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Dear Friends,

As we enter this fall season, with Rally Day approaching on September 8, | am excited to embark on
a new program year and its attendant promise. Federated Church is a congregation of such energy
and hope and enthusiasm. New programs pop up. Fresh ideas are brewing. Over these last nearly
two centuries, Federated has weathered storms, confronted challenges, and, again and again,
found fresh vitality. The energy and resilience of this congregation have been unsurpassed. It's a
remarkable and God-given gift.

At the same time, as | approach my retirement and my last Sunday on October 27, | am also
extremely aware of the “lasts” in our partnership here. | will soon celebrate my last communion and
baptisms with you. Several memorial services approach, with perhaps one or two to be added.
Concluding Council and commission meetings await. I've already officiated at my final Christmas
Eve and Easter services. And earlier this summmer, two different families, who were soon to move
away, set aside time for us to be able to say goodbye, a gesture for which | was and am extremely
grateful.

My hope in our last two months together is that we do the good and necessary work of saying
goodbye well. When people are dying, it is said that there are five major tasks in which to engage:
saying I'm sorry for the things we've done wrong; offering forgiveness for the ways we've been
hurt; expressing genuine thanks; telling people we love them; and saying goodbye.

And while my retirement is certainly not a death, it is the end of a long and, from my angle, joyful
and grace-filled relationship. And when such relationships end, it seems crucial to express what
needs to be said. The hope is that no hard feelings linger and that the joy of the relationship is
given space in which to be expressed.

So rather than leave important matters unspoken, | invite you to speak with me, or to set up a
breakfast or lunch together. I'd love to explore with you any lingering or new spiritual or theological
questions you may have; to talk about the church; to reflect on God's presence in your life; to
mend fences if need be; to grieve—never underestimate the value of a good cry!; or to celebrate.
Or any combination of these!

| suspect it goes without saying, but | will say it anyway: these have been rich and vibrant years for
me, and, in order to move on to the new horizons that await both you and me, | want to make sure
we pause now to mark the moment.

Thanks be to God for the blessing of these years, and for the opportunity
to say our healthy goodbyes. It's all an immense gift and privilege!

Yours in Christ,

Huuwdis,
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It's been a busy summer around 76 Bell Street! Along with the ongoing maintenance, we've taken the
time to work on some exciting projects and have several more in the works. Here's a brief summary:

Cleaned out the Media Closet for TNT storage
Cleaned out Room 320 for Handbells and other music items
Moved unused office furniture out of the old CE Office to the lower level

Prepared G10 and G20 (lower level rooms) to be offered for office rental space
and co-working rental space - Will launch this fall!

Turned the old CE Office space into a new YOUTH ROOM! Opening soon!
Installed new phone system and new security cameras
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Will begin renovation of the Lounge this fall .
Will repair old water damage in Room 320 and paint this fall
Will install new HVAC unit for classroom/office/tower buildings this fall
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Also, BIG thanks to volunteer Gary Dole who is reorganizing and consolidating all the choir and bell music.
It's a big job!

We have so much to be grateful for! We believe that the people are the church, but the building is the
place that hosts and houses us, keeps us warm and cool, and provides space to come together as the

family of God. Loving care of this place shows our care for each other and our community.

Bless you and see you at church!

This fall will launch the search for a new Senior Pastor for Federated Church. The plan is to have a
full-time, settled Senior Pastor in place following the one-year interim period which will begin upon
Hamilton's retirement. There is currently a small interim committee, appointed by the Church Councll,
interviewing potential interim pastors and developing criteria for members of the Senior Pastor Search
Committee. These members will be approved by a vote of the congregation, which takes place at a
special called meeting. The process will follow this timeline:

September 3: Interim committee presents Senior Pastor Search Committee criteria to Church Council

September 1- 30: Church Council accepts nominations for members of the Senior Pastor Search
Committee from congregation and Church Council

October 1: Church Council approves a slate of names for the Senior Pastor Search Committee

October 6: Special Called Meeting of the Congregation to approve the slate of names for the
Senior Pastor Search Committee

If you have questions about this process or nominations for the Senior Pastor Search Committee, please
contact Jeff Miller at jeffrey.miller@parker.com or text or call 440-318-4982.
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Worship Themes for September 2024:

“Ministry, the Church, and the God Who
Makes It All Possible”

Sept. 8, Rally Day

Mark 7:24-37

“Be Opened”

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Sept. 15

Psalm 19

"Sweeter Than Honey”

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Sept. 22

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

“Draw Near to God, and God Will Draw Near to You”
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Sept. 29
Children and Youth Sunday
Kristin LeFeber preaches

Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM
In-Person at Federated Church

or Online on our YouTube Channel:
TheFederatedChurch
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Do you h:?]ve something yog dlike Recognition of those who have
to see in the October Spire?
passed recently.

Please email your information to

- A farewell to friends; May God
communications@fedchurch.org

welcome them with open arms.

by Monday, September 23rd Larry Trace- August 13, 2024

Include “Spire” in the subject line.

aSyY2NJ

Dorn Cobbledick- August 23, 2024

PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS

Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors
have Standing Office Hours.
We are here for you!

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton
Senior Pastor
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2-5PM
P:440.247.6490 x100
E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org

Rev. Betsy Wooster
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
Office Hours: Mondays 1-4 PM
P:440.247.6490 x101
E: bwooster@fedchurch.org

‘Extravagant E-Welcome'’
[Please like, share, and subscribe to our

www.facebook.com/
TheFederatedChurch

L.J

www.instagram.com
federatedchurch
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Women's Ministries

Circle will meet in combination with Primetime to plan for the upcoming year. Join us
for lunch on Monday, September 16, from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Please
CLICK HERE to make your reservation for the Primetime Kickoff Event, through Realm
or call Lynne Kessell at 440-487/-9104.

Sit & Stitch continues to meet every Thursday from 10
am to 12 pm in Room 304.

Helping Hands will gather on September 23 at Tpmiin
the Lower Level Meeting Room.

We're always looking for Bakers for Loaves & Fishes. If
you can make some homemade cookies, please contact
Lynne Kessell.

For more information contact Lynne Kessell,
lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

September 1- last names beginningwithSand T

September 8- last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, or Z p»

September 15- last names beginning with A or B
September 22- last names beginning with C or D

Wear Your Faith
As you #LiveYourFaith, you can now
#WearYourFaith.

Federated merchandise is fun to wear and available!

To view the online store, click HERE .
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Rev. Betsy's Spiritual Formation Corner

SAVE THE DATE FOR FALL FED TALKS!
FED TALKS JOINS WONDROUS WEDNESDAY DINNER
ON OCTOBER16TH

A story hour for all ages, FED TALKS is an intergenerational ministry where one or two peo-
ple share a personal faith story with all who are gathered. Fed Talks is a meaningful way to
learn more about each other and give thanks to God for the life of faith that we share.

*Watch for more news about the October 16 Wondrous Wednesday and FEDTALKS
night in the October Spire!

Please contact Rev. Betsy Wooster at bwooster@fedchurch.org with questions.

JOIN OURALL- CHURCH OCTOBER BOOK STUDY!
Supported by the Spiritual Formation Commission

This October we’ll read and discuss the book
When God Interrupts, Finding New Life
Through Unwanted Change

by Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes l NTERRUPTS

Rev. Dr. Barnes is a Presbyterian minister and professor who
served as president of Princeton Theological Seminary.

M. CRAIG BARNES

Book Study Dates and Time(s)
October 8™ - 29th, on Tuesdays @ 1:00PM with Rev. Wooster
We plan to offer additional groups on different days and times. Keep watch!

How to sign up?

w dYou can sign-up for the book group(s) on Realm beginning September 16™.
1 aBign up at Federated'’s Ministry Fair after worship on September 22" - ook
for the Spiritual Formation Commission Table!

Sign up after worship in Fellowship hall in later September.

Please contact Rev. Betsy Wooster at bwooster@fedchurch.org with questions.
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REV. HAMILTON IS

WE'RE CREATING A "MEMORY BOOK" FOR
REV. HAMILTON!

Get ready to celebrate Rev. Hamilton's amazing nearly 20-year ministry and bid him a fond
farewell into retirement! Brooke Strong is on a mission to gather up all those unforgettable
moments for a memory book. From inspiring sermons to soulful support and heartwarming
chats, share your stories and snapshots by emailing bstrong@fedchurch.org. Handwritten
notes are also welcome! Let's fill this book with love and laughter to create a touching tribute.

SAVE THESE DATES!

OCTOBER 12TH- MUSICAL CELEBRATION CONCERT

OCTOBER 26TH- ALL CHURCH CELEBRATION AT
THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER

OCTOBER 27TH- HAMILTON'S LAST SUNDAY

Stay tuned to church website . and publications. for more details..
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Interested In Livestream? We Need You!

We're looking for volunteers to join our Livestream Ministry team! No prior experience is
needed—just a willingness to learn and help bring our services to those who can't attend
in person. If you're interested in being part of this vital ministry,
please reach out to Brooke at bstrong@fedchurch.org. Your
help makes a difference!

STREAM

Angel Desk Volunteers Needed

Are you interested in learning more about becoming an Angel
Desk volunteer or Angel Desk substitute volunteer? Please
contact Thea Mozingo at tmozingo@fedchurch.org to learn | federated
more. ‘!‘ A!Iare':elcome! | fe:tchurch.org
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Scam Emails ad Texts

Recently, there have been another round of scam emails and text messages from
someone claiming to be Rev. Hamilton or another church member. Unfortunately, this
type of fraud is common, and many area churches have been targeted.

If you receive an email or text asking you to purchase a gift card, provide credit card in-
formation, wire money, or anything that feels suspicious, please contact the church to
verify its legitimacy at 440.2476490 or fedchurch@fedchurch.org. You can also simply
delete it.

Please know that we take all precautions to protect your information and do not provide
your personal information to anyone, including other church members. Stay vigilant and
safel
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Federated Ministry Fair

Join us on September 22" for our Ministry Fair. This fun and informative event will take
place in Fellowship Hall following the service. Come and learn about our church
commissions & committees and their plans for the upcoming program year.

Save the Date!

Trinkets N Treasures 2025
May 7 - 10, 2025

Start saving your items now and help us have a great Rummage Sale next spring!

We Need Storage!
If you have, or know of anyone who has, a storage unit that could be used by TNT to
collect large furniture pieces throughout the year, please contact Thea Mozingo at
tmozingo@fedchurch.org or call

440-247-6490 ext. 115, fe derated

aSYOSNEKALI 9 b2YAYLIl ay
' LIO2YAY 3 Lyl dzA NB NE

Are you a visitor or frequent attendee? We invite you to deepen your connection with the
Federated Family by becoming a member. Membership offers leadership opportunities,
voting rights, and a chance to commit spiritually to our church and its mission. Inquirer’s
classes for those interested will be held on Nov. 6 and Nov. 13. If you decided to join you will
do so on Sunday, November 1/th during worship service. Contact Brooke,
bstrong@fedchurch.org to sign up, and watch for more details in the Spire and bulletin.

federated &
STrow
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St. Paul’s Trailer
Sunday, October 6th, 9:30-11:30 AM

The St. Paul's Trailer will be open on the first Sunday of the month from 9:30-11:30 AM
to receive your donations. Clean clothing, household items, and small appliances are
acceptable. Please, no undergarments or TV's.

Contact Marty Culbertson if you have any questions. Mculbert@fedchurch.org

Christmas Eve Offering

An Invitation for Congregational Input!

The Mission and Service Commission is now actively seeking nominations for this year’s
Christmas Eve Offering. We are asking current Federated Church members to nominate
your favorite 501.c3. Organization. We are taking nominations until September 22nd. Forms
can be found at the Angel Desk, main office and the narthex. Completed applications can

be placed in the Mission and Service Commission mailbox in the main office. Spread the
word!

We want our donations to make a considerable impact on the recipients programming
needs. So, we are especially hoping to help organizations that do not have existing large
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