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Generosity Campaign 2024

CHURCH IS MISSION

federated &
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MISSION IS CHURCH

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ.”

Colossians 3:17


https://www.fedchurch.org/
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Dear Friends,

November at Federated is a month that is rich and full. In the liturgical year, it's the conclusion of what we
call Ordinary Time. The rhythm of the church year is such that the seasons fluctuate between the central
events of Jesus' life, on the one hand, and the significance of those events for our daily lives on the
other. We begin the church year with Advent, when we anticipate the birth of Jesus. In the next
season—the 12 Days of Christmas—we celebrate that nativity. In the season that follows—Epiphany—we
reflect on the significance of that birth for your life and mine. Then comes Lent, with its introspective,
reflective bent and its journey to the death of Jesus. Easter follows, the center of the Christian year, with
its celebration of the resurrection.

And finally comes the long season of Ordinary Time, which runs from Pentecost in the spring to the first
Sunday of Advent, this year in early December. This is the time when we remember that those central
events in the life of Jesus bear their fruit in the ordinary moments and days of our lives. Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection determine who we are. And in Ordinary Time, we discover the meaning of those
events in our everyday lives, and in our mission and ministries.

This year, on Nov. 5, we'll celebrate All Saints Sunday, when we remember those from this faith
community who have died in the past year. For me, and maybe for you, there's something touching
about speaking their names and pausing in reflective gratitude for each of their lives. We are deeply
grateful for the myriad ways in which they have made their presence felt and embodied holy grace in
their own unique and distinctive lives.

On the 12" we have a double privilege. First, that's the day we offer our Intentions to Give for 2024.
During worship, we'll bring those Intentions forward as a sign of all that God has done for us, to have
them blessed and to dedicate them to the marvelous work done by this church to shape faith, to
alleviate suffering, and to extend the love of God to every corner. The second privilege we'll have that
day is receiving new members into the congregation, a chance to celebrate God’s ongoing renewal of
the church.

On Nov. 19", Ingathering Sunday, we'll live out one element of that magnificent mission of ours by
bringing food to worship so that we might offer it to the glory of God to alleviate hunger.

And finally, on Nov. 26", the last Sunday of the liturgical year, we'llimmerse ourselves in one of the most
vivid stories of the Bible, Matthew's story of the sheep and the goats, with its bracing reminder that “just

as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (25:40).

Join us as we conclude the year with grace. You add so much to who we are. And together we will be
filled with God's holy embrace. The season may be Ordinary, but it is also God-infused!

Yours in Christ,
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Our Worship Themes for November 2023
God'’s Inscrutable Good News:
Seldom What We Think It Will Be

Nov. 5: All Saints Sunday
Greatness in Servanthood? Really?
Matthew 23:1-12
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Nov. 12: Gratitude Sunday & New Members Join
What Sense Does It Make that We're to
Grieve with Hope?;
| Thessalonians 4:13-18
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Nov. 19: Taking Risks for God's Ways
Matthew 25:14-30
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Nov. 26: Reign of Christ Sunday
Seeing God in the Least of These
Matthew 25:31-46
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM

In-Person at Federated Church

or Online on our YouTube Channel:
TheFederatedChurch

PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS

Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors
have Standing Office Hours.
We are here for you!

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton
Senior Pastor
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2PM-5PM
P:440.247.6490 x100
E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org

Rev. Betsy Wooster
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
Office Hours: Mondays 1PM-4 PM
P:440.247.6490 x101
E: bwooster@fedchurch.org

‘Extravagant E-Welcome’
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Do you have something you'd like
to see in the December Spire?

Please email your information to
communications@fedchurch.org

by Friday, November 15th
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Please like, share, and subscribe to our

Recognition of those who have m e e TC O

d tly.
passed recently TheFederatedChurch

A farewell to friends; May God
welcome them with open arms.

www.instagram.com
Don Brown - Oct. 2, 2023 @ D
Mary Lou Riegel- Oct. 19, 2023 5
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Generosity Campaign 2024
Mission IS Church - Church IS Mission

“The Church exists for mission as a fire exists for burning.” Emil Brunner

Please consider joining our Generosity Campaign 2024 by submitting an Intention to Give for next
year.

What is the Generosity Campaign?

For about 4 weeks each October and November, we talk about why it's important to financially support
the church and its activities and ministries in the coming year. Letters are sent to each home with an
enclosed card that provides information about your Intention to Give in 2024. We will celebrate the
abundance of God's generosity on Gratitude Sunday, November 12, 2023.

Why do we begin this now?

We use the information that our church members and friends provide in their Intention to Give to set the
budget for our programmatic activities for 2024. When you set your Intention to Give, you can set up a
recurring donation to begin in 2024 or just give whenever you are able.

Why is giving to the church the same as Giving to Mission?

For many, the word Mission has traditionally been associated with what the church does for other people
in other places. But in fact, everything that the church does is its mission. Some of our most meaningful
mission begins inside our own faith community - a gesture of caring between individuals, an offering of
hope, Sunday worship, every Primetime and Youth outing, a pastor’s hospital visit, a greeting at the door,
a Children’s Choir rehearsal, a cup of coffee shared, and on and on, IS the church'’s mission.

Where does my money go?
Your Intention to Give represents your commitment to share God's abundant love for all to experience.
Every dollar you commit and donate, goes to serve Federated'’s mission and vision in these ways:

1. Providing Meaningful Worship

2. Educating Children & Adults and Nurturing the Faith Journey

3. Serving the Community and the World

4. Caring for our Congregation

5. Building a Spirit of Generosity

6. Maintaining our Facilities for all these activities

How can | submit my Intention to Give?
A Mail or drop off an Intention to Give card at the church.
A Bring the card on Sunday November 12 to be placed in the offering plate.
A Submit your 2024 Intention to Give on our website at fedchurch.org/giving.
A Use your Realm account to submit your 2024 Intention to Give.

federated @ ¥ federated federated #
support » grow



https://fedchurch.org/giving/
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Save these December Dates!
Celebrate the season.

Saturday, December 2, 7PM - Celebrating Marcia Snavely

Sunday, December 3, Fellowship Hour - Youth Bake Sale

Monday, December 4, 6.30PM - Advent by Candlelight

Sunday, December 10
- Children's Choir Musical during Worship

- Special Fellowship Hour: Bethlehem Market + Lunch whimsical booths
and activities to bring Christmas Joy to Children of all ages

Wednesday, December 13
- Service of Hope and Healing, 5.30PM
- Special Holiday Wondrous Wednesday, 6.00PM

Thursday, December 14, Noon: Primetime Holiday Lunch at The Cabin

Saturday, December 16, 8PM: Apollo's Fire
“Wassail! An Irish-Appalachian Christmas”

Sunday, December 1/, 4.30PM: Worship with Nature + Potluck

Sunday, December 24: Christmas Eve Worship Services
@ 10AM
@ 4PM
@ 6.30PM
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https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations/Info/6cb51b12-4c3a-428a-8a25-b07a017a228e
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations/Info/3a73b708-f080-412a-95bd-b0ab0121a6fd
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations/Info/ad9665ea-bac3-42ed-a96c-b0ad011efd47
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations/Info/56f6a88b-69d7-4d43-9a6d-b08a00f8f73c
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations/Info/9b9e50a7-fada-400a-919a-b07a016d4ab2
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations/Info/cfd65967-c537-4fea-9335-b0ab012c7eeb

