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Dan Allen - Maria Arnold - Will Asplin - Debbie Baker - Doug Bannerman - Lu Bannerman -
Cindy Barclay - Bob Bathgate - Mimi Bathgate - Tricia Baumgartner - Chris Bednar - Jane
Biggar - Barry Biggin - Jan Blank - Norma Bobbitt - Trent Bobbitt - Mary Ann Boysen - Jeff
Brown - Peter Brown - Rose Brown - Paul Cantlay - Ann Chaney - Barb Church - Doug Church -
Maureen Corrigan - Carolyn Cunningham - Gary Dole - Sunny Doxey - Nancy Fenner - Nelson
Fenner - Phyllis Ference - Justin Forester - Xander Forester - Owen Foster - Toni Foster - Bill
Franz - Diana Gardner - Trina Gigax - Emilie Gottsegen - David Hageman - Mari Hageman -
Robin Harbage - Leah Hassett - Dolly Herschel - Donna Hogarth - Ken Horner - Karen Hunter -
Dan Isaacson - Sandy Isaacson - Nancy Isham - Mark Jerome - Sue Jerome - Lee Johns - Karen
Johns - Paul Kaas - Dan Kershner - Dennis Kieta - Kathy Kieta - Maren Koepf - Kathy Kolcaba -
Susan Kramer - Mary Kudasick - Gloria Lapsansky - Ann Lentz - Mary Liechty - Betsy Mast -
Jan Mast - Caroline McClennan - Joyce McFarland - Sandra Meyer - Tom Meyer - Courtland
Miller - Laurie Nice - Darlene Nichols - Bob Ohlrich - Jene Ohlrich - Barbara Patton - Wendy
Pierce - Ward Pierson - Arlene Pincus - Marty Ray - Kathy Rayer - Joan Rieke - Judy
Riemenschneider - Robbie Robertson - Harriett Rogers - Linnea Rostek - Carole Rounds - Jim
Scheuermann - Phil Snyder - Vicki Snyder - Cher Stone - Elaine Turner - Diane Tuuri - Colleen
Varga - Carole Wakeman - Al Woehrle - Rebecca Woehrle - Joy Wyatt - Harper Wyville - Barb
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Dear Friends,

Last month in this space, | had the pleasure of giving thanks for the work of Melissa Owen, our
recently-departed Senior Director of People and Operations (SDPO). This month, | have the joy of
celebrating the arrival of our two most recently-engaged staff members.

Into the role of SDPO steps Beth Rutkowski. Beth has, for a year, been on the staff of Federated as
our Director of Generosity. Working closely with Melissa, she took on that position with gusto,
initiating many contacts in the community and, in a full-time role, broadening the work that Laura
Taylor, in a part-time role, had so ably begun. Having served several years earlier as moderator of
Federated, and having willingly extended her term by a year during the COVID pandemic, Beth is
extremely familiar with the church and its staff and procedures, and is deeply committed to the
church’s life and mission. She’s the ideal person to assume the position of SDPO, and has stepped
into it with vigor and creativity. We are extremely blessed to have her in that role.

On June 3, Thea Mozingo will take over the role of Director of Generosity. A longtime member of
the church, Thea has been involved for many years. This is, in fact, not Thea'’s first role on the
church staff. A number of years ago, she served in an interim capacity in our children’s ministry
department. She has an instinctive understanding of the role of giving in the church, and will
contribute wonderfully to deepening our sense of the importance of generosity. | couldn’t be
happier than to have Thea as our new Director of Generosity.

Both Beth and Thea understand what it’s like to work for non-profits, having worked in that world
for many years. And they are both animated by a deep and abiding faith honed by a lifetime of
engagement with the church.

During this time of transition for the church, and as | prepare to retire, Federated is deeply blessed
to have people of such rich ability and faithfulness step into these crucial positions. Please greet
them when you see them and let them know how grateful we are for their service to God and
Federated.

HuullsT,
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May 8, 2024
Dear Members and Friends of Federated Church,

| write to let you know that, after much reflection and prayer, | have decided to retire from
Federated Church and from full-time pastoral ministry. My last Sunday in the pulpit will be October
27,2024, and my retirement will be effective November 1, 2024.

After more than 37 years in the ministry, | am ready to assume a different pace to life. Mary and |
look forward to doing some traveling and to having the chance to visit with family and friends. |
anticipate opportunities to contribute to, and to enjoy, life in new, and as yet unimagined, ways. It's
a time, for me, of open-ended promise.

At the same time, though, retirement will be, for me, an event of notable loss and of palpable grief.
When | began my ministry here in November of 2004, | could hardly have imagined the graces that
awaited me. | have experienced unsurpassed joy in the ministry. The opportunity to partner with
you in the gospel has been extraordinarily rewarding. You and | have shared major life events,
including illnesses and divorces and deaths and births and baptisms and weddings. We have
together opened ourselves to God's presence, guidance, and peace. We have sought to discern
direction for the church, for ourselves, for each other, and for the world. We have wrestled together
with manifold challenges. We have shared times of both desolation and elation. It has been the joy
and privilege of a lifetime for me to have served as your pastor for these last 20 years, and for us
to have served God together. “Thank you” hardly seems adequate for that incredibly rich grace.

After my retirement, Mary and | plan to continue to live in our current home in South Russell. And
while that means | may see you around town, it is also important for me to remind us all that,
effective with my retirement, and in accordance with the practices of retiring United Church of
Christ pastors, | will no longer be performing the public functions of ministry at Federated and with
church members. | will absent myself from the church. And | will no longer be performing baptisms,
weddings, and memorial services for church members. And while that separation may strike some
as harsh, it is the larger church’s way of assuring that you establish a bond with the new pastor who
will follow.

Federated Church is a remarkable place. You will now move to a new chapter in your common life,
and | am convinced that it will be a chapter that is full of grace. My prayer is that you will lean into
that and look excitedly toward the future that is to come.

| will miss you more than | can say. And at the same time, | trust that God will go with us all into the
new vistas that await us. May God hold us all close in this tender transitional time.

Yours in Christ and with immense gratitude,

HauullsT,

Hamilton Throckmorton
. Senior Pastor, Federated Church
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May 8, 2024
Dear Members of Federated Church,

| know the news of Hamilton’s retirement is a shock to all of you. Like all retirement
announcements, we're incredibly happy that he can spend time with his family and gently lay down
the burden of pastor life that he’s carried for so long. We're sad for all of us, he’'s done an amazing
job leading Federated for twenty years and we have a hard time imaging the next leader. But as
with all challenges that come to us, God is with us through this journey.

First, a thank you to Hamilton. You've been a beacon of light, a compassionate leader, a powerful
educator and an inspiration to us all. You've done the good work of the Lord in our lives and left
us better for it. As you spend time relaxing, traveling, laughing and walking around the
neighborhood, rest easy that you did an amazing job. You're leaving a congregation that is
extremely grateful for all you've done for us.

Hamilton's retirement will be effective November 1, 2024. The council is working closely with the
UCC denomination team to find an interim pastor for a 12 month term. After November 7, all
church inquiries and needs should be directed to the new pastor or the church office.

Finding a new pastor is a serious undertaking. We'll be forming a pastoral transition committee
that will work to carefully understand and document the needs of the church and lead up to the
beginning of the search process. Jeff Miller, Vice Moderator, will be leading the interview process
for the interim pastor and also leading that transition team. The transition team will work through
the summer, leading up to a formal search committee that will be elected and approved by the
entire church body in the fall.

Hamilton, we want to express our deepest gratitude for your selfless service. Your dedication,
wisdom, and love have left an indelible mark on our hearts. As you step into this new chapter of
your life, know that you carry our blessings, love and prayers with you.

As we prepare for this transition, let us come together in prayer, celebrating the legacy Hamilton
leaves and eagerly anticipating the next chapter for our congregation.

May God's grace continue to guide us as we move forward.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Stephen Downey
. Moderator, Federated Church
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Worship Themes for June 2024:

PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS
June 2:
Il Corinthians 4:5-12 Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors
“For we do not proclaim ourselves, we proclaim Jesus Christ have Standing Office Hours.

as Lord and ourselves as those enslaved to you for Jesus’ sake.” (4:5)
Rev. Betsy Wooster preaches

We are here for you!

June O:

Il Corinthians 4:13-5:1

“We look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen” (4:18)
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

June 16:

Il Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation” (5:17) Senior Pastor

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches Office Hours: Tuesdays 2PM-5PM
P:440.247.6490 x100

June 23: E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org

Il Corinthians 6:1-13
“See, now is the day of salvation!” (6:2)
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

June 30:

Il Corinthians 8:7-15

“The one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had
little did not have too little.” (8:15)

Rev. Betsy Wooster preaches

Rev. Betsy Wooster

. . Pastor of Spiritual Formation
Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM Office Hours: Mondays 1PM-4 PM
In-Person at Federated Church P: 440.247.6490 X101
or Online on our YouTube Channel: E: bwooster@fedchurch.org
TheFederatedChurch

N , ‘Extravagant E-Welcome'’
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Do you have something you'd like
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passed recently. erederate urc

Please email your information to
communications@fedchurch.org A farewell to friends; May God

by Friday, June 21st welcome them with open arms. www.instagram.com
! federatedchurch
' 4

Include “Spire” in the subject line.
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From the Desk of the Moderator

Staffing Update from the Moderator

With all the moving pieces of our latest staff updates, | thought it important to make sure
everyone was aware of the current plans.

First, for the Senior Director of People and Operations, we're happy that Beth Rutkowski
accepted the position and is in full stride already. Beth was serving as the Director of
Generosity, and it was great to be able to promote her to this important role. Beth is now
responsible for the management of the church staff, along with the facility operations,
service planning and day-to-day finance. Backfilling Beth's Generosity role, we were able
to hire one of our amazing congregation members, Thea Mozingo. Thea has embraced
the Director of Generosity position and will be working on outreach and generosity
programs.

Since Hamilton's retirement announcement, we've been working through the process of
recruiting an interim pastor. That work is being led by Jeff Miller, our Vice Moderator.
Hamilton’s last day will be October 3T and the interim pastor will start serving on
November 1 for a one-year term. In the fall, we'll be forming up the official pastoral
search committee and begin the process of understanding the church pastoral
requirements.

In the meantime, our church is strong and continues our programs of growth. The
Memorial Day weekend service at the Family Life Center was beautiful, with a great
LBGTQ+ dance there still to come.

| trust everyone had a wonderful Blossom Festival weekend and is looking forward to a
beautiful summer. If you have any questions on any of the latest updates, please reach

4y
... T federated

Moderator
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Women'’s Ministries
Circle Members, there will be no Circle meeting in June..
Helping Hands will meet on June 24th at 10'clock in the room

on the lower level will continue to stuff cancer pillows and work
on some fidgets mats

Sit & Stitch will continue to meet every Thursday at 10 o'clock
in room 340 to make prayer shawls and prayer squares.

For more information contact Lynne Kessell,
lynnekessell@gmail.com.

| want to add a thank you note to everyone that has been so sup-
portive after my little mishap.... sending food and prayers and
love my way. | really appreciate my Federated family and friends.

~Lynne

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

June 2- last names beginning with H, |, J, and K

June 9- last names beginning with L or M
June 16- last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, and R

June 23- last names beginningwithSor T
June 30- last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, and Z

Wear Your Faith
As you #LiveYourFaith, you can now
#WearYourFaith.

Federated merchandise is fun to wear and available!

To view the online store, click HERE .
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Time to share the love for
fathers and the men that
were like fathers to us!

Send a Picture of your Dad or your
favorite father figure
To: Marty at Pics@fedchurch.org

Mark the email Father’s Day and
please give names!
Send by June 11 for the
2024 Father’s Day GIM
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