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Thank You 2023….

Hello 2024!

https://www.fedchurch.org/


Page 2  |  The Spire  fedchurch.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of Our Church Moderator... 



440.247.6490  January 2024 |  Page 3 

 

(estimated use of 1/3 of the remaining proceeds). 

 

From the Desk of Our Church Moderator... 
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PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS  

‘Extravagant E-Welcome’  
Please like, share, and subscribe to our 

 

Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors 
have Standing Office Hours.  

We are here for you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
Senior Pastor                                           

Office Hours: Tuesdays 2PM-5PM 
P: 440.247.6490 x100   
E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org 

 
Rev. Betsy Wooster 

Pastor of Spiritual Formation 
  Office Hours: Mondays 1 PM-4 PM 
P: 440.247.6490 x101  
E: bwooster@fedchurch.org  

 
 

Federated News & Info 

Worship Themes for January 2024 Focus on  
Epiphany: Baptized to Follow, to Believe, to Be Taught, 

to Be Healed, to Be Transfigured by Love.  
 

Jan. 7                                                                                                             
“Baptized with the Holy Spirit”  
Mark 1:4-11                                                                                                                         
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches  
 
Jan. 14 
“Follow Me”  
John 1:43-51  
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches  
 
Jan. 21 
“Believe in the Good News”  
Mark 1:14-20  
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches  
 
Jan. 28 
“Taught with Authority” 
 Mark 1:21-28 
Rev. Betsy Wooster preaches  

 

Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM  

In-Person at Federated Church  
 
 
 

or  Online on our YouTube Channel:  
TheFederatedChurch  

www.facebook.com/
TheFederatedChurch 

www.instagram.com/
federatedchurch 

February Spire Deadline 
 

Do you have something you’d like     
to see in the February Spire?  

Please email your information to 
communications@fedchurch.org  

by Friday, January 19th 

Include “Spire” in the subject line. 

 In Memoriam 
 

Recognition of those who have 
passed recently.   

A farewell to friends; May God 
welcome them with open arms. 

Joyce Moore – Dec. 6, 2023 
Jack Sterling– Dec. 6, 2023  

 

mailto:hamthrock@fedchurch.org
mailto:bwooster@fedchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/TheFederatedChurch
http://www.instagram.com/federatedchurch
http://www.facebook.com/TheFederatedChurch
http://www.facebook.com/TheFederatedChurch
http://www.instagram.com/federatedchurch
http://www.instagram.com/federatedchurch
mailto:communications@fedchurch.org
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Wear Your Faith 
 

As you #LiveYourFaith, you can now #WearYourFaith.  
Federated merchandise is fun to wear and available!  

 To view the online store, click HERE .   

Fellowship Treats 
 

We are so excited to continue Fellowship Hour after Sunday worship services. Federated members 
take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the Congregational Care        
Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 
 

 

January 7– last names beginning with C or D 
 
 

January 14– last names beginning with E, F, or G 
 

January 21– last names beginning with H, I, J, or K 
 

January 28– last names beginning with L or M 
 
 

 

Women’s Ministries 

Women’s Fellowship Helping hands will be meeting January 22nd. FYI...we were 
able to deliver 83 Christmas cancer pillows & 2 fidget pads to Hospice, the re-
sults of our November meeting! For more information contact Lynne Kessell,  
lynnekessell@gmail.com.  

Rev. Betsy’s Spiritual Formation Corner 
 

~Looking Ahead to the Season of Lent~ 
This year, our Lenten Book Study is… the Bible!   

 
Beginning the week of Ash Wednesday in mid-February, our six-week Lectionary Bible 
study groups will begin. A lectionary Bible study refers to studying the scriptures that the 
pastors will preach on the following Sunday.  We will study passages from the gospels of 
Mark and John this year as we prepare our hearts and minds for the seasons of Lent and 
Easter. 

 

Keep Watch! Our Lenten Bible Study Group sign-ups are coming soon! 

https://federated2021store.itemorder.com/shop/sale/
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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We are truly grateful to all of you who have turned in your 2024 Generosity Campaign Intention 
to Give card or online pledge. This information helps us to more accurately plan for the coming 
year’s activities and programming.  
 

If you have not yet turned in an Intention to Give for 2024, it’s not too late! You can make your 
pledge online at fedchurch.org/giving or call or email Beth Rutkowski at 440-247-6490 ext. 115 
or brutkowski@fedchurch.org.  
 

If you are unsure if you have completed your pledged donation for 2023, this information can 
be found on Realm, or you can call or email Beth at the information above. 
 

Federated Church has a wonderful history of profound generosity, which comes from you, its 
dedicated friends and members. We see the blessings of this generosity play out every day in 
the lives of our church family and the wider community. 
 

Thank you and God bless you! 
 

The Generosity Commission 
Martine Scheuermann (Chair), Ken Horner, Maren Koepf,  
Michael Quintin, Dawn Thatcher 

Generosity Corner 

A Special Thank You... 
 

Words cannot express my gratitude for the magnificent 30th year Celebration Concert held 
on Dec. 2nd. I am still on “Cloud Nine.” It has been a “bucket list” dream to play the Saint Saens 
Organ Symphony and Handel Organ Concerto with an orchestra. Special thanks to Joshua 
Konow and Steve Eva for making it happen. And what a joy to play piano/organ duets with my 
favorite duet partner, Randy Fusco and hear the choir perform one of my favorite pieces,    
Rutter’s “Feel the Spirit.” The reception afterwards was also perfect, thanks to Nancy Isham 
and her crew.  
  

It has been such a privilege to be the Organist at the Federated Church for thirty years. I don’t 
know where the years have gone…. Whew!.. but what a fabulous journey. I‘ve had the oppor-
tunity to work with such talented  musicians…. directors, soloists, choirs, performing groups …  
and received such strong support from David Norling and Hamilton Throckmorton and the 
Federated staffs. And now, having the opportunity every week 
to play the Rogers/Schantz hybrid organ and Mason Hamlin 
concert grand and collaborate with Joshua, Pat and the choirs is 
so fulfilling.   
 

Thanks to all of you… and to the Lord for bringing me to  
Federated…. 
 

With love and gratitude,   
 
 
 
 

Marcia Snavely 

mailto:brutkowski@fedchurch.org
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Christmas Tree, Wreath, & Poinsettias Fund 
Federated’s Youth Programs are so appreciative of all those who purchased a poinsettia in honor or in 
memory of a loved one. Thank you for your support, for beautifying our Sanctuary during this holiday 
season, and for remembering someone special in your life this way. Federated is a premier messenger 
of Grace and love - and your thoughtfulness makes that possible.  
 
 

Many thanks to: 
Lisa Novak Antil in memory of Joel Novak 
Tom & Heidi Asplin in honor of our family and friends 
Tom and Bobbi Jo Baclawski in memory of Wanda Abrich (Bobbi's Mom) 
Tom and Bobbi Jo Baclawski in memory of Thomas Baclawski (Tom's Dad) 
Tom and Bobbi Jo Baclawski in memory of Jason Gell (Tom's Brother-in-Law) and all  
who have passed away. We love and remember you in Heaven. 
Jane Badal in memory of Alfred Badal 
Jane Badal in honor of Laura & Steve Hervert 
Eric & Tricia Baumgartner in memory of Ed & Betty Baumgartner 
Janet Berlincourt in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Don Berlincourt (parents) 
Janet Berlincourt in memory of Mr. & Mrs. W.D. Thomas (aunt & uncle) 
Barry & Kathie Biggin in memory of Clark and Jean Zimmerman 
Barry & Kathie Biggin in memory of Phyllis Biggin and Gerry Ann Draeger 
Jan Blank in honor of Terra and Karman 
Jan Blank in honor of Rita and Arvid Nyberg 
Jeanette Brown in memory of Glenn Brown 
Jeanette Brown in memory of John Laskowski 
Jeanette Brown in memory of Helmut Fochler 
Becky Carter in memory of Virginia & Paul N. Stewart (parents) and Helen Brown (friend) 
Marty Culbertson & Martine Scheuermann in honor of the staff at Federated Church 
Marty Culbertson & Martine Scheuermann in memory of Al & Shirley Culbertson 
Marty Culbertson & Martine Scheuermann in memory of George & Nancy Scheuermann 
Mark & Kathleen Davis in memory of Will Davis and Richard R.G. Hobson 
Gary & Dawn Dole in memory of our loved ones - no longer with us 
The Hively Family in memory of Tom Hively 
The Hively Family in honor of the Hively/Hogan Families 
Joan & Walker Johnson in memory of Mary & Eric Essex 
Joan & Walker Johnson in memory of Jane & John Johnson 
Dana Korosi in honor of Alexander Korosi, Nina Ulrick, and Marsha Helen Stroud 
Don, Charlene & Sarah Krejci and Patrick Cox in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Bates 
Don, Charlene & Sarah Krejci and Patrick Cox in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Krejci 
Sibyl & Dick McBride in memory of loved ones 
Sibyl & Dick McBride in honor of our wonderful family 
Gylene Pelton in honor of Dolores, Guy, & Rich Sankey, Guy Pelton, and David Pelton 
Polly Peters in memory of Don & Janet Peters 
Harry Rees & Karen Anderson in memory of Eleanor & Clarence Anderson 
Harry Rees & Karen Anderson in memory of Joan & Harry Rees 
Marcia Snavely in memory of Scott Snavely 
Marcia Snavely in memory of Charles, Ruth, & Larry King 
MarciaSnavely In memory of Marion & Geoff Snavely 
Cheryl Stone & Max Mehlman in memory of Helen, Henry, & Judith P. 
Bill & Linda Zelazny in honor of our extended families, past and present 
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Performing Arts Series ‘23-’24 Season 
 
 

Save the Dates!  

 
 

Full concert details and are available at fedchurch.org/PAS 
 

 

Saturday, February 24, 2024, 7pm  
Sonya Headlam, soprano 

Celebrating Black History Month 

Saturday, March 2, 2024, 7pm  
Cleveland Celtic Ensemble  
 with a community dinner! 

Thursday, April 25, 2024, 7:30pm 
Apollo’s Fire: “Bach’s Easter Oratorio” 

Friday, May 17, 2024, 7pm 
Factory Seconds Brass in Concert  

fedchurch.org/PAS
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New Artist in the Federated Gallery Space! 
Our own Rebecca Woehrle will be sharing her art 
with us in January.  How did she get to be an artist?  
Her printed story will be found hanging  amongst 
her paintings.  It may have something to do with a 
her father… conclusion to follow! Come be inspired! 

Wondrous Wednesday 

What is Horticultural Therapy? 
 

Is it crazy stuff with plants?  Why is the Cleveland Clinic willing to pay for it?  
Can I benefit from it?    

 

Come to Wondrous Wednesday on January 17th, and find out! 
 

Two Master Gardeners will talk about the interesting research behind it, and 
some of the amazing results they’ve experienced.  
 
You’ll have a chance to experience it for yourself when we all work together 
on a project.  Come learn something new! 
 
Dinner is at 6 pm, presentation is at 7 pm.  
Sign up at fedchurch.org/events or the 
poster by Fellowship Hall (where it will be 
held). 

fedchurch.org/events
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Youth & Family 

Federated Family Yoga 

 

Saturday, January 20th 
11am – 12pm 
$25/family 

 

It’s parents and kids, playing, working 

and relaxing together in one hour of 
quality connection and FUN! With the 

intention of nourishing body, mind &  

spirit we will practice yoga postures, 

play yoga games and explore partner 
yoga poses. No prior yoga experience 

necessary. Bring a yoga mat for each 

person if you have them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration is required at fedchurch.org/events or by emailing klefeber@fedchurch.org 

Facilitated by Polly Manke, The Heart Center | Yoga Wellness Reiki 

fedchurch.org/events
mailto:klefeber@fedchurch.org
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Youth & Family 
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Primetime  Fun!  

RSVP via REALM or to Melissa: mowen@fedchurch.org / 805.636.4256  

 

Primetime Lunch Out: The Original Mario Fazio’s  
Thursday, January 18 at Noon 
 

Join us at Mario Fazio’s: 34400 Chardon Rd, Willoughby Hills, OH 44094  
 

The Mario Fazio team has cheerfully & earnestly devoted their lives to the evolution 
of the restaurant – they are passionate about food & beverage and you will taste the 
love in every bite and sip.. Join us  at this iconic spot for lunch and laughter!  
RSVP—Need a ride?  Contact Melissa—carpooling is available!  

 

Thank You for a Wonderful 2023 !   

 

     Save these 2024 Dates: 
 

✓ January 18. Noon: Lunch Out at Mario Fazio’s 

✓ February 16, Noon: Lunch Out at Guido’s in Chesterland 

✓ February 24, 7PM: Sonya Headlam, Soprano Celebrating Black History Month 

✓ March 15, 5PM: Dinner + 100 Years Rhapsody in Blue, Cleveland Jazz Orchestra, Pops 

✓ March 22, Noon: Lunch Out at Cooper’s Hawk  

https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
mailto:mowen@fedchurch.org
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
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Mission & Service 
A New process to choose the Christmas Eve Offering continued… 
 
In September the Mission and Service Commission announced a change to the process of 
choosing a recipient for our Christmas Eve offering.  The commission would like to share 
how the revised process worked. 
 
The commission asked members of the congregation to nominate a worthy organization 
to be considered for the Christmas Eve Offering.  The goal of this offering is to make a 
considerable impact on an organization’s programming needs and wanted to reach an    
organization that speaks to how the Federated Church family is living their faith beyond 
the walls of the church. 
 
The Mission and Service Commission researched the nominees and chose four                 
organizations to have a spokesperson present a short summary of their programs, goals, 
and needs at a Mission and Services meeting in late November.   
 
As you know, Humble Design was the organization chosen to receive the 2023 offering.  
What you may not know is that the other three organizations, Harriet Tubman Movement, 
InMotion and Power of Harmony received a donation to support their work from the     
Mission and Service 2023 budget.   
 
You can learn more about these three organizations via their websites. 
 

www.harriettubmanmovement.org 
 

www.beinmotion.org 
 

www.harmonyfoundation.org 
 

 

http://www.harriettubmanmovement.org
http://www.beinmotion.org
http://www.harmonyfoundation.org
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A Pilgrimage* to the Southern Border 
Wednesday, January 10 - Monday January 15, 2024 

Sponsored by: 
 The Adult Faith and Life Department:  

Plymouth Church UCC of Shaker Hts., Ohio  
and 

Good Shepherd UCC of Sahaurita, Arizona 
Read more about the Arizona event:  www.Commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com 

 
Interested in this pilgrimage:   

Contact Rev. Brenda at: pilgrimagebjg2024@gmail.com  or  
Rev. Matt Wooster at: mwooster@plymouthchurch.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
http://www.commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com/
mailto:pilgrimagebjg2024@gmail.com
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Worship With Nature 
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Community Partners 

Upcoming vote on the FLC 
In February of 2020, the congregation overwhelmingly chose to support a partnership with the CLC. 
The CLC is using the FLC in a way that is both financially sustainable and mission-based which the 
church originally desired. As you have likely read, the church council is recommending the sale of the 
FLC property. Both the CLC and Federated Church are made stronger by our partnership. We hope 
for continued support from the congregation so that the CLC can operate as a burgeoning asset of 
community engagement and mission outreach.

http://communitylifecollaborative.org
https://communitylifecollaborative.org/
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Community Partners 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

You are invited to join our friends from NOICA (Northern Ohio Intercultural Association) 
for fun, educational experiences that provide a wonderful opportunity for cultural     
exchange. Learn more about the food and customs by participating in the following 
events: 
 

 

IFTAR (Dinner) 

http://fedchurch.org/events
http://fedchurch.org/events


 

 

Vol. 95      No. 27 January. 2024 
Address Service Requested 

 
CLERGY 
   Hamilton Throckmorton, Senior Pastor 
   Betsy Wooster, Pastor of Spiritual Formation 
 
Administration Staff 
   Melissa Owen, Senior Director of People and Operations 
   Brooke Strong, Congregational Life Administrator 
   Beth Rutkowski, Director of Generosity  
* Marty Culbertson, Transitional JOY / Missions 
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead 
 
Music Staff 
   Joshua Konow, Director of Music Ministries 
* Marcia Snavely, Organist 
* Pat Haynish, Director of Children’s Choir 
 
Children’s Ministries Staff 
* Kristin LeFeber, Director of Children’s Faith Formation   
*Alex Bell, Lianna Davis, Tanya Goff,  Childcare 
*Shawn Bottcher, Emma Bottcher, Sunday School Teachers 
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part-time staff 

Hope to see you  
this Sunday!  

 

10:00 AM 
In person and Online 

 
 

76 Bell Street 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 

Contact Us! 
 

www.fedchurch.org 
fedchurch@fedchurch.org 

 
Phone: 440.247.6490 

Fax: 440.247.2516 
 

Facebook: facebook.com/
thefederatedchurch 

 
Instagram: @federatedchurch 


