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—Sunday, May 3— 
 9 & 11 am Family Worship & KIDZ Church 
 Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
 FORTE sings at both services 
 2nd graders lead Lord’s Prayer 
10 & 12 Noon Teacher Recruitment 
10:10 am  Mid-Hour: Speaker from  
  South Africa 
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—Sunday, May 10— 
Mother’s Day 

9 & 11 am Worship Services 
  Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
  The Ensemble sings at 9:00 
  Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 
  Leap of Faith Dancers at both services 
10 & 12 Noon Teacher Recruitment 
10:10 am Blood Pressure Screening 
Noon  IHN Guests arrive at FLC 
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—Confirmation Sunday, May 17— 
9 & 11 am Worship & Church School 
  Sermon by Rev. Mark Simone 
  The Ensemble sings at 9:00 
  Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 
10 & 12 Noon Teacher Recruitment 
10:10 am Mid-Hour: Book Study  
  Interest Session 
��� �
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—Blossom Sunday, May 24— 
One 10 am Service at FLC 

10:00 am Family Worship  
  Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
  Chancel Choir sings  
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-Music Appreciation Sunday, May 31- 
9 & 11 am Worship Services 
  Sermon by Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
  The Ensemble sings at 9:00 
  Chancel Choir sings at 11:00 
  Children’s Choir sings at both services 
  Olson Bell Choir rings at both services 
  Leap of Faith Dancers at both services 
10 & 12 Noon Teacher Recruitment 
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Come, follow                     , be a 
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in our Church School Ministry 2009–2010 
~ sign up on Sundays  

during May in Fellowship Hall ~ 
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IHN:  A hand up—not a hand out 
  

‘Do not forget to entertain strangers, 
For by doing so some people have 

Entertained angels without knowing it.’ 
                                    Hebrews 13:2 

 
How many of us have seen our savings, retirement plans, work benefits and salaries 

dwindle? Most of us know someone who has lost a job as well. These are tough times for all. 
And how do we respond? We scale down, cut back and do without in order to adjust to our per-
sonal circumstances. Maybe a relative will help us. Maybe we planned wisely in the event of 
this economic environment. Maybe we feel insulated from it all. I would venture to guess that 
whatever our situation, most of us feel we have a place at least to get a hand up should we fall. 

 
But what of those who started OFF with next to nothing? How do people living pay-

check to paycheck adjust when there is no ‘6 month cushion’ - and a job loss, an illness, or 
wake-up call to remove the kids from a terrible living condition strikes…and there is no family 
to lend a hand up (let alone a bailout) and they are left homeless. 

 
What of the children in these families? Forget college funds – they need food and a roof 

over their heads and insurance that during these awful times, someone cares enough to take time 
to help them smile. Someone to create a happy memory in the midst of the chaos of homeless-
ness. Someone like you who will let them know God sends people to help in times of need.  

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Cleveland is a private, non-profit organization 

that provides overnight hospitality, meals and support to homeless families through a network of 
56 religious congregations and social services through a team of dedicated, professional staff at 
the IHN centers.  

 
IHN participants are taught to fish. No handouts; just a multi-faceted hand up. Federated 

Church has been an ardent supporter of this mission in several capacities. Mark your calendars 
for the next scheduled IHN host weeks May 3 through May 17! There are scores of opportuni-
ties available, so please take a moment to peruse the boards located across from the reception 
desk in the Lobby.  It takes 120-140 volunteers to help a host week succeed. 

 
Times are hard for you, too, and we understand that.  But would you take a moment to 

prayerfully consider whether you could survive devastating change without someone there to at 
least offer to play with your child so you could sit and think? As a congregation it is merely our 
job to share love, time and maybe a meal (or part of one) while our guests are learning to fish – 
no bailouts here. Just compassion. 

 
Please. Lend a hand up… our guests need the support as they learn to fish.  We promise 

you’ll find your spiritual net full of smiles. 
 

  � �����������	��	 �
   IHN Coordinator 
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7:30 pm ~ Church Lounge 
~ May 26 ~ 

Come & join this group where the spirit is  
present in and among the men gathered. 
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8:00 a.m. (7:30 for donuts) in the Church 

Lounge.  All men are invited to this interesting  
and spirit-filled gathering. 

May Yoga Offerings from Tributaries 
 

Healing Heart Yoga in the Village with Paula Gardner  
Saturday mornings 9:00-10:15 continuing through May 23 

Fellowship Hall   ~  $60/6 week session; $12 drop-in 
Bring yoga mat, blanket or towel.  Wear comfortable, loose clothing. 

No pre-registration necessary 
 

Gentle Yoga with Polly Manke 
Continuing through May 26 and 28. 

Tuesdays, 9-10:30 am   or  Thursdays, 9-10:30 am 
Family Life Center Youth Room  ~  $70/7wks or $12 drop-in 
Bring yoga mat, blanket or towel.  Wear non-restrictive clothing. 

No pre-registration necessary 
 

For additional information about class content or presenters, please 
refer to the Tributaries website at www.fedchurch.org/tributaries. 
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Two Mid-Hours in May 
May 3—Mark Simone has invited a friend from South Africa, who will be visiting in the Ohio area, to come and speak at Mid-
 Hour.  This session will take place in the Lounge. 
 
May 17— Book Discussion Interest session in the Chapel. Led by Anne Masters and Linnea Rostek. 
This Mid-Hour is especially for those who, on the “Interests & Skills” Survey, indicated an interest, or anyone else who is interested 
in being part of a book discussion group, please join Linnea and Anne  to discuss the logistics and details of setting up a book study 
group that will begin in the fall. Come with your suggestions:  book titles, meeting times/dates; place; etc. If you are unable to at-
tend this meeting, but are interested, please call the Church or email Linnea at linros65@hotmail.com with your input. 
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Federated Church Legacy Fund 

WILL SURVEY 
 

Did you know that 70% of Americans die without making a will and as a result lose 
control over how their estate is distributed?  Every adult needs a current will, if for no 
other reason, to save family members unnecessary time and expense. To assist our Feder-
ated family with this important document, the Legacy Board will be sponsoring informa-
tional seminars to help you create or update your will.   

Please fill out the following survey and return it to the Church as soon as possible 
(Note: online surveys are automatically forwarded from the website.) Your participation 
will not only let us know in which areas you have questions and concerns, but will also 
guide you along the process and introduce issues you may want to consider.   
 
 1. Please check your age group:  18-29 ___  30-49 ___  50-64  ___  65 and over ___ 
 
 2. Please check one: single __ married __ separated ___ divorced ___ widowed ___ 
 

3. Number of dependent children: ______   Ages:__________________________ 
 
4. Do you have a will?     

Yes ____    No ____    If yes, in what year was it signed?  _______ 
 
5. If you have a will, have there been any changes in your circumstances since your 

will was prepared? (Such changes might include the birth of additional children or 
grandchildren, your children becoming adults, a change in your state of residence, 
marital status, asset base and/or its composition, or expected beneficiaries.)     

 

Yes ____     If so, please specify________________________ 
 No ____     
 

6. If you have a will, have you included the church in your will?   Yes __   No __ 
 
7. Would you consider including the church or church-related institutions in the  
 future? Yes ____    No ____ 
 
8. Which, if any, of the following topics might be of interest to you? 
 ____A. What is a will?   
  ____B. Why should I have one?   
 ____C. What happens if I die without a will?  
 ____D. How often should a will be reviewed? 
 ____E. Can I avoid probate if I put all property in joint ownership? 
 ____F. Who should be named executor and guardian?  
 ____G. What is the probate process and how long does it take? 
 ____H. Other: __________________________________________________ 
 
9. Are there any other areas of interest or concern on which you would like the 

church to provide information?  
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for your participation. Providing your name and address is entirely op-
tional, but we hope you will! 
 
Name : ____________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip code: _________________________ 

Communities in  
Conversations 

 
 The Chagrin Falls Branch of the 
Cuyahoga County Public Library will 
host “Communities in Conversation.” 
“Communities in Conversation” are com-
munity-based interfaith study and discus-
sion groups, co-sponsored by the Chau-
tauqua Institution and local libraries, in 
which individuals from different faith 
communities meet and, in informal dis-
cussion based on the readings provided, 
learn about each other’s beliefs and prac-
tices. This program will begin on April 
28 and registration is preferred.  Please 
call 440-247-3556 if interested 
 
Dates are: April 28, May 5, 12, 19, 26, 

and June 2 at 7:30 p.m.  
 

Part I: Judaism, Christianity and Islam   
A 6-week, scholar-led, interfaith study 

and discussion group exploring 
three great religions and their  

modern relationships. 

 I recently spent a day at the Tem-
pled Hills Camp and the Pilgrim Hills 
Camp, operated by the Ohio Conference 
of the United Church of Christ, and was 
reminded again that these camps are 
beautiful jewels. 
 
 On these two work days I saw how 
these camps are beautifully maintained.  
They are each in a lovely wooded setting 
within a two hour drive of Chagrin Falls. 
 
 More information about camp pro-
grams for children grades 2 through 12 
can be found in the Camp Catalog which 
can be picked up from the reception desk  
just inside the Church Lobby off  the 
parking lot at Bell Street.  
   ~ Jim Meyer 

UCC Camps Are 
Beautiful Jewels 
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Federated Church  

TOTS  
(Tiny Ones Together) 

 Children ages 18 months  
thru 3 years  

(non-toilet trained accepted) 
 

ENROLLING NOW FOR  

SUMMER 
 

~Mondays 7/13-8/3 ~  
~ Wednesdays 7/8-7/29 ~ 

~ Fridays 7/10-7/31~ 
9:30-11:30 a.m.  

 
(no lunch, no co-op) 
$50.00 per 4 weeks  

1-day-a-week session 
 

For more info contact  
Bev Mills 440-338-3489  
or 440-247-6490x216 

or bmills@fedchurch.org  
or berrrvyb@yahoo.com 
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 In Church School at the 2nd grade 
level, a major emphasis is learning and 
connecting with the meaning of the 
Lord’s Prayer.  Each Sunday, Shep-
herds will gently guide the children in 
exploring, understanding and memoriz-
ing a section of this important prayer 
that Jesus taught us.   
 
 Rev. Throckmorton has invited the 
2nd grade class to lead the congregation 
in the Lord’s Prayer on May 3, a Fam-
ily Communion Sunday.  Through 
prayer our children learn to open their 
hearts and minds to God, building a 
closer relationship, a better understand-
ing, a deeper faith, and a knowledge 
that we are bonded in Christian fellow-
ship and grace with other believers 
around the world! 
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Teacher (Nursery to Kindergarten)   _____       
Adult Shepherd (grades 1-6) _____  
Substitute Teacher _____ Name_____________________________________ 
Workshop Leader (5 weeks only) _____  
Classroom Set-Up / Prep _____ Phone #___________________________________ 
Youth Shepherds _____  
Grade/Time Preference   ____________________________________ 

A d u l t  O p p o r t u n i t i e s 
—Teacher-Nursery— 

Loving adults are needed to care for our 
youngest Federated Family members!! 

—Teacher- Preschool thru K— 
Loving adults are needed to teach chil-
dren in the preschool, pre-K and kinder-
garten classrooms. These positions re-
quire a full school-year commitment but 
can certainly be shared. Orientation is 
provided and Youth Shepherds (HS stu-
dents who assist the class) are available 
to help. 

—Adult Shepherd (Grades 1-6)— 
This adult position involves “shep- 
herding,” or guiding, a particular grade 
for the entire Church School year. Each 
Sunday, the Shepherd greets the chil-
dren, leads them in prayer then helps the 
Workshop Leader (who is responsible 
for the day’s lesson). The Shepherd is 
the person responsible for the cohesive 
nature of the class and who really gets to 
know the children!  “Team teaching,” 
whether shared by friends or spouses, is 
an excellent mode for shepherding since 
it affords flexibility.  Shepherding in-
volves little preparation, but a significant 
commitment of love and time.  Orienta-
tion is provided and loving Youth Shep-
herds (HS students who assist the class) 

are available to help. 
 —Substitute teacher— 

We have an enormous need for reliable 
substitutes. This list of wonderful assis-
tants is called upon to fill in for a Shep-
herd or Workshop Leader in the event of 
a planned absence. The need is usually 
every month or so but with a strong sub 
list, we rarely find the need for individu-
als to fill in more than three times per 
year.  

— Workshop Leader — 
This adult position involves learning one 
lesson and teaching the same lesson to a 
different grade each week for a five-
week period.  The lesson (which you are 
invited to ‘tweak’ as you see fit), in-
cludes materials and orientation is pro-
vided. An adult and his/ her spouse or 
teenager can fill this position together.  
The beauty of workshop leading is the 
ability to do the same lesson over and 
over while reaping the benefits of the 
learning curve! 

—Classroom Set-Up / Prep— 
This is a great opportunity for an adult 
who needs a flexible commitment but 
still wants to be a part of the Church 
School experience.   Essentially, you 
would assist in setting up classrooms 
during the school year OR help the Chil-

dren’s Ministries team prepare items for 
upcoming classes (cutting, pasting, fold-
ing, etc. that may be done at home).  

Youth Opportunities 
—Youth Shepherds— 

Opportunities abound for our youth 
grades 10 and up! Our “Youth Shep-
herds” are invited to help in Nursery 
through 6th grade classes where they can 
help share the Word of God with the 
same group of children throughout the 
year. This is not only a wonderful ap-
proach to High School service hour re-
quirements, but a lovely way to forge 
relationships with other teens and adults 
in addition to the children! Additionally, 
teens gain  confidence and develop 
greater poise while role modeling to our 
younger tenders! 
      Please visit us at the sign up area in 
Fellowship Hall Sunday mornings dur-
ing May where we can answer questions 
and help you find a place on The Chil-
dren’s Ministry Christian Education 
Team. “Recruitment Guide” sign up 
form is below if you’d like to volunteer. 
      In partnership,  

The Children’s Ministries Team 
Bev Mills, Carol Fishell, Jannine      

 Mason, Lisa Vitantonio 
 

��������������

Which of these “opportunities” speaks to you?  Sign up below, put the slip in the Collection Plate  
or give it to one of the Children’s Ministries Team 
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New Federated Ministries Starting 

Angel Visitors Starting Up! 
 Offering yet another way to reach out 
to your fellow Federated family, the Con-
gregational Care Team announces the 
beginning of Angel Visitors. This third 
branch of the care ministry at Federated is 
taking off in a big way under the direction 
of Chuck King. 
 If you or someone you know is in the 
hospital or recovering at home and would 
appreciate a friendly visit from a Feder-
ated member, please let Pat Nichols in the 
Church Office know. Pat will pass the 
name and details on to Chuck King who 
will marshal his visiting Angel troops. 
(Since Chuck leaves for Michigan in 
May, Jeri Schaffer will arrange the Angel 
Visits in his absence.) 
 If you would like to JOIN the Angel 
ranks, call or email Chuck King to pro-
vide Angel visits; Lynde Vespoli to pro-
vide Angel Food; and Sue Mansour to 
provide Angel Rides. 
 
Brand New Garden Ministry Starting!  
 The Norling Prayer & Memorial Gar-
dens are the crown jewel of our gorgeous 
Family Life Center. But even the bright-

est jewels need polishing and attention to 
keep them shining brightly. 
 Originally planted in the fall of 2003, 
the gardens are ready to be spruced up. 
Bill Walker, the staffer who devotes 
much of his growing-season time to the 
FLC, maintains them with love and atten-
tion. But plenty of TLC is required on a 
day-to-day basis. 
 Our congregation is filled with mem-
bers and friends who love to garden. And 
with the return of Kathy & Jack Kinley to 
Federated, we have a pair of  energetic 
leaders ready to lead our legions of weed-
pulling, rake-wielding volunteers in an 
organized fashion. 
 Jack and Kathy are eager to work 
with other Federated “green thumbs” un-
der the direction of Lauren and Dennis  
Barriball’s landscape expertise. Neither 
an advanced degree in horticulture nor  
long hours on your knees are necessary, 
just enthusiasm and a desire to preserve 
the beauty of the Norling Gardens. Work 
hours will be totally of your choosing. 
Whether you can make a weekly commit-
ment or just want to come out and “play 
in the dirt” as your time permits—we can 

use your talents. Bring your favorite gar-
den tools; Bill Walker will have contain-
ers, bottled water, etc. 
 If you share Jack and Kathy’s pas-
sion for gardening and have a few min-
utes to give back to Federated by working 
on gardens, they want to hear from you.  
Call Kathy or Jack at 330-995-0221 
(jakinley@att.net). If you’re more of a 
late bloomer but would like to learn more 
about this new gardening ministry, watch 
for more details to sprout in the coming 
weeks.  An informational meeting with 
landscape tips provided by Dennis Barri-
ball is in the works! 
 

Other Volunteer Opportunities 
 And speaking of our lovely gardens, 
several tons of new mulch are being 
delivered to the Family Life Center on 
May 9.  If you have a strong back and an 
hour or two to spare, you’re needed to 
help move the mulch into place. Call the 
Church Office, the Family Life Center, or 
Larry Trace to volunteer.  Thank you! 

  
~ Peg Weissbrod 

Director of Lay Ministries 

From the Financial Office 
 
   03/31/09  03/31/08 
     
Total Donations $495,194  $542,980 
Other Income    93,843**      33,882 
Expenses   457,574   463,263 
   ---------  ---------
Cash In Bank $131,463  $113,599 
 
**includes $58,591 from 2008 surplus 
 
 Donations are down by about 9% compared to 
last year at this time. Because of the use of 
our 2008 surplus, our cash in the bank is ac-
tually better than last year. 
 
 Expenses to date are slightly under  budget.  
You can help us by paying your pledges and do-
nations on a regular schedule; you can help us 
even more by paying ahead of schedule! As al-
ways, we thank you for your generosity. 

 
   ~ Toni Cirino  
     Director of Finance  

Healthcare a different way 
 
 The Social Justice Committee is hosting a showing of 
the film “Sick Around the World” on Friday evening, 
May 1 at 7 pm in the Lounge at Bell Street.  The docu-
mentary film was shown on the PBS show FRONTLINE 
and explores how other countries around the world run 
their healthcare systems. Are there lessons we can learn 
from these other countries? Are their cultural differences a 
barrier or a bridge to a better way to provide health care in 
America?  FRONTLINE correspondent T.R. Reid exam-
ines first-hand how other advanced capitalist democracies 
– United Kingdom, Japan, Germany, Taiwan and Switzer-
land – deliver healthcare and what the United States might 
learn from their successes and their failures.   
 We are also pleased that Thomas G. Pretlow, M.D., 
professor of Pathology at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity will be here to give a short presentation on the Na-
tional Health Care Act that is being considered by con-
gress and supported by many doctors, nurses and health-
care activists.  A discussion will follow. 
 We hope you will join us for this informative presen-
tation and discussion. 
   Dan Kershner,  Chairperson 
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Widowed Support Group  
will meet on the 

2nd Monday (only) in May 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in the Church Lounge 

FLC booking 
spring &  

summer events 
 

 The weather may not show it, but spring has arrived and 
it’s time for celebrations! The Family Life Center is getting 
busy with bookings for birthday parties, graduation parties, 
wedding receptions and showers. The Hearth Room provides a 
cozy spot for that special celebration or if your group is larger, 
the Youth Room is the perfect setting. The Youth Room has 
been repainted with bright colors which has spruced up this 
space. For receptions or parties with more guests, the Great 
Hall has the perfect ambience. Don’t forget the beautiful 
Prayer & Memorial Gardens and Labyrinth for those photo ops!   
 The FLC had some new groups take advantage of our 
facility during the winter. A Business Expo of office supplies 
manufacturers took place in early March.  A market research 
company used the Youth Room for testing a product.  The 
Chagrin Soccer Association will be using the fields in the front 
of the building for soccer practice.  The Chagrin Falls Antique 
Show will take place again this year at the Family Life Center 
on Saturday, April 26, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
 To view photos of events at the FLC, look at The Feder-
ated Church website at www.fedchurch.org.   
 Please call Wendy Pierce, Director of the FLC, at 440-
247-6490x401, with any questions or to book your next event.  

Federated Forum for May 11 
in Fellowship Hall @ 2:00 pm 

 
 Tammy Kurtis Randall is the Nutrition Educator for the Diabe-
tes Association of Greater Cleveland. As such, she is responsible 
for community and professional programs, printed educational ma-
terials and nutrition and meal planning programs. 
  Tammy is a registered dietitian who received her Bachelors 
and Masters degrees in Nutrition from Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity. She was named the 2003 Young Dietitian of the Year by 
the Ohio Dietetic Association. 
 Arrive early for delicious after-lunch refreshments.  

Program:  CFIS Select Choir 
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Cost: $7 at the door!  
Reservations must be made by Friday, May 22! 

������ �� ����������������� �� �
 for those who are considering Church membership and/or 

would like to know more about Federated Church, 
will be held in two parts… 

 

Saturday, June 6 
  (9:00 am-2:00 pm Bell  St. 

Lunch included) 
AND 

Thursday, June 11 
(7:00-9:30 pm 

Family Life Center) 
 

The Inquirers Class  
provides you with opportunities to:  
· find out about Federated Church;  

· talk about some of the fundamental issues  
concerning faith, the Bible, prayer, grace;  

· meet and ask questions of the Church staff; 
· meet some other folks who have been 

attending and have an interest in 
learning more about our Church. 

 

Plan to attend both days;  you may sign up by calling 
the Church at 440-247-6490 during the week; child care 

is available with advance notice.  
 

Inquirers Class members join Federated 
on June 21 

FLC Gardens Need Your Help! 
 
 Spring is here and the Family Life Center Prayer & Memorial 
Gardens are starting to bloom!  After a cold and snowy winter 
some TLC is needed to beautify the Prayer & Memorial Gardens.  
Saturday, May 9 will be Mulch Day so if you can volunteer 
some of your time, it would be appreciated.  We will be starting at 
8 a.m. and be working until all the mulch is spread.  Please bring 
your wheel barrow, rakes, shovels, gloves and smile for a day of 
friendly (and fun) mulching! Before the mulch is spread, we will 
need weeding and bed clean-up so if you would like to help, call 
Wendy at the FLC (440-247-6490 ext. 401) to let her know when 
you can come. Let’s give the FLC Gardens the care it needs so we 
can enjoy its beauty all summer long! 
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From the Green Committee... 
 
Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess; 
grant us grace that we may honor You with our substance, and re-
membering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful 
stewards of Your bounty; through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.  
   -The Book of Common Prayer  
 
 As I write this, there is an early April blanket of white covering 
the grass and pretty much everything outside.  By the time you read 
this, I am thinking/hoping that spring has graced us with her full 
glory.  I’m also hoping you were able to visit the Green Commit-
tee’s Fair and got some new bit of information about being “green.”  
It is the committee’s hope that we encourage and educate you about 
ways you can serve God and save the planet.   
 This month, I want to look at the American lawn.  I know I am 
treading on delicate ground, no pun intended.  Americans are ob-
sessed with their lawns.  It reminds me of a t-shirt I saw as a teen-
ager which aptly noted that “There is no AWAY on Earth.”  
Whether it’s a Styrofoam cup in a landfill or the chemicals and pes-
ticides we put on our lawns–there is no away. The chemicals in 
pesticides have to go somewhere and they do... into ponds, lakes 
and streams. That somewhere is the watershed and they are ab-
sorbed by humans and animals alike. 
 So what to do, Faithful Stewards?  Do your homework about 
anything and everything you use on your lawn and in your gardens 
(and in your home for that matter).  Know that current research 
shows that:  of  30 commonly used lawn pesticides, 19 are linked 
with cancer or carcinogenicity, 13 are linked with birth defects, 21 
with reproductive effects, 26 with liver or kidney damage, 15 with 
neurotoxicity, and 11 with disruption of the endocrine (hormonal) 
system. Of those same pesticides, 17 are detected in groundwater, 
23 have the ability to leach into drinking water sources, 24 are toxic 
to fish and other aquatic organisms vital to our ecosystem, 11 are 
toxic to bees, and 16 are toxic to birds. (http://www.eartheasy.com/
blog/2009/01/lawn-care-chemicals-how-toxic-are-they/)   
 An article by Julie Scelfo in the Home and Garden section of 
the April 1, 2009 New York Times gives alternatives to the high 
maintenance, water intensive, fertilized and pesticide covered lawns 
that abound in the US. 
1- Add rye or fescue seed to your lawn. These grasses need lower 
maintenance than varieties like bluegrass.  
2- Sow clover into the lawn. It’s a legume, which takes nitrogen out 
of the air and puts it into the soil. If your lawn has even five percent 
clover, it can provide half of the lawn’s nitrogen. Basically it’s your 
lawn’s own solar-powered fertilizer factory. White Dutch clover is 
widely available and sturdy.  
3- Leave grass clippings on the lawn; they add nitrogen to the soil. 
In the fall, instead of raking the leaves, chop them up with the 
mower and leave them there. That provides food for the soil’s or-
ganisms. 
How often should we mow? Wait until the grass blades are 3-3.5 
inches. Not only does that discourage weeds, but it helps conserve 
water. Mowing the grass high tends to encourage the roots to go 
down deeper, where they get more nutrients and need less watering. 
  What about every gardener’s nemesis: weeds? If you fill your 
lawn with low-maintenance grasses, some weeds get choked out.  If 
there are patches you consider too large, there are organic herbi-
cides like BurnOut II Weed & Grass Killer. It kills all broad-leaved 
plants and is made of strong vinegar.   
 Many landscapers will use safer, green alternatives if you ask 

Pentecost is coming 
 
 Pentecost is coming and with it the United Church of 
Christ’s “Strengthen the Church” offering.  The UCC’s offer-
ing—that means our offering.  “We are the UCC” says a chil-
dren’s song.  That’s a lesson we need to make part of our very 
being.  For many, that’s not the case.  Too often we think in 
terms of us and them, but “We are the UCC.” 
 Through the denomination the church is at work in new 
Orleans.  “Before Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005, New Orleans’ 
Beecher Memorial UCC was not unlike many churches — mod-
est in size, but significant in mission—with a century-long tradi-
tion of providing educational and community development pro-
grams, and a vibrant gospel music ministry reaching 90 people  
a week. 
 Then the levees broke, its building drowned, its people dis-
placed, and no endowment to draw on.  Meeting in a nearby 
church Beecher’s attendance hovered at about a dozen. Instead 
of moving out, Beecher dug in. 
 They worshiped in the studs of their church. Their large 
former choir became a praise team. Their Bible study met in a 
FEMA trailer. They began a quilting ministry and reached out to 
the homeless. Every Saturday, they walked the community, 
greeting people, passing out flyers, praying. 
 And as they rebuild, people returned—both those they ex-
pected and those they didn’t. The historically black church now 
draws on a much broader demographic—justice-seeking, Spirit-
filled, music-loving people of God who believe that God is still 
speaking and working amid the chaos and pain of New Orleans. 
 Beecher is just one church receiving help through the 
“Strengthen the Church” offering. Another is a new church start, 
Journey UCC in upstate New York. “Just four months old, hold-
ing worship in the converted bar of a defunct restaurant, Journey 
UCC needed to be heard.  And people needed to hear them. 
 Studies estimated that nearly half of all the people living in 
the area were not affiliated with any faith. Journey—as its name 
implies—has a lot to offer them; a spiritual home where the path 
is as important as the destination, questions are as important as 
answers, and actions are as important as words...that no matter 
who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are wel-
come. 
 Using ads produced by the God is Stillspeaking Ministry, 
Journey entered the world of DJs, “Drive Tim” and top 40 ra-
dio—buying 36 ads on local radio and reaching nearly 60,000 
people!  Not bad for a church too young to blow out is first 
birthday candle.” 
 This special offering will be received on Sunday, May 31, 
Pentecost, the birthday of the church.  Presents are part of a 
birthday celebration.  What would be more fitting gifts than our 
prayers and generous offerings to “Strengthen the Church!” 
  Shirley Malzer for the 
  Mission & Outreach Board 

them.  There are local alternatives such as Good Nature Organic 
Lawn Care 1-888-LAWNSAFER.  Patton Pest is just starting a 
green program for pest control 1-800-553-9088.  We have one 
planet given to us by our Creator, let’s do what we can to tread 
lightly and handle it with care.  
  Thea Mozingo, for the Green Committee 
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A Quick Glimpse at May  
 
May 2 – May Road Trip I - Laser Tag!!!  Sign up by 4/26! 
 Meet at the Family Life Center at 10:30 am  
 as we head for Akron for a couple of hours on the 
 battlefield!  Back to FLC around 3 pm. Bring lunch 
 money and LZTG money. 
May 3 -  May Road Trip II – Potluck picnic at a secret  
 location  rain or shine! 6-8 pm Leave from FLC 
 6:15 SHARP! Bring picnic-like food. Must sign 
 up.  Guest speaker-from South Africa! 
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Golf Outing, Family Cookout and Silent Auction 
Sunday, June 7 ~  2 pm (meet at 1:30) 

Wicked Woods Golf Course 

Yes, I want to golf—$85 per golfer 
(Includes golf w/cart, hot dog & soda at the turn a nd 
 dinner following golf.) 
 

Put me with a foursome. 
 

I have my own foursome. The names are... 
1) _____________________  2)______________________ 
 

3) _____________________ 4) ______________________ 
 

Unable to golf but will attend the cookout at Wicke d 
Woods (arrive at 6 pm)  Number of persons attending  ___ 
($15/person) 
 

YES! I would like to donate an item for the raffle/ door prizes 
and/or Silent Auction 
 

NAME ____________________________________ 
 

Phone # __________________________________ 
Make checks payable to Federated Church and note “g olf outing” on 
the memo line. Call Marty Culbertson with questions  at 440-247-6490. 
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SOS 
(Survivors of Suicide) 

 
Support Group 

 

~May 7~ 
 

7:00 pm 
 

in the 
Church Lounge  
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choristers, soloists and guests.  Special thanks to Pat Nichols 
for the beautiful work on the bulletin and Larry Trace and the 
custodial staff for all of the extra work setting up the risers, 
chairs, and Fellowship Hall for the light supper. 
 As one of our members expressed in simple terms, “The 
Federated Church always does such a great job.  They are a joy 
to work with.”  I know that, but it’s nice to have other people 
realize it also. 
 Sincerely,   
 Marcia Snavely 
 Dean, Cleveland Chapter AGO 
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Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
...............................hamthrock@fedchurch.org 
Rev. Mark Simone msimone@fedchurch.org 
Rev. Dan DeWeese  
............................ ddeweese@fedchurch.org 
Toni Cirino.................. tcirino@fedchurch.org 
Patti Consolo...........pconsolo@fedchurch.org 
Marty Culbertson....mculbert@fedchurch.org 
Jeannette Davis Ostrander.. jdaviso@alltel.net 
Carol Fishell...............cfishell@fedchurch.org 
Bill Foley................billfoley@windstream.net 
Pat Haynish..pat.haynish@chagrinschools.org 
 

 

Jannine Mason........... jmason@fedchurch.org 
Bev Mills......................bmills@fedchurch.org 
Pat Nichols...............pnichols@fedchurch.org 
Wendy Pierce ...........wpierce@fedchurch.org 
Jodie Ricci.............. jricci26@roadrunner.com 
Mary Senechal......msenechal@fedchurch.org 
Melinda Smith...........smithm@fedchurch.org 
Marcia Snavely......marciasnavely1@aol.com 
Larry Trace ................... ltrace@fedchurch.org 
Lisa Vitantonio............ lisavit@fedchurch.org 
Peg Weissbrod....pweissbrod@fedchurch.org 
Kate Young................kyoung@fedchurch.org 

Staff e-mail addresses 

Dear Federated Friends, 
  Just a note of appreciation for your prayers and cards after my 
eye surgery.  Many thanks to the Angel Food ministry for the deli-
cious and timely meals sent our way – Chuck appreciated it too! It 
certainly is a welcome addition to our already fine lay ministry. 
Thank you, thank you. 
  Pat King 

�������  
Thanks for checking your yarn stash....we appreciate all your do-
nations of yarn to our Sit & Stitch group.  We have a nice selection 
of yarns out at the Family Life Center and several people have 
made their selection to use in a prayer shawl. Our "new" thing is 
making Izzy dolls for soldiers to pass out to the children....Please 
join us any Thursday morning at the FLC at 9:00 and find out 
more about this "new" project.   
 Lynne Kessell 
 

�������  
To the Women’s Fellowship Network, 
 I wish you could see first-hand how much the people in our 
Outreach Program appreciate the personal hygiene kits and socks 
your provide—thank you for your on-going contributions. Blessings!  
 Nell Sande 
 Outreach Coordinator at St. Paul’s 

��������
To my Federated Friends,  
 I truly appreciated your cards and notes while I was recover-
ing from a lung infection. I am still on oxygen. My strength has 
returned.  
 It was so nice of Trent and Norma Bobbitt to come and visit me. 
 Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness and for caring. 
 Donna Zorge 

��������
Dear Federated Family: 
 I can’t thank you enough for your generous expressions of 
loving kindness following my recent hip replacement surgery.  
I’ve enjoyed your gifts of cards, plants and food tremendously.  
Your prayers have buoyed my spirit and aided my healing. 
 May God bless and keep you. 
 Judy Batdorff 

��������
Dear Hamilton and Federated Church, 
 Thank you so much for hosting the Mozart Concert for the 
Cleveland Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  Everyone 
was so impressed with the gracious hospitality extended to the 

Check your calen-
dars, save the date, 

Vacation Bible School 
is going to be GR8! 

Vacation 
Bible 

School 

At our MEGA SPORTS VBS your 
children from 3 to 11 years will grow 

in faith and fellowship thru a variety of 
sports, upbeat music, interactive sto-
rytelling, and cool lessons reinforcing 
Bible truths about God’s game plan! 

Registration is limited! Deadline 
5/31/09 For more information call Bev 
Mills Head Coach of Vacation Bible 

School 440-247-6490x216 VB
S 

‘0
9 

June 15-19 
9am—12pm 

 

@ Family  
Life Center 
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SingleLife & Elderlife Director; Mary Senechal, Interim Spiritual Life Associate; Toni Cirino, Director of Operations & Finance; Peg Weissbrod, Director of Lay Ministries; Bev Mills, Director of Children’s Ministries—
Infant-K; Jannine Mason, Director of Children’s Ministries—Grades 1-6; Carol Fishell, Asst. Director of Children’s Ministries—Grades 1-6; Lisa Vitantonio, Admin. Asst. for Children’s Ministries; Marty Culbertson, Junior 
High Youth Program Director; Wendy Pierce, Family Life Center Director; Bill Foley, Director of Chancel Choir and Men of Chagrin; Jodie Ricci, Director of The Ensemble; Jeannette Davis Ostrander, Director of FORTE; 
Pat Haynish, Children’s Music Ministry Coordinator; Marcia Snavely, Organist; Patti Consolo, Financial Assistant; Kate Young, Bulletin Editor; Pat Nichols, Pastoral Care Coordinator and SPIRE Editor; Melinda Smith, 
Membership and Web Administrator; Larry Trace, Properties Manager;  Jamie Carlton, Larry McGurer, T.J. Moyer, Don Newrones, Daniel Nicholl, Mike Swigonski, Gordon Vojtech, Bill Walker, and Curt Wells, Custodi-
ans; Tosh Whaley, “God’s House” Keeper. 
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