Simone, 440-
247-6490x140. 

�� � � �� � 	
 � �� � 	 �� 
� � � � � � � � � 	
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It’s coming—The Van Fund! 
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Mobilizing 2000 ministers 
 The preliminary Staffing Study report 
unveiled at the Annual Meeting offers 
exciting opportunities for Federated. 
While we wait for more news from the 
Core Team, I’d like to focus on one such 
opportunity near and dear to my heart. 
Our consultant, George Bullard found 
that: 

Federated is a staff-led congre-
gation to a degree that makes it  
a staff–dependent congregation 
and the use of volunteers ap-
pears to be underdeveloped. 
This dependence on ministerial, 
program, administrative and sup-
port staff to provide leadership is 
unusually high in relationship to 
churches of similar size. 

 While it’s gratifying to have external 
confirmation of something both VV4ND 
and the Lay Ministry team had already 
observed, it’s time to talk about the ele-

phant in the living room. It’s time to focus 
on the factors that led to this over-reliance 
on staff and plot a path to stronger lay 
leadership. 
 Conversations with members and 
staff suggest that under the leadership of 
former pastors, Federated members were 
encouraged to obtain direction and/or ap-
proval from senior staff members before 
starting ministries of their own.   
 Whether or not this was true in the 
past, it’s safe to say that is no longer the 
case. Our senior pastor, Hamilton Throck-
morton, has affirmed since Day One his 
desire to see the members of this Church 
step into leadership roles. Many of our 
members have already done so. But many 
more need to do so if we are to live into 
our mission of becoming a church of 2000 
ministers. 
 Federated is filled with emotionally 
caring, intelligently concerned, deeply 

spiritual members. Passionate Christians 
who are wonderfully equipped to assume 
lay leadership of this Church. It’s time for 
every member to ask themselves “Where 
do I want to serve? For what leadership 
role am I best equipped?” 
 If you’re not sure how to answer 
these questions, come see me or any 
member of the Lay Ministry team. We 
have the tools and training to help you 
discover where God is calling you to act.  
 Or stop by the Ministries & Munchies 
table in Fellowship Hall. Every Sunday 
your fellow worshipers are there to show-
case their ministries and answer questions 
about how you can get involved. While 
you’re there, pick up a copy of the Circle 
of Connections and check out all the dif-
ferent ways Federated is making a differ-
ence in the world. 

~Peg Weissbrod,  
Lay Ministries Director 

 

Help Wanted 
 
   Looking for volunteers to 
help with the next Mission Mar-
ket event! Job entails product 
collection and market set up and 
sales. The next Mission Market 
will be held at the beginning of 
May.  
 
 Anyone interested please  
call Kate Schlagbaum 440-223-
2013. 

Get to know the  
UCC Camps 

 
 The Ohio Conference of the United 
Church of Christ has two camps with programs 
for children from grades 2 through 12.  In addi-
tion there are family camps and grandparent 
camps that serve people of all ages. 
 These camps are in beautiful settings 
within a two hour drive of Chagrin Falls.  They 
serve as an extension of our Christian Education 
program. 
 More information about these camps can be found in the Camp Catalog which 
can be picked up from the reception desk just in the Lobby off the parking lot. 

 

Angel Rides Ministry 
 
This ‘Angel 
Rides ministry’  
is ready to serve 
when and where 
needed. Need a 
ride to an ap-
pointment? We 
have volunteers 
who can get you 
there.  Call Pat 

Nichols at the Church (440-247-6490) and 
she will set the process in motion.  

 

Angel Food Ministry 
 
The new ‘Angel 
Food ministry’ is 
up and running! 
These volunteers 
are ready and anx-
ious to provide an 
emergency meal to 
an individual or 
family in need.  

Please call Pat Nichols at the Church (440-
247-6490) if you, or someone you know, 
could benefit from this.  

  

 

Next ministry, 
Angel 

Visitors  
 
Be watching in 
future issues of 
The  SPIRE for 
details about 

the newest ministry being formed, 
‘Angel Visitors.’ The need is there, 
and soon volunteers will be ready to 
answer the call. 
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Widowed Support Group  
will continue to meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays in April 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in the Church Lounge 
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 On April 19, after both Sunday services, your 
Green Committee is organizing a GREEN FAIR 
that will be set up in Fellowship Hall. The environ-
mental topics that are going to be covered by the 
committee so far are: lawns, cleaners, light bulbs, and 
plastic bags. We are looking for other Green People 
to add their favorite topic and a modest display (with 
or without handouts or samples) about that topic to 
our Fair. Some examples are: nature, air and/or water 
quality, alternative energies, reducing one’s “carbon 
footprint,” etc.  
 
 If you have a favorite topic and some materials to 
share, please contact Thea Mozingo at 440-708-9844 
or mozingo@windstream.net. Thea will procure a 
table for you;  you will be in charge of setting it up 
and having someone (you or a representative) present 
between services and for a short time after the second 
service.  
 
 If you have a Green interest and some resources 
to share, please contact Thea by April 11.     
 
 Thank you for sharing your Green Knowledge.  

Speakers:  Bill and Sue Berger 
Bill and Sue Berger, retired Kenston School teachers and long-
time Bainbridge residents, have a love affair going with science, 
teaching, animals and the whole Earth.  In July of last year, they 
joined a 14-day expedition, sponsored by the Cleveland Zoo and 
traveled to Borneo, an island in Southeast Asia, in search of the 
red ape (orangutan).  You won’t want to miss this wild adventure 
all in the comfort of the Family Life Center. 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � �  

����������������	�������
���
����� �
����

������
��� �
�
��!������"��
������#���

$�"	��%�&�"�	�
��""�'����

���

������(����#��� ���

Cost: $7 at the door!  
Reservations must be made by Friday, April 17 ! 

Federated Forum on Tuesday  
(this month only) April 14 

 
Beattie & Son's artistic displays of precious stones in its Euclid 
Avenue store window elicits fond memories for many of us. 
Ralph Beattie, the grandson of the founder and the company's last 
President will be our speaker at the April Federated Forum. 
Ralph's subject will be "The Romance of Precious Gems."  And, 
guess what, there will be a gem display!   
  An accomplished presenter, actor and director, Ralph has had 
a long acting and directing association with the Chagrin Valley 
Little Theater and The Hermit Club in Cleveland.  Join us at  
2:00 p.m. for a fun, nostalgic, and informative session. Arrive 
early for delicious "after lunch" refreshments.  

FLC Booking 
Spring &  

Summer Events 
 
 The weather may not show it, but spring has arrived and 
it’s time for celebrations! The Family Life Center is getting 
busy with bookings for birthday parties, graduation parties, 
wedding receptions and showers. The Hearth Room provides a 
cozy spot for that special celebration or if your group is larger, 
the Youth Room is the perfect setting. The Youth Room has 
been repainted with bright colors and has spruced up this space. 
For receptions or parties with more guests, the Great Hall has 
the perfect ambience. Don’t forget the beautiful Prayer &  
Memorial Gardens and Labyrinth for those photo ops!   
 The FLC had some new groups take advantage of our fa-
cility during the winter. A Business Expo of office supplies 
manufacturers took place in early March.  A market research 
company used the Youth Room for testing a product.  The Cha-
grin Athletic Association will be using the fields in the front of 
the building for lacrosse practice.  The Chagrin Falls Antique 
Show will take place again this year at the Family Life Center 
on Saturday, April 26, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
 To view photos of events at the FLC, look at The Feder-
ated Church website at www.fedchurch.org.   
 Please call Wendy Pierce, Director of the FLC, at 440-
247-6490x401, with any questions or to book your next event.  
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GROUP, our senior high youth program, is taking orders for Easter Lilies again this year.  The cost is $12/plant  
and may be purchased In honor of or In memory of a loved one or a friend.  Proceeds will go to help fund the  
annual Work Camp Trip that this year will go to Pipestem, West Virginia. Fill out the form below and get it to  
the Church, along with $12 for each plant. Your name and the name of the person(s) in whose name(s) you are  
donating will be printed in the Easter Sunday bulletin. You may take your plant home after the 11:00 service on  
Easter morning or donate it to a shut in. 
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone ___________________________________________________________________ No. of plants ______________ 
 

In memory of ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I will take my plant home _______ 
  

Please take my plant to a shut in _____ 
 

 Return this form and $12 per plant ordered to the Church by Wednesday, April 8. 

 The first meeting of the new Get-A-Life group at Feder-
ated was a huge success!  Recently six interested young adults 
gathered to evaluate if it was time to re-introduce our ministry 
for those in their 20’s and 30’s.  The answer is YES!  While 
only six could attend the first gathering, another eight expressed 
interest. 
 Our first gatherings, throughout the spring and summer, 
will be mostly for getting to meet others from the G-A-L age 
group.  In the fall, a program will be introduced that allows for 
topical discussions, Bible discovery and general life-support. 
 Our next two gatherings are: 
 Tuesday, April 14 – meet at the Family Life Center to 
car pool to Empress Court for Chinese food and some “getting 
to know you” stupid table games!  Each pays for their own meal. 
Over about 8:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday, April 28 – Possibility of a Bowling Night 
(details not confirmed at press time.)  However, bowling or not, 
we’ll get together. 
 Other events include the possibility of a boating day on 
Lake Erie, some summer surprise picnics, Blossom Music Cen-
ter for the Cleveland Orchestra, the patio at the Welshfield Inn 
for dinner, a Lake Erie Captains game and a progressive dinner.   
 Additionally, the group expressed a need for missions.  
We will target some possibilities for missions in Cleveland, with 
hopes of an overseas mission in a year to either Belize or Puerto 
Rico.  Exciting!!   
 To be added to our mailing list, or for details, please 
email Mark Simone at msimone@fedchurch.org. 

Sermons available as  
podcasts through itunes   

 
 You now have the opportunity to subscribe to one 
or all three podcasts - one for Hamilton, one for Mark 
and one for Dan. 
 As a subscriber, audio files of new sermons will 
automatically be downloaded to your computer or 
ipod as soon as they are posted to our website on 
Monday mornings.   
 The podcasts are free at itunes and can be found 
under the category “Religion & Spirituality/
Christian.” 

Needs grow as the 
economy gets tighter… 

 
 At Federated Church we have three ongoing 
special mission funds: the “Blue Envelope Fund,” the 
gifts we receive for this fund help us address emer-
gency needs of our neighbors and our own church 
family members; the “Hunger Fund,” which helps to 
provide needed items for area food banks as well as 
individual needs for food assistance; and finally, 
“Loaves and Fishes,” our monthly meal ministry at  
St. Paul’s Community Church.  The balances of these 
funds are getting extremely low. We would ask that 
you consider helping replenish these funds by either 
giving monthly or maybe a lump sum gift—whatever 
you can do will be a blessing.   Please consider a gift 
to one or all three of these important ministries. 

In gratitude, the Mission and Outreach Board 
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April 5 – 6:30 to 8:00 Questions about God. We’ll use some of 
the questions from the Confirmation Kids and add to them as a 
whole group. 
April 11 – SATURDAY  - Easter Breakfast  precook and ser-
vice rehearsal at the FLC.  Set up and cooking from 10:00am to 
1:00pm.  Service rehearsal at 11:00am. 
April 12 – Easter Sunrise Service and Breakfast at the FLC 
No Evening GROUP. 
April 14 - NO GUITAR CHOIR (Spring Vacation for some) 
April 19 – 6:30 to 8:00 Sex Talk 1 – Friendships, Relationships 
and Love.  Intro Q Box. 
April 26 – Loaves and Fishes - GROUP and Confirmation to St 
Paul’s for worship and to cook and serve lunch.  Leave by 
Church vans from the Church at 9:30am, returning around 3:00pm. 
Evening GROUP – 6:30 to 8:00.  Sex Talk 2 – Answering the Q 
Box 

A Quick Glimpse at May  
May 2 – May Road Trip I - Laser Tag!!!  Details to follow! 

 Work Camp News – work camp registration packets are 
available at GROUP or from Mark Simone.  Don’t hesitate to get 
signed up – the spots are limited this year. 
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Rotary  
‘Youth Exchange 

Host Family’  
opportunity 

 
 The Chagrin Valley Rotary Club will be 
hosting a student from Germany during the 2009-
2010 school year.  Hannes will be attending Chagrin 
Falls High School. He will be 16 in May. 
 
 If you live in the Chagrin Falls School Dis-
trict and are open to having an exchange “son” be-
ing part of your family for three months, we need to 
talk—now.  Please contact Rich Hansen: Home—
440-247-5807; Cell—216-952-1562 or Email—
cfrunner@sbcglobal.net for more detailed informa-
tion. 
 
 Hosting a foreign student can be a very en-
riching and rewarding experience for your family. 
With Rotary, you also have the support of two other 
host families and the 75 members of the Chagrin Valley 
Rotary Club. 
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SOS 
(Survivors of Suicide) 

 
Support Group 

 

~April 2~ 
 

7:00 pm 
 

in the 
Church Lounge  
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  Your generosity is instrumental in providing 
hope for the youth and families of our community by im-
pacting them with practical training, delivered with God’s 
love.  It enables us to provide our neighbors with valu-
able and sustainable Workforce Development—which 
includes Hard Skills Training, Computer and Financial 
Literacy, Leadership Development, Educational Enrich-
ment and Mentoring—all from a Biblical perspective. 
  We are able to create indigenous leaders, equip 
them with practical skills, and watch them succeed. We 
thank you again for your partnership and look forward to 
the great work God has entrusted to us. 
  With gratitude, 
  Christopher Whitmore 
  Executive Director, Scranton Road Ministries 

��������
To all of my Friends at Federated., 
 There are no words that can express my apprecia-
tion for all of the cards and notes I have received during 
this round of Chemotherapy. When I was feeling rather 
poorly, I would receive another card in the mail encour-
aging me to hang in there and prayers were coming my 
way.  I have been the recipient of many, many cards over 
the years whenever I had medical issues and cannot tell 
you how these cards and notes can cheer you. 
 Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
  Jan Knieriemen 
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Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
...............................hamthrock@fedchurch.org 
Rev. Mark Simone msimone@fedchurch.org 
Rev. Dan DeWeese  
............................ ddeweese@fedchurch.org 
Toni Cirino.................. tcirino@fedchurch.org 
Patti Consolo...........pconsolo@fedchurch.org 
Marty Culbertson....mculbert@fedchurch.org 
Jeannette Davis Ostrander.. jdaviso@alltel.net 
Carol Fishell...............cfishell@fedchurch.org 
Bill Foley................billfoley@windstream.net 
Pat Haynish..pat.haynish@chagrinschools.org 
 

 

Jannine Mason........... jmason@fedchurch.org 
Bev Mills......................bmills@fedchurch.org 
Pat Nichols...............pnichols@fedchurch.org 
Wendy Pierce ...........wpierce@fedchurch.org 
Jodie Ricci.............. jricci26@roadrunner.com 
Mary Senechal......msenechal@fedchurch.org 
Melinda Smith...........smithm@fedchurch.org 
Marcia Snavely......marciasnavely1@aol.com 
Larry Trace ................... ltrace@fedchurch.org 
Lisa Vitantonio............ lisavit@fedchurch.org 
Peg Weissbrod....pweissbrod@fedchurch.org 
Kate Young................kyoung@fedchurch.org 

Staff e-mail addresses 

Dear Friends, 
 With the generous support of the Federated 
Church’s 2007 Christmas Eve Offering, MedWish was able 
to expand our Recover, Recycle, Redistribute Program by 
over 100% in 2008, resulting in the following accomplish-
ments: 
· 451,788 pounds of medical items recovered (diverted) 

from local landfills. 
· 315,138 pounds of medical supplies, equipment and hos-

pital furnishings redistributed to recipients providing 
healthcare to the poor in developing countries globally. 

· 47,962 pounds of unusable supplies alternately recycled. 
· 192 requests for medical humanitarian aid filled by 

MedWish International. 
 Your actions and generosity have provided hope and 
healing to many around the world. 
 We look forward to continuing our work with mem-
bers of Federated Church, including the Children’s Ministry, 
the Sparrow Village project, and other volunteer opportuni-
ties.  I extend an open invitation to all members of Federated 
Church to join MedWish in any capacity as we continue our 
efforts in making a world of difference. 
  Tish Dahlby 
  Executive Director, MedWish International  �

�������  
To my Federated Church Friends: 
  Your prayers and cards are greatly appreciated.  I 
am recovering well from my spinal surgery.  Thank you so 
much for your thoughtfulness. You have been very helpful 
during this difficult time. 
  Sincerely, 
   Don Rinkoski 
 

�������  
Dear members of Federated Church, 
  We greatly appreciate your support of Scranton Rd. 
Ministries C.D.C.  We trust that the Lord has refreshed you, 
as your generous partnership has been a source of encour-
agement to us.  Thank you for the warm reception you ex-
tended to us during our visits, as it was a pleasure to meet 
many folks.  We look forward to continuing the conversa-
tion, and the partnership. 



THE STAFF OF THE FEDERATED CHURCH:   Rev. Hamilton Coe Throckmorton, Senior Minister; Rev. Mark Simone, Associate Minister, Senior High Youth Program Director; Rev. Dan DeWeese, Associate Minister, 
SingleLife & Elderlife Director; Mary Senechal, Interim Spiritual Life Associate; Toni Cirino, Director of Operations & Finance; Peg Weissbrod, Director of Lay Ministries; Bev Mills, Director of Children’s Ministries—
Infant-K; Jannine Mason, Director of Children’s Ministries—Grades 1-6; Carol Fishell, Asst. Director of Children’s Ministries—Grades 1-6; Lisa Vitantonio, Admin. Asst. for Children’s Ministries; Marty Culbertson, Junior 
High Youth Program Director; Wendy Pierce, Family Life Center Director; Bill Foley, Director of Chancel Choir and Men of Chagrin; Jodie Ricci, Director of The Ensemble; Jeannette Davis Ostrander, Director of FORTE; 
Pat Haynish, Children’s Music Ministry Coordinator; Marcia Snavely, Organist; Patti Consolo, Financial Assistant; Kate Young, Bulletin Editor; Pat Nichols, Pastoral Care Coordinator and SPIRE Editor; Melinda Smith, 
Membership and Web Administrator; Larry Trace, Properties Manager;  Jamie Carlton, Larry McGurer, T.J. Moyer, Don Newrones, Daniel Nicholl, Mike Swigonski, Gordon Vojtech, Bill Walker, and Curt Wells, Custodi-
ans; Tosh Whaley, “God’s House” Keeper. 
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Men’s Retreat 
 

Friday and Saturday, April 24 & 25 
at the Bertram Inn in Aurora 

 

Break the chain of stress during these  
trying times through the Power of Prayer. 

    
 Plan now to join us for this year's Men's Retreat scheduled for April 24 & 
25. We will be retreating at the Bertram Inn and Conference Center in Aurora. We've 
gotten a deal that makes this luxury site very affordable.  
  
    Join other men from the Church (and beyond) as we explore prayer in our lives 

and its power in getting us through the economic and social turmoil of our time. We will convene Friday eve-
ning, April 24 about 6:00 for a light dinner, and finish Saturday afternoon about 4:00. Price is $120 for dou-
ble occupancy in Bertram's luxurious rooms. 
 
 Come join us for a weekend of fun, fellowship, growth – and answers. Contact the Church to regis-
ter, 440-247-6490. Questions call Barry Biggin, 440-543-9817; Don Cassaniti, 440-829-9335; or Hal Maskiell, 
440-829-0482. 

This is real world stuff for real world stress and pain. 

  


