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Dear Friends,

As | prepare to retire at the end of this month, with my last Sunday on October 27, | anticipate this
time of saying goodbye with such mixed feelings. | have such immense gratitude for you, the peo-
ple of Federated Church. There will be other opportunities in coming weeks for me to say what's
most on my heart and mind. For this moment, let me say simply: Thank you!

One of the dimensions of my retirement that people mention most to me is their occasional be-
fuddlement about the need for me to separate myself from Federated. | write this having just
come from a conversation with a colleague of mine at a nearby church who is also retiring this fall.
We both lamented the pain of the separation, and at the same time affirmed its need. In removing
ourselves from the life of the churches we've served, we will be doing what needs to be done in
order for our successors to establish their own relationships with you. In the same way that you
didn't know me at all when | arrived in Chagrin Falls, and yet we have developed deep and loving
bonds, so | need to leave so you can do the same with my successor.

What will undoubtedly strain me, and may strain you, as well, is that that separation is in no way a
forgetting of you or a falling out of love with you. On first glance, that separation may seem cold
and unfeeling—"Why doesn’t he call me when my mother is on death’'s door? Why doesn’t he show
up at my spouse’s memorial service?” | can imagine some of you may react that way. What you
should know, though, is: | will always love you for the people and church that you are; you have a
place in my heart that will never be usurped.

It is also true, though, that, in accordance with tradition and the minister’s code of ethics, it is vital
that former pastors truly leave their congregations and not be involved in the worship or pastoral
care of the church in any way. Cold and unfeeling though it may at first seem, | will not be attending
worship services, nor memorial services, nor weddings of church members and friends. Nor will | be
engaged in the pastoral care that has connected you and me in a variety of ways. Not because |
don't care—the truth is | very much do care—but because for the ministry of the church to thrive,
one pastor must leave so another may come. | will say it again: this is not because | don’t love you—
the truth is | love you very much. | leave because | love the church and its ministry too much to
interfere with your relationship with your next pastor.

When my predecessor, Dave Norling, left Federated, he made a clean break. His departure let me
become your pastor. He humorously begged the church, saying something like, “If you love me, if
you ever loved me, if there’s even a smidgen of a possibility that you might love me, do not ask me
to engage in pastoral activity with you.” | am asking the same thing. | trust that, if there’s a part of us
that doesn't fully understand the reasons now, it will someday become clear.

Thanks be to God for Federated Church, for its many ministries, and for all
that it is and will be!

Yours in Christ,
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This fall has launched the search for a new Senior Pastor for Federated Church. The plan is to have a
full-time, settled Senior Pastor in place following the one-year interim period which will begin upon
Hamilton's retirement. The Transition Committee, appointed by the Church Council, has interviewed
candidates for the Interim Pastor position and is nearing a decision. They have also developed criteria for
members of the Senior Pastor Search Committee and have accepted nominations from the
congregation throughout the month of September. The full list of nominees and recommended slate will
be shared with the Church Council at its October meeting, and the Council will bring a recommendation
to the congregation at a Special Called Congregational meeting on Sunday, October 6. A verbal vote of
the congregation will approve the slate. The following timeline outlines the upcoming activities:

October 1: Church Council is presented with a slate of names for the Senior Pastor Search Committee;
will vote to recommend slate to the Congregation

October 6: Special Called Meeting of the Congregation to approve the criteria and slate of names for
the Senior Pastor Search Committee

November 1. Interim Pastor begins one-year Ministry Covenant at Federated
November - June: Search Committee works to discern God’s call for the new Senior Pastor of

Federated

If you have questions about this process or nominations for the Senior Pastor Search Committee, please
contact Jeff Miller at jeffrey.miller@parker.com or text or call 440-318-4982.

live your faith
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Worship Themes for October 2024

“Ministry, the Church, and the God Who
Makes It All Possible”

October 6, World Communion Sunday
Psalm 8

“A Little Lower Than God”

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

October 13

Hebrews 4:12-16

"Receiving Grace and Mercy”

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

October 20

Mark 10:35-45

"Greatness in Servanthood”

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

October 27, Rev. Throckmorton’s Last Service
Psalm 126

"God Has Done Great Things”

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

Worship Every Sunday 10:00 AM
In-Person at Federated Church

or Online on our YouTube Channel:
TheFederatedChurch

b2@3SY06SNJ Ly
55 Rt Ay
Do you have something you'd like

assed recently.
to see in the November Spire? P y
) ) ) A farewell to friends; May God
Please email your information to

communications@fedchurch.org

by Tuesday, October 15th

aSyY2NJ

Recognition of those who have

welcome them with open arms.

PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS

Need to see a pastor? Our Pastors
have Standing Office Hours.
We are here for you!

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton
Senior Pastor
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2-5PM
P:440.247.6490 x100
E: hamthrock@fedchurch.org

Rev. Betsy Wooster
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
Office Hours: Mondays 1-4 PM
P:440.247.6490 x101
E: bwooster@fedchurch.org

‘Extravagant E-Welcome'’
Please like, share, and subscribe to our

www.facebook.com/
TheFederatedChurch

www.instagram.com
@ federatedchurch
; 4
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Women's Ministries

Circle will meet on the third Monday in October at 1:00 pm in the Lower Level Meeting
Room. We will be making toiletry bags and cards for the veterans at Federated Church.
For more information call Lynne Kessell at 440-487-9104.

Sit & Stitch continues to meet every Thursday from 10
am to 12 pm in Room 304.

Helping Hands will gather on October 21Ist at 1pm in the
Lower Level Meeting Room.

We're always looking for Bakers for Loaves & Fishes. If
you can make some homemade cookies, please contact
Lynne Kessell.

For more information contact Lynne Kessell,
lynnekessell@gmail.com.

federated &
Srow

federated # federated #
support act

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

October 6- last names beginning with H, |, J, or K

October 13- last names beginning with L or M

October 20- last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, or R
October 27- last names beginningwithSor T
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Rev. Betsy's Spiritual Formation Corner

Rev. Be$piyri tual Formation Corn

Do Miss Fed Tal ks and Wondf'ous W
with Mary Senechall

Join us to hear about t he Gvalyisf @ no fwhfi a&iht G0
Mamsy | i fe and spirit have nurtured so many
the Iife of faith that we all/|l have shared.
Mar k Your Calendar for Wondrous

and Our Fal/l FED TAMKISY Story T

Di nner is at 6: 00pm, Story |

Remember: Sign up f dnt toisnnéirf eidrc loard vadin e

Wondrous. Wednesday. com

You are welcome to attend for story time o
dinner, sit back and relax to hear our bel

Mamsy story, there is time for questions anc
WhaltFED TALKS, you might ask?

Essentiall vy, Fed Tal KEDI BALKG@ riywt e gdinfer aft 0dnai@
where one or two peopl e, chosen in advance, wil/ shawuwo ahppe
pen quarterly and wil/ be offered in various forums at the

An October Book Study led by Rev. Betsy Wooster

When God Interrupts

Finding New Life Through Unwanted Change WH E N

Tuesdays October 8 -29 from 1-2PM
in the Lounge

Book can be purchased on Amazon for $10.00 or in bookstores of your choice.

Join us in October to read and discuss the book When God
Interrupts, by Rev. M. Craig Barnes, minister, professor,
and former President of Princeton Theological Seminary.
We will engage in discussion about the ways in which God '[‘|I| :s:L)JI(I;wl(il LT\IIQ::{«\[QJI’I‘[PD
stays with us in the midst of life’s interruptions. We’'ll CHANGE
explore our trust in God’s grace to lead us in new directions
and offer us new life in the wake of disappointment and

unwanted change. M.CRAIG BARNES

Sign-up on Realm or after worship on Sept. 29t
and October 6%, or Contact Rev. Wooster at
bwooster@fedchurch.org
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REV. HAMILTON IS

HELP US BID FAREWELL TO REV. HAMILTON!

IN TRIBUTE TO REV. HAMILTON THROCKMORTON:
THE ARTS AND FAITH
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024
7:00 PM - 9:15 PM, RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

OCTOBER 26TH- ALL CHURCH CELEBRATION AT
THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER
OPEN HOUSE: 4-7 PM; PROGRAM 5:30-6 PM
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED

OCTOBER 27TH- HAMILTON'S LAST SUNDAY
WORSHIP 10 AM- FAREWELL LITURGY;
FELLOWSHIP HOUR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
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PERFORMING

In T ribute 7 o.. SERIES

REV. HAMILTON
THROCKMORTON

THE ARTS & FAITH

The Federated Church Performing Arts
Series invites you to celebrate the
incredible career of our retiring Senior
Pastor, Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024
1-9 PM, FREE
16 BELL STREET, CHAGRIN FALLS

Join us for a special evening of music, art, and
prose in gratitude to Rev. Throckmorton's
lifelong support of the arts. The Federated
Choir, guest orchestra, and soloists will
perform a selection of works that have been
particularly meaningful to him. Schubert’s
“Mass in G" and Dan Forrests’ “Jubilate Deo”
highlight this concert not to be missed!

Reception to follow!

-~ = More Information

T federated @i 440.247.6490

. e 3P Y R
Tickets can be fedchurch.org/pcls

reserved here.
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Livestream Upgrades

Over the last month, you may have noticed changes and upgrades to our livestream experience. It
has been a work in progress, but our aim is to noticeably improve the online audio and video.
Improvements have included much higher camera resolution and better white balance resulting in a
crisper picture with less washout. Our livestream sound is more balanced, fuller sound, and includes a
closer feel to “live” like being in worship at the church. As of the service on September 29" a
recurring static issue has been resolved!

We want to thank our livestream team for these improvements. Joshua Konow has taken over as the
technology director, overseeing the process. Eric Reed has been recoding our video capabilities.
Bruce Gigax, in addition to sharing solo music on September 8", has been learning and improving our
soundboard capabilities. Brian Moore and Dave Mast have been running sound on Sundays and
assisting our improvements with valuable insights! We are grateful to the Sunday slides and streaming
operators that have included Ward Pierson, Barry Biggin, Brooke Strong,
and Thea Mozingo. We are excited for the future of our streaming
platform and more visual and sound enhancements to come. We

STREAM

appreciate your patience and support.

Federated Gallery
Karen Johns: Current Artist at the Fed!

Are you wondering who created that amazing art downstairs in our Gallery
Space? It's Federated's own Karen Johns. This is what you can accomplish

during a little over O years of retirement. Really! _
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