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—Sunday, July 5—
FLC Great Hall

10:00 am Family Worship & Communion
Sermon by Rev. Dan DeWeese
Special Music by Bryan Guffey

[Church facilities
closedMonday, July 6
for July 4 holiday]

—Sunday, July 12—
FLC Great Hall
10:00 am Family Worship
Sermon by Rev. Dan DeWeese
Special Music by the Women'’s Trio
(Nancy Isham, Anne Layne and
Marcia Snavely)

—Sunday, July 19—
FLC Great Hall

10:00 am Family Worship
Sermon by Rev. Dan DeWeese
Special Music by Beth Rutkowski

—Sunday, July 26—
FLC Great Hall
10:00 am Celebration Worship Service
Sermon by Rev. Mark Simone
Special music.
Infant baptism

Be On
the Lookout...

Join us for Summer Worship at
Federated’s Family Life Center at

10 am on July 26, 2009. The Cele-

bration Worship Ministry Team,
with Rev. Mark Simone, will be
presenting a second Celebration
Worship Service in preparation for
a planned September 20, 2009
kickoff of the weekly service.

The July 26 service is entitled “Be
On the Lookout,” and will be a

simple and casual service challeng-

ing all of us to keep looking for

Jesus’ presence in the world. Mark

Simone, Bridget Davis (back from

college), and a very small acoustic
band will be leading worship. Mark

will be presenting the message.

OTHER EXCITING NEWS!
Music Director Offer Ex-
tended— the Ministry Team
has recently extended an offer
to an AMAZING young
woman for the position of part
time Music Director of the

Celebration Worship. Amanda
Powell will join us in the fall,
and we expect her to bring an
energetic, global, and also mu-
sically satisfying experience to
the new Celebration Worship
service. Keep your ears and
eyes peeled for more informa-
tion!

- Funding - We slowly continue

to receive monetary support
from generous members. How-
ever, because of the 2008 giv-
ing shortfall, we must raise a
full $15,000 to meet our finan-
cial obligations to the Church.
We are now only $ 6,750 short
of our goal. If you would like
to provide financial support,
please call Toni Cirino and ask
about the Alternative Worship
Designated Fund.

Dave Mast
for the Ministry Team
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from the desk of Mark Simone

Please Help Us...

She sat in her pew and reviewed the bulletin aothan played. Here was a notice about sponsoring
GROUPkids with a work camp scholarship. On the nexgepthe Colorado Kids were asking for help through
their Hire a Colorado Kidprogram. Church School needed baked goods far phaject.

During the announcements that handsome Mark Sirsaidewe miraculously raised enough money
for one new church van and now he hoped we coufgitah in for the needed second replacement. r&he
membered that last week that dashing Hamilton raead it was the Sunday on which we collected aiapec
offering for the UCC.

On the way home, her husband mentioned that he Kme church was raising money for the year long
Church School mission and their daughter had broligime a paper about supplies that were neededtédor
Interfaith Hospitality Network.

That afternoon she sat at her desk and revieweththily checkbook with a longing look. Hers was a
family devoted to the church and excited about imiss Her favorite was to donate to Sparrow Vidlag
through Federated’s Mission and Outreach Boarde Kalew her husband had given a fund a few yearsaago
take soccer supplies to South Africa. Exasperatee whispered a prayer thanking God for the bauiriess-
ings her family enjoyed and promised to do whatchdd. But as she slipped from her desk intoetidy
summer sunshine to be with her kids in the bacH,ystre felt a little disappointed in herself foe hrojects she
would not be able to support at her church. Ardftéimily had upped their pledge this year.

Does this sound like you and your family? Do gometimes come to church and worry someone will
approach you for a donation to yet another projdaties it sometimes seem that Fed is “all aboutitbrey?”

Giving with your Heart

As one of the pastors, | sometimes get concerragcbtir Church Family thinks we are bleeding them
dry of their finances. We are an active, growind &ibrant church, with a heart for helping othefsd we
have always put our money where are mouths arel thia is good.

What is not good, however, is if you ever feelndated by requests.

Speaking on behalf of all the staff, we want yokmow that giving requests are opportunities fou y
to be part of making change, easing suffering andgdgood. Yet, no one expects anyone to giverénye
thing. We find that multiple opportunities maker ouissions exciting. And we trust that God wilapé on
your heart which projects to support. We can’ediw everything — none of us can. But we can tpvhe ones
to which our passions relate, and we can prayi®iothers, trusting God to place those burdensupport on
others.

You are a generous, remarkable congregationve haarveled and bragged about your mission vision.
Just remember as you choose which projects to sygpere is no shame in selecting among lots e&gop-
portunities. Don't allow yourself to feel you mugte to everything or you are a “bad Christiaflhe needs
seem to be met as we all do our part. And thahigt God is looking for — believers who listen e tSpirit and
respond accordingly.

This has been on my heart for some time so hjastted to share my heart with you. Have a com-
ment? Email me ahsimone @fedchurch.org

440-247-6490 THE FEDERATED CHURCH www.fedchurch.org
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Spiritual dife O fferings

/

20 minutes of silent prayer then 15 minutes
of “lectio divina” (prayerful reading of scripturg

8:00 am(7:30 for donuts) Church Lounge.
All men are invited to this interesting
and spirit-filled gathering.

7:30 pm ~ Church Lounge
~July 21 ~
Come & join this group
where thespirit is present
in and among
the men gathered.

If you are a person who likes to knit o
crochet or do needlework, we’re hoping you'll joi

us. If we are not working on prayer shawls, weeha
our own personal knitting/crocheting or piece wor

to keep up with. Please join us at th¢

idowed
upport Group
This group meets the
2"& 4™ Monday
at 7 pm in the Church Lounge.
Facilitated by Jane Badal and
Dick Ziegler, the group is open to a
widowed peopleEach group is
completely confidential.

"
Call Helen Pointer, 440-247-6799 for more info

Get Me To the

@ Church On Time!

Do you know of someone who would
love to join us for Sunday services, Qut
needs transportation? We have a w@n-
derful pool of volunteers who would love to helplease

contact Church at 440-247-6490 and we will do astho
provide a ride!

440-247-6490 THE FEDERATED CHURCH www.fedchurch.org
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Letter from Fin & Stew Chair

Dear Federated Family,

It is my privilege to serve as Chair of the Fetledld=inance
and Stewardship Board for 2009. The Federateddbhamd its
remarkable staff and programming have been a “hawesy-
from-home” throughout my life and | fervently beleethat the
stewardship of improving our church’s operationd antreach
enriches lives far beyond our own membership.

With great commitment and skill, my predecessbienged
the way we do business and restored fiscal stalbdlibur treas-
ury. Today, the Finance and Stewardship Boarddsd with
another set of hurdles. The economic hardshipiseopast
months have impacted our church. From 2008 to 2pie@lging
dropped by $170,000. This shortfall was compewusasing
two one-time sources (the budget surplus from 20@Ba one-
time gift) as well as considerable budget cut2fa®9. | want
to invite you to earnestly reflect and pray, alevith our board
members, about the ways Federated continues to analean-
ingful difference in the world—near and far—and hdlyeson-
sider the significance of The Federated Churclounr yives!

There is a simple story about our daughter Latinegl cap-
tures a metaphor of what this church has meantto @ne day,
when Laurel was eight or so, she and | had an aegiending
with her avid decision to run away from home. i time, we
lived on Orange Street near the Chagrin Librare Stuffed
her backpack and stomped out the door. She wdileahand
stubborn in her stride, and | followed just ouhef sight. She
tramped down Orange Street toward town, turnecdletd Main
Street and waited for the light to cross Bell. dsssure she
would go into the bakery there, but instead shegeded up the
Bell Street hill, past Woolworth’s (where she likiedshop for
candy), pulled open the front doors of the chunuth marched
inside. It was a place that was familiar, a sefage, sanctuary.

How many times havgouwalked through those doors for
rest, for significance, for reconnection?

My pledge to the church is for continued sanctuaaigr my
family and for the world. Join me in sustaining future.

As we look forward to pledging, we invitewto contem-
plate and consider the many blessings of youralife to re-
spond generously.

If you have questions or comments, please do not
hesitate to contact me at linsyfurniture@hotmail.com

In Christ,

Paul L. Koepf

St. Paul's Work Day

On the first Saturday in
June Federated volunteers
enjoyed a faith journey
working with the St. Paul’s
congregation on several
improvement projects. Th
projects included:

- Assisting with their
“bag” sale, where $1 buys
all the clothes that can be
placed into a bag. Attimes
over 300 people wait in
line for the opportunity.

- Building a wooden privacy
fence by the kitchen area [of
St. Paul’s.

- Weeding, re-
building planting
beds, planting
flowers, perenni-
als, bushes, and
mulching in sev-
eral beds behind
and on the side

1%

of the church.

Our Federated volunteers
were able to make a notice-
able difference in the
church’s appearance by early
afternoon.

Read the Core Team report:

The Core Team has put together a binder of theikw
over the last few months. It includes George Bdl&two re-
ports, implementation schedule, power point present
and details of the staffing model. It is availabi the Church
Office for those members who have an interestviereng it.

We request that since there is only one copyttiteste
who read it do so in the Church. Any specific dues about
the material can be directed to any member of Tdre C
Team: Phil Fogarty, Edith Guffey, Barbara Hud$Rabin
Polack, Gerry Powers, Martine Scheuermann, Hamilton
Throckmorton.

St. Paul’'s minister
Doug Horner,
noted in a thank
you email “We are¢
so fortunate to
have you in our
lives!”

Volunteers included Jack
Taylor, Shirley Malzer, Paul
and Sue Libby, Laura and
Greg Davis, Bob Herdman,
Agnes Stewart, Caroline
Young, Al Shinagawa, and
Barb and Doug Church.

Doug Church
Chair, Mission & Outreach Board

440-247-6490

THE FEDERATED CHURCH

www.fedchurch.org
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Children"s Ministries

too late to si
1%
&

July 2009
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Call Jannine Mason or Lisa Vitantonio at the Church
(440-247-6490 to let them know

Childcare during July Worship Services

During July Worship services at our Family Life @am childcare will 1T

ids! .
Hey kids! Enter our easy-peasy be lovingly provided in the classroom wing for frmungest members

lemon-squeezy summer photo
contest! We want to see your

favorite summer shots here at Church
School. You can email as many

of our Church family, infants through kindergarte@lder children are invited,
encouraged and welcome to join the Family Worskipise with their parents.
Alternatively, supervised outdoor play is availalflparents feel their child(ren)
are unable to comfortably join in worship.

entries as you like, to the
Children’s Ministries Team:
jmason@fedchurch.org. Your
entries will be accepted until the end
of August. We will build a summer
slideshow for all to enjoy!

# S %

" #
%

$

& "% $

UCC church camps change lives

A Federated Church
member telephoned to tell
me about her experience
attending a church camp
when she was young. She
said it had helped her de-
velop a stronger Christian

faith which has benefited her N .
ature’s Classroom

Federated Church

TOTS

(Tiny Ones Together)
Children ages 18 months thru 3 years
(non-toilet trained accepted)

ENROLLING Now FOR SUMMER
~Mondays~7/13-8/3... ~Wednesdays~7/8-7/29...
~Fridays~7/10-7/31~
9:30-11:30 am (no lunch, no co-op)
$50 / 4 weeks—1-day-a-week session
(5% deduction for each additional day or child)
**a $5 non-refundable deposit is required to confirm
your registration**
For more info contact Bev Mills 440-338-3489 or 440-247-
6490x216 or bmills@fedchurch.org or
berrrvyb@yahoo.com

throughout her adult life.

The two camps operated by the United Church of Christ in
Ohio offer this faith building experience for our young people.
Of course the camps offer lots of outdoor fun, plenty of activity
and exercise, beautiful wooded settings, well-equipped cabins,
and good food.

More information about camp programs for young people
grades 2 -12 can be found in the Camp Catalog available at the
reception desk in the Church Lobby.

For information online go to www.fedchurch.org and scroll
down through “LATEST NEWS" on the home page, or enter the
word “camp” in the search box and follow the prompts to Out-
door Ministries.

Information online includes the complete Camp Catalog
and information for registration. You may call the camp registrar
at 800-282-0740, ext. 207, or Jim Meyer at 440-247-5965.
Scholarship help may be available. If you need financial assis-
tance contact Marty Culbertson at the church.

440-247-6490

THE FEDERATED CHURCH

www.fedchurch.org
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Programs at Federated Church

Tuesday, July 14: State of Mind

6:00 pm — FED (FREE): Piano Recital — Dmitri Leviah, 2007
medal winner & 2009 contestant, Cleveland Inteéomet
Piano Competition

8:00 pm — FED:Spiritual Transformation & Integrative Health:
What Your Doctor May Not Know
Stephen M. Sagar, M.D. — president, Society ftagrative
Oncology

Tuesday, July 28: What Makes Us Moral?

6:00 pm — FED (FREE): Musical Performance — Chambe
Ensemble from Kent/Blossom Music

8:00 pm — FED:What Makes Us Moral? A Christian Perspecti
The Right Rev. V. Gene Robinson — bishop of New
Hampshire

Tuesday, August 11:Imagine a World at Peace through
Compassion

6:00 pm — FED (FREE): Musical Performance — Thgn@plic
Brass

8:00 pm — FED:The Healing of the Nations
Rev. Dr. James Alexander Forbes, Jr. — presithiaaling
of the Nations Foundation; host, “The Time Is Na#Air
America Radio

Tuesday, August 18:Cuba and Its People, Our Neighbors
6:00 pm — FED (FREE): Opera Favorites — Operalidr &
members of the Chagrin Falls Studio Orchestra
8:00 pm — FED:Cuba: The Way Forward
Julia Sweig — senior fellow and director, Latin érica
Studies, Council on Foreign Relations

All programs subject to change.

From the Financial Office

05/31/09 05/31/08
Total Donations $749,498 $827,874
Other Income 109,807** 49,027
Expenses 724,586 743,631
Cash In Bank $134,719 $133,270

**includes $58,591 from 2008 surplus

Expenses are currently 2.5% UNDER budget.
During the summer months, we need your con-
tinued, regular donations to help us avoid a
cash flow problem. Please don't send your
pledge on vacation! Thank you for your gen-
erosity and support.

-The Board of Finance and Stewardship

CASA for Kids recruiting

CASA for Kids(Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates)s recruiting volunteers to ad-
vocate for the “best interest” of abused and
neglected children involved the juvenile court.

No particular background is required, but you nhestt least
25 years of agand have no criminal record. Couples may
work together. Diversity of age, gender, ethnicéig. is wel-
comed. Professional CASA staff provides 32 hoursref
service training. Supervision and continuing edl$® pro-
vided after appointment by the Juvenile Courteivs as the
Guardian ad LitemMore Volunteers are needed to ensure
every child has a voice in court.

Interested? Call Chris Steigerwald, 440-279-1606 t
begin the application process.

To learn more abo@ASA for Kids, visit website:

e Www.geaugacasa.org

Reduce, Reuse,

Recycle, Raise $

YAY! School is out, but our paper recycling drive
continues! Thanks to the many Federated family
members who have already taken a step towards
better stewardship of our earth, by recycling paper
in the Abitibi bin at our Family Life Center. Ever vy
ton of paper you recycle earns us valuable dollars
towards our Church School mission
AND saves our precious environment.
Bring your recycling with you to our worship
services at the FLC this July!

What we CAN put in
Newspapers
Magazines, catalogs
General office paper
Junk mail & envelopes

What we CAN'T put in
Laminated paper
Food containers
Milk cartons
Plastics of any kind
Metal or glass
Cardboard or chipboard
Phonebooks
Hardbound textbooks

Self-stick notes
Computer paper
Posters and folders
Fax paper

Has your e-mail address
changed?

If so, do we have your new one? We are now senulimg
weekly reminders of worship details and speciahév¢hat
are happening at Federated. If you are not rawgithiem,
we may have an incorrect e-mail address on re@yrgdu.
For example, did you switch from Alltel to Windsare??? If
your e-mail address has recently changed, pleagaato
Melinda Smith asmithm@fedchurch.orwith your correct
e-mail address and she will update our records.

440-247-6490

THE FEDERATED CHURCH

www.fedchurch.org
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The Gift Basket...News from Lay Ministries
So Long, But Not Goodbye

Almost exactly two years ago, | wrote table. more joy and energy than ever before. | am
my first Gift Basket article for the Spire. A People with a passion for books and grateful for the chance to have been a part
lot has happened at Federated since thenfeading are planning and leading book disef these changes, just as | am grateful for
somanypeople have discovered and are cussion groups. Gardeners and growers dne deep and loving friendships so many of
living into their gifts of service, of hospital-gathering at the Family Life Center to ex- you have offered to me.
ity, of compassion, of encouragement.  perience and serve God in nature. People | am excited by the opportunity to share

There are Angel drivers, Angel cooks,excited about growing church membershigll of this with Dan DeWeese, who will
Angel visitors—not because a staff membare meeting to explore new ways of attracebsorb some of my responsibilities in his
dreamed up a congregational care prograing and welcoming visitors and sharing thaew position. He is inheriting a strong base
and then went looking for volunteers, but abundant love and good news of Christ witi members ready to carry the lay ministry

because Federated folks shared their dreatizers. program forward. And | am excited and

for meeting the physical needs of their fel- Al of this is lay ministry: people dis- optimistic about Federated’s future under

low worshippers and created a program cerning their gifts and interests and commttie new staffing model. Thanks to the

around how they felt called to serve. ting to build God’s Kingdom at Federated, prayerful work of the Core Team, | expect
There are members serving as Shep-in the community, throughout the world. this church to emerge even stronger in faith

herds and mentors to new members-- Gifts are being used; grace, freely shared.and service than ever. After July 15, I will

forming joyful new relationships in Christ. God is good. no longer be your Director of Lay Ministries

More and more people are finding their way | am humbled to have witnessed the but I will alwayscarry the love and grace of
into Fellowship Hall after worship to greet transformation of many members from  this congregation with me in my heart.

one another, learn a bit about ministry op-“pew potatoes” to ministers. Many more
portunities they may not have known aboupeople, who have always been active in the
and snacking at the Ministries & Munchies church, are serving in areas that give them

Blessings to you all,
Peg Weissbrod

IHN May 2009: Sorry this is so late, dear Federa&pﬂy!!
Treat people as if they were what they ought to be
and you can help them become what they capable of being - coethe

Nope. We didn't help our guests —our new pair, we are reminded that many hamisg of skating and ice cream (“| can’t
guests helpeds Our families were SO  make light the burden. (Two of our kids remember the last time | had so much
appreciative of this Church Family’s genehad not had NEW shoes in over two year&n!!”), and moms leave a sumptuous
osity it was almost tangible. Though we and every teen sported their new footweakMom'’s Day breakfast with tears in their
have rarely had a guest who is not overtlyith pride & gratitude AND we were eyes, we know it trulgoes take a village.
grateful, we were graced by guests who amazed at their incredible stipend stewarénd we grow.

were so open and warm, it was truly diffi-ship!!!) And we grow. . When a child’s thank you card for

cult at times to know who was helping . when we receive gift cards, donationghese special treats is covered with hearts
whom grow. an underwriting for an outing to the movieand expressions of love, we recall that not
When a wide-eyed child shyly asks iftheatre or for ice cream or take-out food agveryone takes things like new shoes, a
the small gift and slippers greeting him orgroceries so guests can cook for HOSTSfrash pillow with a handmade pillowcase,
his neatly made bed the day of arrival arean offer to host dinner for guests at a honpattery painting, brownies and ice cream
his to keep, we realize how little it takes t@ member spends an evening with familiesake, movies and UNO cards for granted.
make him smile. Even with his slippers otaking family photos (gifts for Mother's ~ And we grow.
the wrong feet. And we grow. Day), or hosting an evening of Mother's . And when church families sign up to

When a teen sees the gym and hoop®ay gift making or tie—dye shirt making, host, not knowing what to expect (or sign
and smiles from the inside knowing the decorating flip-flops or hosting a cook  y;, knowing what they CAN expect!) then
court is his to rule (if even for justtwo ~ ©Out... we marvel at the unspoken under- ask “Can you use any help another night?
weeks) or when a beleaguered parent re-Standing of our congregation in response it pe happy to come back!” we know we
turns from a walk on the labyrinth rejuve- 2 Simple need: hospitality one would ex- 4y all becoming what we are capable of
nated and ready to face the reality of hon{gDd to a family member. And we grow. peing. Abundant thanks and blessings to all.
lessness with six kids, we rejoice inthe -  When area businesses suclyasrs
FLC and those who care for it. And we growitruly, The Chagrin Falls Popcorn

When this Church Family responds to>hoppe, The Chagrin Valley Roller
the plea for donations to purchase new Rink, respond with grace and speedtoa  p.S MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
shoes for the kids and the response is sor€duest for a donation, and kids return to NEXT HOST WEEK
overwhelming that each guest enjoys twothe® FLC bursting with smiles after an eve- AUGUST 2-9111!

Lisa Vitantonio
for the IHN Coordinators

440-247-6490 THE FEDERATED CHURCH www.fedchurch.org
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News about Federated’s
upcoming clergy

It was my great honor to be present at the Oriindtearing

of our own Will VerDuin on Thursday, June 18. Twmw his

Do you play
CORNHOLE?

It's sweeping the country...or at
least the Midwest!

readiness for the ministry, Will planned and ledaship ser-
vice, preached a great message, and then sat thaouigour of
guestioning. The questions were from lay persoispastors
from around the UCC in the Western Reserve Assoaiatwill
did a tremendous job of answering, complete witlmsieffects
of whips cracking and things exploding, and recgigainani-
mous vote to be Ordained upon receiving a call feodCC
church. It was a marvelous day and | was so biessbe there.
Among the guests present were Sandy VerDuin, Witksn,
father Bill and stepmom Cynthia, brother Scott hrsdwife
Robyn with their twins, Federated member Hal Md§kiorma
Bobbitt and Will's new wife, Alicia. (Will has nold wife!)

Also going on in the same building, earlier in tfey, Ham-
ilton was blessed to be present as Susi Kawolicsreeeived
into a process of Discernment of Call with the Dépant of
Ministry of the Western Reserve Association, aspltsues her
dream of becoming a pastor.

And, to round out our blessings of clergy from oum
ranks, Daniel Cooperrider has had a conversatitim héder-
ated’s Board of Deacons about entering that sameeps and the
Deacons have recommended to the Department of tirifsat

A cross between horseshoes and
a bean-bag toss - How hard can that be?
Mark your calendar and plan to join the fun & fellowship.
No expertise required.

What-A-Life
Federated’s Youth Group for Grownups
is sponsoring a

Cornhole Tournament &
Potluck BBQ

When: August 15 3-8pm
Where: At the home of
Phil & Sally Fogarty in Chesterland

We need 32 teams of two to fill out the brackets.
You can find details and a sign-up at
www.fedchurch.org/cornhole
Novices, pros and non-players are all welcome
for what promises to be a great time!

they receive him into that process.

When you see these folks let them know how proadiie
of them and the journey they are on. And keep theyour
prayers!

Mark Simone

Christmas in July Offering

Sunday, July 26,is the day we’ll be receiving the special
offerings for Veterans of the Cross, retired cjeagd church
employees whose small pensions make it difficultiiem to
make ends meet in this time of economic meltdoWwhnis fund is
administered by the UCC Pension Boards and isiloliséed
throughout the calendar year in the form of emergdunds to
help meet special needs. Although intended prignéot retir-
ees, at times funds go to active clergy and cheroployees in
emergencies.

A 1953 publication stated: “In 1902, a little mgneas col-
lected and special Christmas gifts were sent takger minis-
ters.” The same article noted that $121,054 wesived for the
Christmas Fund in 1952.

Each year the need increases. Your gifts areatkrubre
than ever to help the growing number of retireesiéet increas-
ing living costs. Please support this vital minisif compassion
and care.

The Christmas Fund is one of four special offesinfjthe
UCC that, together with Our Church’s Wider Miss{@CWM),

make up thé& for 50f the UCC. Federated’s intent is to support

all five of these offerings and with your help wélw

Shirley Malzer
for the Mission & Outreach Board

Immerse Yourself

Immerse Yourseliin other words “Throw yourself wholeheart-
edly into what you're doing.”

Immerse Yoursedfppears again and again in material coming
out from the United Church of Christ. It was therhe for the West-
ern Reserve Association Spring Meeting held Saguiday 2, at
Imani UCC. Federated was well represented by Br&rduer,
Shirley Malzer, Jim Meyer, Helen Pointer and C&w®hner.

Imani is one of our mainly African-American chueshso we
were immersed in the black worship experience—lesly—
nothing half-hearted about it . Brenda Grauer tifedly depicted the
start of worship by artistically pouring water, déng the flowing of
God's grace and word. Pastor Michele Humphreyedvhose of us
who brought our Bibles to follow along as she réaich 12:8-13. A
choir member held her PDA so she and the persdriobgr could
read along. She must have downloaded (at leasBdispels. We
were treated very hospitably and served both breakfast and a hot
lunch (no box lunch as has been the norm in thentgears).

The workshops offered were the “Emerging Chureld’ty
Brenda Grauer, “Enough for all Creation” (echoiegi€rated’s
Green Committee), “General Synod Resolutions,™#volrship,
Renewal.” General Synod, which convenes everyyeaos, will be
held in Grand Rapids, MI June 27.

Among the resolutions to be voted upon at Geisnabd are
“Affirming the Accra Confession: Covenanting foisioe in the
Economy and the Earth,” NAFTA (North American Fieade
Agreement) “Sacred Conversations on Race,” “Supdd¢iR 676,”
“Single Payer National Health Care Reform,” “An momic Justice
Covenant.” The hope is that local churches wiltlgtthese resolu-
tions and submit their recommendations. All trephetions to
come before the Synod appear on the UCC website.

Shirley Malzer(with input from Carol Renner)

440-247-6490

THE FEDERATED CHURCH

www.fedchurch.org
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Two ways to

benefit the planet’ from The Green Commitiee

Do justice, love kindness and

walk humbly with your God
(Micah 6:8)

Many years ago, Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries
heard the call and went about “doing justice.” tétheir
mission is a partnership with the 2100 FurnituralBand
HARP (Helping Appalachian Rural People) Furniture
Bank. Their goal is to get no-cost furniture t@pke who
need it. In 2008, over 750 people moved into hogifiom
2100 (a homeless shelter), most with no resourethé
basics.

Where doyoucome in and where does Federated com
in? Green Committee was looking for a way to offer
another recycling opportunity — this time furnituré/e
contacted Joan Groening at Advent Lutheran in Saldo
started the furniture bank with her son-in-lawlsck and a
great idea to help those who need it. Since dsption in
2006, they have helped hundreds of people. Inirsly f
conversation with Joan, she said to imagine tihatve
nothing and have been given a new apartment arkkthe
to the door. That is how most people find themsshlvhen
they are placed and they need everything to staohze.

So here is where our Federated family and youilyam
fit in the equation: An immediate need for the fture
bank is somewhere &iore all the donationthey receive.
They are looking for free warehouse space, prefe@b
the east side of town.

They need people who are available to commit it dr
ing the truck one day a week, one day a month enev
every other month. Joan says not to fear - itdmall truck
(15 feet) with a pickup truck style cab. She ckifrshe
can drive it, anyone can!

She needs bodies-any and all bodies-to help mave f
niture. There is a youth group which works ontating
basis. There are firefighters from a local departtihat
take a day to help. Think how this might call tayyour
family or a group you belong to.

And, last but not least, they need furniture aodse-
hold items. | saved this one for last because #ney
packed to the gills right now. Bthey are looking at plac-
ing 200 people in the next few months. So, yesy tireed
your furniture too

What to do? Pray on it — how can you help thase i
need? @er with joy and thanksgiving what God has first
given us — ourselves, our time and our possessions.

Feel free to contact me with any questions at 4a®-
9844 ormozingo@windstream.netfYou can also contact

Joan Groening or the Furniture Bank directly at-330-0402.

e

Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, committed citizens

can change the world
- Margaret Mead

On Green Committee, we are always looking for ways
both big and small, to change our lives in way$ bemefit
the planet. Electricity is one of those ways thiatcan make
a difference.

As with all things green, there is controversyavidl
MacKay from the University of Cambridge argues that
“Small actions will not deliver a solution.” w{vyw.cnn.com
“Let’s get real about alternative energy.” DaviddKay
5/18/2009)

| encourage you to read the complete article.tates
about types of fuels that are available and whatlittake to
make a real change. He argues that sayings likerydittle
bit helps” are inane and we need to focus on thepigiture.

I don’t doubt that he is right from the perspeetiiat we
need to truly understand our consumption of eleitgrand
fossil fuels. We need to know what our carbon ffoiot is to
make any real change. There are websites gajmoasered
by governmental and non-governmental entitiesalatv
you to determine what you use. Here are two:
www.carbonfootprint.conandwww.energysavers.gov

My worry is that, at first blush, the big picturan seem
so daunting that people might get that deer-infibadlights
look, feel overwhelmed and then do nothing. Inktach
2009 National Geographic there is a great artialled
“Saving Energy: It Starts at Home.” It is worthoak online
or at your local library. In the article, a welidwn environ-
mental activist admits that efficiency can onlydals so far.
But, he also states that efficiency can buy us tivhge we
figure out how to remove carbon from the world’stdi

So, my fellow journey-persons on the path to &gee
you, just like with a faith journey of any sort-ghstarts with
steps, not leaps. Here are some tidbits to gethjioling:

Any appliance that has a remote control draws alsm
amount of electricity all the time as it waits f@u to use it.
Use power strips to help turn off everything whetin use.

If we turned off home computers when not in use, w
could cut their CO2 impact by 8.3 million tons ayg& or
50%. (Source: Energy Information Administratidd08)

One of our fellow parishioners suggested thathirmkt
about switching from that glass carafe/warmingeptaiffee
pot to an insulated carafe. A standard glass eaAvafming
plate model left turned on draws an average 90@ 1@fts
of power. That's equivalent to leaving a hair drgea mi-
crowave running for an equal amount of time.

Blessings and Happy Summer my Federated family!

Thea Mozingo

440-247-6490
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Workcamp 2009

Attention High School Kids!

This is the home Workcamp 2009 will be refurbisting

We are confirmed for a week of work camp in PipestWest
Virginia, for the week ofAugust 2-8 Spaces are still available but
you need to sign up, get forms and put dow@%non-refundable
deposit Contact Mark Simone atisimone@fedchurch.or®o it
soon as space is limited.

Here are the basics:

e July 24 - Advisors' Meeting and Dinner at FLC
July 29 - Pre-Camp Picnic at FLC
August 1 - Pre-pack at the FLC~10 am to noon.
August 2 - Departure from Family Life Center
August 8 - Return to Family Life Center

Our work will be with the Appalachian South Fof&liCenter
in Pipestem (see photo). Our work will include Hagsprojects
among the needy families living in the mountaihg, possibility
of some work in rehabilitating a local stream (st&inool!), work
around the Folklife Center and other necessaryeptsj I've been
there - the place is amazing and the people aat.gre

Included in our work camp will be special evennggrams
with people who live in the mountains - music, estyversation and
the like. It's going to be great!! Pray that weGlud's work well!

Check out the Center at www.folklifecenter.org

Questions? E-mail me atsimone@fedchurch.org

Please see corresponding article on the back page.

Other GROUPNEWS

GROUP trip to Cedar Point

for a fun summer adventure!!!! We
are going to stay over night at a
church near by the park so we won't
have to pay for a hotel. We'll leave
from the FLC on Friday, July 10 at
12:30 pm and return late on Saturday,
the 11. Bring a sleeping bag and
clothes for two days! More details
and cost info will come later.

440-247-6490
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has been eased with all the comforting words, thtsjgards,
hugs and prayers received from so many of youe $tvared all
your cards with my family which helped ease thainpalso. It's
a comfort knowing I'm surrounded by so many cawmng loving
people. Thank you for being there in so many ways.

Debbie Hollingsworth

Thank You to Federated From Our Mission Partners
...from CUE SEMINARIES
Our gift to the three UCC seminaries; Chicago, &thitand Eden,
was recognized in a recent letter from Ann Moye®¢ttive Direc-
tor. Ann wrote: “Our seminaries are critical te fife of the United
Church of Christ, and your support is critical io geminaries! ...
Your dollars provide vital support for the dailyeyptions of our
seminaries as they continue to fulfill their missio... Thank you  To all my Federated Family,
for your financial support for their work, and pdeacontinue to So many thanks to those wonderful friends whdetisime
hold them all in your prayers.” while decked out in my best hospital finery. | madny surprise
...from WEST SIDE ECUMENIICAL MINISTRY (WSEM) visitors giving me their love and prayers. I'veshe
The WSEM provides food, counseling, job trainingd ather assis- overwhelmed with the tender loving care from my éieded
tance to those in need in Cleveland. Due to thebled economic Family with their phone calls, visits and many maayds of get
times, needs are greater than ever. In 2008, §#8ilies includ-  well concerns.
ing 22,879 individuals received food. Judith Pet@resident & Then came my “big” birthday that opened up anofteed
CEO, writes “l would like to extend our most sineappreciation  of good wishes for many more years of good heéitha very
for your recent pledge ... your generosity will helf8®M deliver a lucky and grateful person for being a part of d@rigfamily
broad spectrum of services designed to assist4%;800 Cleve- representing our Federated Church along with odetife
landers realize their potential and become moffessistaining indi- group. With God’s wishes,
viduals with promising futures. ... Your assistancéhi@se ex- Blanche Torday
tremely trying economic times is both needed amtegpated more
than ever. ... thank you.”

Doug ChurchChairperson, Mission & Outreach

To my Federated family,

How blessed my family and | have been to have your
prayers, visits, phone calls, cards and Angel maalsmg my
hospitalization and illness.

Dear Federated Family,
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. | becathsoi

Thank you for the many prayers, cards and na&mste me
during my recent illness. They were a balm to egowrery and |
appreciated them more than | can tell you.

quickly that we had no time to prepare or thinkaheBut you
all spread out a safety net that gently caught maenay family. |

It is a real privilege to sit at worship in thedéeated Church ~ am so grateful to you all. And am happy to reploat | am on

and be surrounded with such loving Christians. nkhgu.
Ed Pierson

Jannine and Elmer (and all of Children’s Ministjjes

| wanted to get a note of thanks to you befoedtlfbr
Honduras. Federated Church's donation to MedWitgrnational
is spectacularly generous and could not have caradatter time!
Thanks to you and your energetic, resourceful ypuotigram Med-
Wish will be able to get critical needed medicgi@ies to Hondu-
ras to help wittBaving Lives and Saving the Environment.

Tish and | look forward to discussing how we cantinue to
work together. Absolutely, we can provide your rsirny with pro-
gress reports and updates as we continue on. e ymypdo have the
opportunity to join us on one of our mission trgeon.

Thanks again for all your hard work and geneybsit

Brian J. SmithMedwish International

Federated Family,
Traveling this sad and difficult road after theatteof my mom

@ &&& for rememyp, e"

oppin
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SOS

(Survivors of Suicide)
Support Group
~July 2~

7:00 pm

the mend—gradually returning to the full life | v
Jill Snyder

Hello Caroline Young,

Greetings from South Africa. | would like to tattes
opportunity on behalf of our school to sincerelgrtk you and
your church by donating the school furniture to scinool. |
wish you were here to witness the joy and happifress our
learners and the staff. This is the best donatiethave ever
received as a school.

We are going to send you and your church photaaiof
learners receiving the furniture. | want to assure that our
academic results are going to increase dramaticalhank you.
May the Almighty bless you and your church. Goelsbl

Joseph ButheleZi,awley Primary School
(This note was sent in response to our recentgitiem of 191
double desks and 391 student chairs. This monewg ¢am
Parable of the Talents.)

Dear Rev. Throckmorton:

Thank you so much for your generous donation
of $313.64 to the Cleveland BoyChoir. We are
grateful you share our commitment to challenge
inner-city boys to reach their full potential by
providing life-changing opportunities through music
and continue to support our mission in a variety of
ways.

All of us at the Cleveland Boy Choir appate
your congregation’s commitment to the young men
of our community and helping us to make a change
for the better, one voice at a time.

Ken Horner,President, Board of Trustees
Carrie Wilson,Executive Director

in the Church Lounge

@ Y
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Workcamp donations sought

We have received our assignments for our work camp in August, and some ohilagda yyou and your
family if you feel led to help out. Below are some donation items that the Appaie8buth Folklife Center in
Pipestem, WV is seeking. As you read the list, please know thatsherarsonist loose in Hinton, WV (near
Pipestem) and our assignment will be to assist one family, whose lastadkens, in returning to their burned
out house. This family has three children and the father suffers fralth lshallengesThese are items that they
could use...

A used refrigerator-family size.

Basic small household supplieslishes, cups, silverware, ettf. you donate these items, please pack
them in paper and a cardboard box so we can take them with us easily.

Blanketswould be a blessing for this un-insulated home.

Strange but true — the fire demolished the bathroom so we alsa twitd, sink and vanity We are ac-
ceptingdonations of castas well to buy dry wall, paint, and a shower stall.

At this point we are not accepting kids’ clothes, but may do so in ouSRéREarticle.

The Center is also seekingw and used backpacks/book bags with school supplies (40 are nefeded)
the children they assist in getting to school in the fall.

I will be going down to visit this family in July and will let you know if otliesperate needs are sought.
THANK YOU SO MUCH and please pray for the Adkins family and that jastidl come to the arsonist who has
now damaged some 20 properties in one of the most impoverished counties in tHeStitds.



