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Federated is Officially a
Creation Justice Church!
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Dear Friends,

| can't let this issue of the Spire go without thanking Melissa Owen for her exceptional work these
last four years as Senior Director of People and Operations. She will be leaving us on May 16, and
we are immensely grateful for all she has been and done. Melissa began at Federated in April of
2020, one month into the COVID pandemic. It was difficult enough for any of us to figure out how
to be the church in the middle of that upheaval, let alone to begin a new job during that period of
enforced isolation, and get to know people and learn about policies and procedures of an
organization that is entirely new to you. Melissa navigated that challenge with enormous energy
and determination and resilience, talking with endless people by phone and conducting numerous
meetings by Zoom. Decisions had to be made daily about how to stay safe and to be responsible
and not to be undone as a church by this massive disruption. She never seemed the slightest bit
daunted by any of it. Few people could have done it well. Melissa did it with grace and drive and
imagination. It was as though she were born to that role. We were richly blessed in that period of
the church’s life by her tenacity, creativity, and dedication.

Nor was that all, though. As time went on, Melissa showed her skill in countless dimensions of
church life. She assumed leadership of Primetime and took over the work of being the church
liaison to bereaved families planning memorial services, neither task of which had been remotely in
her job description. She planned budgets with rare aplomb, organized countless dimensions of
church life, and jumped in with both feet to the huge panoply of church activities. She got to know
us. She has been deeply invested in us. Our gratitude to her is boundless. And we will miss her
greatly. Thank you, Melissa, for all you have given to us and done for us. We are grateful beyond
words.

| want you to know that church leadership and | are actively engaged in filling that position. We have
had numerous applicants, and we are well along in our process. | am confident that we will find just
the right person to work with lay leadership and me in guiding and sustaining this church, not just
maintaining what already is but dreaming with us about what could be and what can be. As much as
we will miss Melissa, it is also true that God will provide for us in ways we cannot yet imagine.

As we arrive at the end of this month of May at the great festival of Pentecost, we will celebrate

God's gift to us of the Holy Spirit. May we be attentive to the blowing of that holy wind in our midst.
And may we trust that God will provide in ever new and promising ways.

Yours in Christ,
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Worship Themes for Easter 2024:
“"The Magnificence of God”

May 5, Easter Week 6:

John 15:9-17

“I Have Called You Friends”
Rev. Betsy Wooster preaches

May 12, Easter Week 7:

Mother’s Day

John 17:6-19

“Everything You Have Given Me Is From You”
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

May 19:

Pentecost

Psalm 23

“Everyone Who Calls on the Name of God Shall Be Saved”
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

May 26, :

Trinity Sunday

John 3:1-17

“Born from Above”

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM
In-Person at Federated Church

or Online on our YouTube Channel:
TheFederatedChurch
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Do you have something you'd like

. o
to see in the May Spire~ passed recently.

Please email your information to
communications@fedchurch.org

by Friday, May 24th Jack Freer- April 10

Include “Spire” in the subject line.

Recognition of those who have

A farewell to friends; May God
welcome them with open arms.

PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS

Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors
have Standing Office Hours.
We are here for you!

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton
Senior Pastor
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2PM-5PM
P:440.247.6490 x100
E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org

Rev. Betsy Wooster
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
Office Hours: Mondays 1PM-4 PM
P:440.247.6490 x101
E: bwooster@fedchurch.org

‘Extravagant E-Welcome'’
[Please like, share, and subscribe to our

www.facebook.com/
TheFederatedChurch

www.instagram.com
@ federatedchurch
; 4
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From the Desk of the Moderator

Staffing Update from the Moderator

It is with mixed emotions that | announce that Melissa Owen has accepted another
position and will be leaving Federated Church. She has been an integral part of the
church staff and has seen us through a significant period of change. Throughout Covid,
she helped keep the church running smoothly and made significant improvements in our
property, facilities and operations. Please join me in expressing our thanks for her service
and dedication, her commitment and hard work, and dedication to the Federated
congregation as a whole.

Her last day will be May 16™. We will begin recruiting for her replacement immediately.

Let us continue to keep Melissa in our prayers as she embarks on this new chapter in her
life.

- T federated

Welcome to the Flock!

A warm Federated Welcome to our new members. After attending two Inquirer's
Classes, they joined on Sunday, April 28th; the morning began with breakfast provided
by the Congregational Care Commission, then stating their membership vows with the
congregation during the church service, followed by cake and fellowship. Welcome:
Stephen Behmlander, Kimberly Craig, Owen Foster, Toni Foster, Joan Johnson,
Walker Johnson, Barbara Robertson, Marilyn Wise, Darren Wyville, and Lynn
Wyville. Be sure to say hello when you see them!

federated &
SToWw
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Women's Ministries

Circle members, mark your calendars! On May 20th, we'll be going out to lunch. The
destination will be announced, and we'll meet at 12:30.

Helping Hands will meet on May 27th at 10o'clock in
the room on the lower level. We'll be stuffing pillows and
may work on some fidget pads.

Sit & Stitch will continue to meet every Thursday at
10 o'clock in room 340.

For more information contact Lynne Kessell,
lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

May 5- last names beginning with A or B
May 12- last names beginning with C or D
May 19- last names beginning withE, F, or G
May 26- last names beginning with H, |, J, and K

Wear Your Faith
As you #LiveYourFaith, you can now
#WearYourFaith.

Federated merchandise is fun to wear and available!

To view the online store, click HERE .
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Federated Church presents...

\e\é Rummage Sale\9 (/4,
&

Half Price :

GENERAL SALE:
Bag Sale:
($1(5 admission) 9AM-5PM 9AM-NOON
Family Life Center

16349 Chillicothe Road
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 44023

FedChurch.org/TNT .!.
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Silent Saturday -
World Labyrinth Day

Saturday, May 4, 2024
9:45am - 1:30 pm
Federated Church

76 Bell St., Chagrin Falls

Do you seek the still, quiet voice of God? Come explore the indwelling

presence of God within each of us and our intimate relationship with

God. We will learn about and practice contemplative prayer, and also
explore praying through labyrinth walking.

Light refreshments will be served for breakfast and lunch. (Freewill
offering to cover food).

Morning program will end with lunch at noon. Then join us for labyrinth
walking at 12 in honor of World Labyrinth Day’s invitation to
“"Walk as One at One.” We will travel to the Family Life Center Outdoor
Labyrinth(216349 Chillicothe Rd. Bainbridge) weather permitting,
or walk a labyrinth at 76 Bell Street.

Presented by Federated Church in conjunction with Contemplative Outreach of Northeast

Ohio (Coneo.org). Questions? Contact reverendsusi@gmail.com. E_] A [w]
Please register on: https://fedchurch.org/events/ or with QR Code: S A =
g
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Community Partners

An Interfaith Community Dialogue

with a focus on getting to know

your Muslim neighbor
Federated United Church of Christ invites you to share in conversation with people of different
belief systems, ethnicities, racial backgrounds, and cultures. Enjoy a cup of tea and light
refreshments. Engage in honest dialogue in a nonjudgmental, respectful environment in which
each person has an opportunity to listen and to be heard.

Sunday, May 5, 2024

Registration 2:00-2:30 Program 2:30- 4:00
Federated United Church of Christ
Fellowship Hall 76 Bell St. Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

Register at: fedchurch.org/events or call 440-247-6490 or use QR code: a 3‘3‘-';
Walk-ins welcome but early registration encouraged to facilitate check-in
Be aware of street construction in the area — follow detours
Parking in lot behind church for handicapped or park up in adjacent middle school lot

Teatime for Peace seeks to build bridges across different religions and cultures, to heal divisions and
overcome stereotypes, to reduce fear of the “other”. During guided conversations about faith, values,
and family history in America, we experience our commonality and shared humanity.

Be Part of Building the Beloved Community

T federated | o~
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https://fedchurch.org @;ﬂ;% CAI R
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Council on American-
Islamic Relations, Ohio
www.caircleveland.com

Teatime4Peace@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook
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Mother’s Day Pictures Needed

Celebrate the mothers in our lives during our worship
service on Sunday, May 12th. Please send a favorite
image of your mom to Marty Culbertson at

pics@fedchurch.org, noting "Mom Photo" in the subject ‘ N4
line. Include your mom's name and send no later than r"'J ‘(;
May 7th. Let's honor and appreciate all the wonderful .

moms in our community!

B ~ ~ -~

Want to dive a little deeper into
“THE EMOTIONAL LIVES OF TEENAGERS"
by Dr. Lisa Damour?

JOIN US FOR AN IN DEPTH DISCUSSION OF THIS BOOK!

09 E NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
MAY : 7PM
Federated Church
76 Bell Street
OF
ALL ARE WELCOME! feenagers

Raising Connected, Capable, and

For more information or to
RSVP email Beth at
brutkowski@fedchurch.org

Compassionate Adolescents

t

Walkie Talkies
A New Group: WALKIE TALKIES

The Congregational Care Commission is starting a new walking
group on Thursday, June 6. It will meet at the church for fun and Y '. Y ﬁk
exercise every Thursday at 9:00 am. We will stay on the sidewalks
through the village and all abilities are welcome! For more
information, contact Jane Biggar at jcbiggar4d@gmail.com.
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Memorial Day Weekend
Sunday, May 26 - Memorial Day Weekend

Our Sunday service will be held at the Family Life Center on May 26. To avoid road closures, as well as
parking and traffic issues due to the Blossom Festival and Run, we will meet for worship at the FLC at
the usual time of 10:00 am. There will be no Sunday School or childcare, but there will be quiet

lay-space available for kids.
o federated &
worship
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