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Dear Friends,

Happy mid-summer to you! | love summer at Federated, a time when we can slow down a
little, gather for summer events like our all-church picnic, and enjoy a variety of preachers
who share their gifts with us. Especially for me, it is choosing summer worship themes that
brings me a lot of Joy. In July, |, along with several other gifted preachers, will offer sermons
on variations of a particular theme.

In July, we'll explore and preach variations on the theme “What Our Church is Called to
be.” This is an invitation to explore the various ways in which the church is called to minister
to the world. Each week, we will propose a different image: a fortress, a lifeboat, a training
ground, and a hospital. Each of these metaphors reveals important things about our
church’s mission, and each of them is also incomplete on its own. | hope that this sermon
series will be both affirming of our community and also provocative as we imagine our
future. We look forward to sharing these sermons with you, starting on July 7th and
concluding on July 28™.

| would love to hear from you if you think of other metaphors that the church might be
called to be! Who knows? Maybe by the end of summer we'll have gathered a myriad of
ways that the church is called to be in the world. We can share our ideas with one another
and perhaps together discover new church practices that are related to these themes. The
possibilities for sharing our faith and the transformative love of God are endless. We live in
a time marked by much division, a division that affects our country, workplaces, schools,
neighbors, and even friends and family. These divisions cannot have the last word in our
lives. Considering ways in which the church is called to be in the world, and then living them
out together, may, even if slowly, help lessen the divisions of our time and increase the ac-
tions of God's love and healing in the world around us.

May God hold you and keep you,

Betsy
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Worship Themes for July 2024:
PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS

“Our Church s Called to Be....."”
July 7 Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors

have Standing Office Hours.
We are here for you!

Our Church is Called to be...a Fortress.
Scripture: Psalm 18:1-3, Ephesians 2:19-22
Brian Bagley-Bonner preaching

July 14

Our Churchis Called to be...a Life Boat.
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:18-20

Betsy Wooster preaching
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton

Senior Pastor
July 21 Office Hours: Tuesdays 2PM-5PM
Our Church is Called to be...a Training Ground. P: 440.247.6490 x100
Scripture: Mark 8:31-38 E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org
Kristin LeFeber preaching

July 28

Our Church is Called to be...a Hospital.
Scripture: Mark 1:29-34
Marty Culbertson preaching

Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM Rev. Betsy Wooster
In-Person at Federated Church Pastor of Spiritual Formation
or Online on our YouTube Channel: Office Hours: Mondays 1PM-4 PM
TheFederatedChurch P:440.247.6490 x101

E: bwooster@fedchurch.org

‘Extravagant E-Welcome'’
Please like, share, and subscribe to our
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Do you have something you'd like L )f aSY2N
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to seein the July Spire? Recognition of those who have ¥;W:_ fzceb:o:cc:m .
passed recently. erederate urc

Please email your information to
communications@fedchurch.org A farewell to friends; May God

by Friday, July 26th welcome them with open arms. www.instagram.com
' federatedchurch
; 4

Include “Spire” in the subject line.
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Rev. Betsy's Spiritual Formation Corner
Our Summer FED TALKS Ministry at Federated!

Summer Fed Talks will take place on August 5™ at our
All-Church Picnic!

Hear church members share faith stories with us!
Picnic held at Frohring Meadows from 6:00-8:00 PM
For more details on the picnic, contact members of the Congregational Care Commission.

What IS FED TALKS, you might ask?

Essentially, Fed Talks is story hour for all ages. FED TALKS is an intergenerational
ministry at Federated Church where one or two people, chosen in advance, will share a personal faith
story with all who are gathered. FED TALKS will continue to happen quarterly and will be offered in vari-
ous forums at the church throughout the year. All are invited!

Join us at the August 5™ All Church Picnic for dinner and stories,

a beautiful and meaningful way to learn more about each other and give thanks to God for the life of
faith that we share. See you there!

Please contact Rev. Betsy Wooster at bwooster@fedchurch.org with questions.

federated #
STOW

K dzNDOK @z

O

t-af ¢KS { LIANB TSR


https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Registrations
mailto:bwooster@fedchurch.org

Women's Ministries
Circle Members, there will be no Circle meeting in July.

Helping Hands helping hands will be meeting on July 22 at 1
o'clock in the lower level meeting room. We will be continuing to
stuff cancer pillows and working on our new project, the tote
bags for the kids to use in church for Kristen Lefeber.

Sit & Stitch will continue to meet every Thursday at 10 o'clock
in room 340. There will be no meeting on Thursday, July 4. We
will be making prayer shawls, baptismal blankets and prayer
squares. Hope you can join us.

For more information contact Lynne Kessell,
lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

July 7- last names beginningwithSor T
July 14- last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, and Z
July 21- last names beginning with A or B

July 28- last names beginning with Cor D

Wear Your Faith
As you #LiveYourFaith, you can now
#WearYourFaith.

Federated merchandise is fun to wear and available!

To view the online store, click HERE .
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St. Paul’s Trailer
Sunday, July 7, 9:30-11:30 AM

The St. Paul's Trailer will be open on the first Sunday of the month from 9:30-11:30 AM
to receive your donations. Clean clothing, household items, and small appliances are
acceptable. Please, no undergarments or TV's.

Contact Marty Culbertson if you have any questions. Mculbert@fedchurch.org

A Special Offering of the United Church of Christ
Will be received on Sunday, July 28th
CHRISTMAS IN JULY

For decades, The Christmas Fund — formerly known as “Veterans of the Cross” — has helped
provide supplemental monies for pension and health insurance premiums to low-income
retirees. The offering provides gift checks to hundreds of annuitants, but it also provides
emergency assistance to clergy and lay employees and their families throughout the year.

They say money doesn’t make you happy. But we know that having enough to live is essential.
Our Christmas in July offering will be received on July 28, 2024. you can make checks out to
Federated Church and mark the memo line “Christmas Fund”, use the envelopes in the pews

or give online at Fedchurch.org/giving.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration to The Christmas Fund,

The Mission and Service Commission
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Greater Cleveland

Habitat

for Humanity®

‘PLLAAY

HOUSE
PROJECT

SUMMER PLAYHOUSE PROJECT

A playhouse is one of the first opportunities a child has to imagine what having a
home of their own means to them. The playhouse will be built here at Federated and
will be customized specifically to a qualified family in the community. Toward the
end of the building day, the family will arrive to take home their playhouse!

A few Federated families will be building one of these awesome playhouses here in
the parking lot on July 3T from 1-6pm. Habitat will provide the materials, the
know-how and the tools & Federated will provide the painting plan, the people

power and the heart for mission.

Habitat requests a donation of $2,500 to help defray the cost of the playhouse and
support the construction of big houses right here in Cuyahoga County. If you are
interested in supporting this meaningful project, you can do so through Realm or
any other regular giving option with HABITAT PLAYHOUSE in the memo line or on
your envelope.

Thank youl!

federated # &
et federatecciwt
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Conﬂrmation Class for the

2024-25 program
in September. We can

year begins

¢ wait!

Confirmation Class at Federated is held every other year for 9th and 10th
graders. Students in higher grades who have missed Confirmation in the past
are also highly encouraged to join!

¢ Class begins in mid-September and ends in early May on Confirmation
Sunday (all dates will be given to parents and students). Classes will be led
by Rev. Betsy Wooster and Zach LeFeber.

¢ Class will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:45-11:15AM.

» Confirmation class includes having our students sometimes take part in
worship services as greeters, ushers, readers, and musicians.

* Confirmation students are encouraged to attend Sunday worship on the
Sundays we do not have class.

September 8 Open House & Orientation Meeting

for parents and students after the Rally Day worship service.

Questions? contact Betsy Wooster at bwooster@fedchurch.org
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Fun At Federated
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Primetime Fun!

Primetime Annual Picnic

ll.l!.llll'.lll IIDIIIIDI lllI!lll.
Thursday, July 25 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 1 !‘F"?!!:::::::::::
Frohring Meadows, Katydid Shelter : - ‘
16780 Savage Road
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023

Lunch Menu will include hot dogs, burgers,

uu:.;.' b iy d oy T ——

veggie burgers, beans and potato salad!

Bingo after lunch! Everyone wins a prize !

Cost: $10 (fine to pay at the picnic)

Carpooling available, contact the Office. ~ TEETEEEEE : ssEssEsEERERERE.-
RSVP by July 22, 2023

Primetime: Nautica Lunch Cruise
Friday, August 30 at 10:30AM-3:30PM

Join us for a Nautica cruise and lunch through
Cleveland on Lake Erie on the brand new Lady
Caroline boat. While cruising, we should see the
Air Show practice flights. Please note, there are
stairs on the boat..

Meet in the Family Life Center Parking Lot
at 10.30 AM, board the bus and we will ferry’ off
to the boat launch. Cost: $60.

Save The Date:

~September 8th: Rally Day gave
~September 16, 2024 (time TBD): he
Who? You, all of your friends & anyone interested in learning more about oa‘e"
Primetime What? Food, fun, fellowship and some planning for the upcoming

program year. Stay tuned for more information!

RSVP via REALM or to Thea: tmozingo@fedchurch.org / 440.247.6490

440.247.6490 April 2024 | Page 1
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Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM)

A ministry for action as we live into our call for Care and Justice for all of God’s people and creation

Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News

The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice
and witness to God’s love for all people and creation and to
advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated
against and denied their inherent rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world.

Next SJAM Meeting: August 18, 2024 at 11: 30 at B
Zoom usi ndtttipiss /I/iumskK:2web. zoom. us/ |/ 8359555835472
pwd=U1VxZU5SZONj cEVkbEcxeXpsbVI WdzO09

JULY Events:

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

BECOMING
NICOLE
Amy Ellis Nutt

Join us for a Book discussion on July 18th from 6:30 - 8 pm at
the Franz Home (8463 Summit Dr, Chagrin Falls, OH, 44023).
Before coming, read the book: Becoming Nicole: The
Transformation of an American Family by Amy Ellis Nutt. Kathy
Franz will lead the discussion. Also, bring a banned book as we are
trying to fill a shelf in our church library!

Nicole appears as TV’s first transgender superhero
on CAJ’s SUPERGIRL

Barry Stees Retirement Tribute

Barry Stees, our beloved, esteemed and very hard working member of Federated Church's SUAM
(Social Justice Advocacy Ministry) Leadership Team will be retiring and moving with his family to
California. We are sad for ourselves, but happy for them. We want to
celebrate all Barry has done, and send him and his family off with

our blessings and best wishes!

To that end, you are invited to:
A Send-off Tribute event:
Sunday, July 14th from 2pm-4pm
At The Family Life Center
16349 Chillicothe Rd.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023

Come enjoy Music by Randy Fusco, Tributes by friends, and Fellowship.
Light snacks and beverages will be provided. We hope you can make it!

Also, if you'd like to make a contribution to our SUAM fund in honor of Barry, you can do so here:
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/-/form/give/now - Be sure to choose the SUJAM Fund
Thank you so much! Click HERE to RSVP or email siamfedchurch@gmail.com by July 5th.

nnnand®HnT dcn dn Wdzft @ Hamm


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnUQAwQvdWzUOsofsgXTqavJa-RNQ33i7OYic19lhVdrw0zA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/-/form/give/now
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnUQAwQvdWzUOsofsgXTqavJa-RNQ33i7OYic19lhVdrw0zA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
mailto:sjmafedchurch@gmail.com

A ministry for action as we live into our call for Care and Justice for all of God’s people and creation
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