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Dear Friends,

As many of you know, in the middle of September | returned to the first church | served as a pastor, in
central Vermont. | had been invited to preach on the occasion of their bicentennial celebration. For Mary
and me, it was a time to connect with many people we hadn’t seen in nearly 30 years, a chance to hear
about their lives and the life of the church. It was also a chance to remember a chapter of our lives that
had been, in many ways, foundational for us. It was the place Mary and | moved shortly after we were
married. It was the place where our two sons were born. And it was the place where | learned how to be a
pastor. As | let them know in my sermon, it was the place in which | felt loved into ministry.

What | noticed in our weekend visit was how important it was to articulate these things to the people of
the church and to be together on that momentous 200" anniversary. We laughed. We remembered. We
cried. And perhaps most crucial of all, we celebrated. The day felt big and joyful and electric. And | was
reminded how crucial, how life-giving, it is for us to celebrate together. Having regular parties together
marks our time as special and reminds us of the joy God makes possible in our lives. As we at Federated
did recently on Rally Day, gathering to express our elation is a good and glorious gift, a blessing of the
Spirit which might prompt us to look for more such occasions.

At the same time, it's not possible, and | would say it's not even desirable, to try to make every day such a
blow-out party. Sometimes people will say after big festival days—Christmas Eve or Rally Day or a wed-
ding—"We should do this every week.” And while | understand and sympathize with such sentiments—
who of us doesn’t love a good party—that's not the way life is. Most of life is showing up for each other in
regular, daily ways. We're not going to experience life as one heart-pounding thrill after another. Life is
waking up and making coffee for our partner. It’s listening to our child try to work out social or academic
struggles. It's tutoring the same student week after week. It's showing up for work and doing what's nec-
essary. It's calling our aging parents. It's bringing a pot of soup to a neighbor who just returned from the
hospital.

The key for us, | think, is to try to do both. Not to make a big deal at regular times in our lives is to fall into
a routine that can be dull and tired. We want to take every occasion we can to celebrate and make a big
deal of the joy that is one of God's remarkable gifts to us. These special days remind us that life is a
unique and wonderful and magnificent joy.

At the same time, one of the quiet gifts of faith is to remember that God is richly present right there in
the very familiarity of the routine of life. God animates even, and maybe especially, our everyday habits
and practices. And in those routines, there is beauty and grace and love.

Thanks be to God both for blow-out celebrations and for a holy presence in the midst of the everyday. It

is all grace!

Grace and peace,
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Our Worship Themes for October 2023
God'’s Inscrutable Good News:
Seldom What We Think It Will Be

PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS

Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors
have Standing Office Hours.
. . Weare here for you!
J AX

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton
r astor
OM §eEIours ‘? es\éYays 2PM-5PM
P:440.247.6490 x100
E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org
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Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM

In-Person at Federated Church

or Online on our YouTube Channel:
TheFederatedChurch
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Recognition of those who have
passed recently.
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Do you have something you'd like

to see in the September Spire? .
P P A farewell to friends; May God
Please email your information to welcome them with open arms.

communications@fedchurch.org

Norma Burrows - Sept. 16, 2023
by Friday, November 24th.
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Rev. Betsy Wooster
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
Office Hours: Mondays 1PM-4 PM

P:440.247.6490 x101
E: bwooster@fedchurch.org

‘Extravagant E-Welcome’
[Pleese like, share, and subscribe to our
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www.facebook.com/
TheFederatedChurch

www.instagram.com
federatedchurch
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Are you a visitor or frequent attendee or know someone who is?

federated &
STrow

Federated Church offers membership through an Inquirers Class.

The Inquirer’s Class is an opportunity to reflect on your faith journey as well as give you in-
formation about who we are as a church and why we do what we do.

Join us for our Fall Inquirers Class:
7PM Wednesday, October 25th + 7PM Wednesday, November 1st
We will meet in the Lounge here at Federated Church. Childcare is available.

Those who choose membership will join the church during the 10:00 Worship Service on
Sunday, November 12th in a warm and welcoming ceremony.

Questions or Sign-Up: Contact Brooke Strong at bstrong@fedchurch.orgo r ¢ ad 47 4 4
6490.
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We need you! Become a New Member Partner to extend a warm welcome to someone
joining the church. You will be paired with a new member or family to be a welcoming friend
to them at church, answer questions they may have, and encourage participation. Be the
welcoming church that you are! Contact Rose Brown (rosebrowncf@gmail.com) to
participate or ask questions.
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Women'’s Bible Study

The Friday Morning Women'’s Bible Study meets every Friday in the Lounge from 10-11:30. We are
women interested in finding out more about the Bible and how ancient words can have a current
meaning and impact in our lives. We are self led but- for the last 8 weeks+ we've been watching and
discussing an Eyewitness video series based on the people in the book of Luke. This is not the first one
we've used because we very much enjoy the format. At other times we've tackled a book, in the Bible or
one that we felt would be in keeping with our area of study. This welcoming group is open to any woman
interested in the Bible; learning from it and each other. Join us!

Women's Ministries

Women'’s Circle meets in Fellowship Hall on October 16th at 1:00. We will be making cards for
veterans in the church, thanking them for their service.

Helping Hands meets on Monday, October 23rd at 1:00 in Fellowship Hall

Sit & Stitch meets every Thursday in room 340 at 10:00 .

Contact Lynne Kessel for further details: lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats

We are so excited to continue Fellowship Hour after Sunday worship services. Federated members
take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the Congregational Care
Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

October 1- last names beginning withL or M

October 8- last names beginning withN, O, P, Q, or R

October 15- last names beginning withSor T
October 22- last names beginning with U, V,W, X, Y, orZ
October 29- AorB

Wear Your Faith
As you #LiveYourFaith, you can now
#WearYourFaith.

Federated merchandise is fun to wear and available!

To view the online store_click HERE .
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Handel’s Water Music
and Other Royal Festivities
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Save the Dates!

We are thrilled to resume the Performing Arts Series this fall!

Full concert details and a season announcement are coming soon, but In the
meantime, save these dates for a exciting season!
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