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Please help us celebrate the mothers in our lives
during our Worship Service on May 14th
Send a favorite image to Marty Culbertson
Via Email: Mculbert@fedchurch.org
Note “Mom Photo” in the Subject Line
and please include your mom’s Name
Send no later than May 8t
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live your faith
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I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
| come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. | come into the presence of still water.
And | feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light.
Excerpt of The Peace of Wild Things, by poet Wendell Berry.

The greening of the earth is a good description for the month of May! It's a time of year in this part of
the world when the buds of Spring are peeking out of the soil, whispering to us, “pay attention! The lush
gifts of God are on your doorstep!” Our recent weekend at church with guest pastor Rev. Daniel
Cooperrider, opened up the glories of God’s creation in many (pardon the pun) creative ways. Through
a workshop, a Sunday sermon, and an outdoor “Wild Church” service in the South Chagrin Reservation,
we experienced new ways of understanding how all creatures of the earth, and all non-human living ele-
ments such as trees, rivers, clouds and sunshine, and all of the foliage of the earth, are partners in faith
with us, given as gifts by God.

The month of May ushers in the lushness of creation that finds its full bloom in the summer months to
come. | find this a wonderful metaphor for the life of the church in the months ahead. As we ease our
way out of winter days and walk with delight into the beckoning world of Spring and Summer, our imagi-
nation of what is possible blossoms within us. The greening earth is our teacher, reminding us that fields,
mountains, rivers, oceans, woods and gardens are both our playgrounds and our sanctuaries to tend and
keep as faithful stewards of the glories of God’s unending creativity.

In keeping with the transformative months of Spring into Summer, our worship theme for May and June
is "Transformative Encounters,” and our theme for the months of July and August is "Metaphors for
God.” Within these themes we will explore how both the natural world
and the world of the Holy Spirit nudge us into deeper understandings
of how God speaks to us, how God loves us, and how God finds us,
wherever we are on the journey toward greening and blossoming into
all that God created us to be.

Let it be so! Let us sing and pray and worship God together with the
playfulness and delight that these seasons herald! In the words of poet
Wendell Berry, let us “rest in the grace of the world.”

In God’s Peace,
Betsy

K dzZNO K @2

O

tF A ¢KS { LIANB TSR



CSRSNZ
Worship for May 2023

May /th: John 21: 1-17:
Rev. Betsy Wooster

May 14th: Special Mothers Day Worship
Guest Preacher Kristen LeFeber

Mary 21st: Exodus Chapter 3,
selected verses (Moses and the
burning bush): Rev. Betsy Wooster

May 28th: Special Online Worship with
Rev. Judy Bagley-Bonner

Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM

In-Person at Federated Church
or Online on our YouTube Channel:
TheFederatedChurch

June Spire Deadline In Memoriam

Do you have something you'd like

to see in the April Spire? Recognition of those who have

passed recently.
Please email your information to

communications@fedchurch.org A farewell to friends; May God

welcome them with open arms.

Barb Warren- April 27,2023

by Friday, May 19th.

Include “Spire” in the subject line.
Thank you!
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PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS

Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors
have Standing Office Hours.
We are here for you!

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton
Senior Pastor
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2 PM-5 PM
P:440.247.6490 x100
E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org

Rev. Betsy Wooster
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
Office Hours: Mondays 1PM-4 PM

P:440.247.6490 x101
E: bwooster@fedchurch.org

‘Extravagant E-Welcome’
Please like, share, and subscribe to all
Federated's social media platforms.

www.facebook.com/
TheFederatedChurch

www.instagram.com
@ federatedchurch
- 4
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RePlay Recap:
Federated Volunteers Adapt Toys
So All Can Play

On Saturday, April 15™, eighteen Federated volunteers, mostly middle school students
and their parents, gathered in Fellowship Hall to rewire toys to help an local organization
called RePlay for Kids.

RePlay for Kids, a local nonprofit serving Ohio and beyond, serves to adapt battery-
operated toys, attaching developmentally appropriate switches and buttons. Doing so
allows all kids, regardless of motor abilities, to be able to play. The toys are also used to
teach hand-eye coordination and cause and effect which assists the individual to learn to
operate wheelchairs and other support tools in the future.

After a brief introduction from organization staff, the volunteers got to work using direc-
tions provided on tablets. The process involved opening the toy, cutting and soldering
wires and lots of testing. RePlay provided all the materials needed to complete each
project, including the toys. The experience was educational and fun. Most volunteers
had never soldered before but enjoyed learning a new skill to help others. Federated is
excited to provide this hands-on service opportunity again in the near future.

Thank you to RePlay for Kids for providing a meaningful morning of service!
And special thank you to those who purchased Easter lilies! All proceeds from the 2023

Easter Lily sales were donated to RePlay for Kids. Your generosity helped make the day
even more successful.

RePlay for Kid's

because every child needs to play
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A Friend In memory of David Ponce and in honor of his parents; Ed and Mary Ann
Anonymous In honor of Melody A.W. McClure
Becky Carter In memory of parents Virginia & Paul Stewart, and friend Helen Brown
Bill and Linda Zelazny In memory of our parents, John and Caroline Zelazny, and Paul and DelLight Rhoades
Bill and Linda Zelazny In honor of our extended family
Bill, Lauren, and Ruby Brandon In loving memory of Ed and Phyllis Brandon
Bob & Lindy Bryson In loving Memory of Mary Lou and Don Chester
Bob & Lindy Bryson In loving Memory of Ruth and Nat Bryson
Bob & Lindy Bryson In loving Memory of Pixie Ferlito
Bob & Lindy Bryson In Honor of our brave granddaughter, Maddie Feder
Chuck & Thea Mozingo In honor of Rolf and Therese Hanson
Gary & Dawn Dole In memory of Loy W. Cooperrider and John D. Dole
Georgiann Pace To Lorraine Pace, Steph Bindernagel and Brian Bindernagel
Georgiann Pace Happy Easter always in my thoughts and prayers
Janet Belincourt In memory of parents Mr & Mrs Don A Berlincourt
Janet Belincourt In memory of best friend, Cinda Berri
Jim & Claudette Whitelaw In memory of our parents and Kevin
Jim & Claudette Whitelaw In honor of Eric, Jenn, Matt, Jon, Sarah, and Tim
John & Pat Leech In Memory of Scott Chamberlain Miller
Kathi, Carolyn, Krista, and Karlyn In Memory of Scott Chamberlain Miller
Marcia Snavely In memory of Charles, Ruth & Larry King
Marcia Snavely In memory of John Laskowski
Marcia Snavely In memory of Judith Albert
Maren and Paul Koepf In memory of Mildred Koepf
In memory of Tish & Bill Koepf
Maren and Paul Koepf In memory of Bob & Marilee Rickert
Martine Scheuermann & Marty Culbertson in memory of Al & Shirley Culbertson
Martine Scheuermann & Marty Culbertson In memory of Nancy & George Scheuermann
Martine Scheuermann & Marty Culbertson In memory of Michael Scheuermann
Martine Scheuermann & Marty Culbertson In memory of Rich Scheuermann
Martine Scheuermann & Marty Culbertson In honor of Our Loving Faith Family
Mary Ann Boysen In loving memory of my parents; Mary and Fred Guice
Mary Ann Boysen In loving memory of Joe Groeger
Mary Dixon and Family In memory of Husband, John B Dixon, son John E & Margaret Dixon
Mary Dixon and Family In honor of Daughter Wendy Dixon Magree and grandson William Dixon
Phoebe, Robby, and Max In honor of Nana
Phoebe, Robby, and Max In honor of Grandma and Grandpa
Sharon Munson Tom H.Munson, Thomas Rogers, Lynn Rogers
The Buescher Family In memory of Thomas Tidd, we miss you Papa
The Children’s Guild In memory of Joe Groeger
The Oliver Family In memory of Michael Rea
Jenny Brown in memory of Dr. Glenn R. Brown
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Fellowship Treats

We are so excited to continue Fellowship Hour after Sunday worship services. Federated
members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission.

Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!
Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are

especially welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time
delicious and enjoyable!

may 7- [

Wear Your Faith

As you #LiveYourFaith, you can now #WearYourFaith.

Federated merchandise is now available. Click HERE to view the online

store or visit, https://federated202]store.itemorder.com/shop/sale/.
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