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Thleorsayils ,will guide you along the best pathway
I will advise yéBsahohh %2t 8h over you.

Dear New Friends,

| am so excited to begin my time with you during this period of transition! But | am also keenly
aware that despite my excitement, some of you enter this period with wariness, sadness or anxiety.
You have not experienced a pastoral change for nearly two decades, which means that for many of
you, Hamilton is the only pastor you have known at Federated.

Despite the emotions with which you begin this journey, | encourage you to heed the words of the
Psalmist. God is with you, watching over you and guiding your path. While Hamilton may have re-
tired, God has not!

Over the coming weeks and months, | look forward to getting to know you and coming to care
deeply for you. Together, we will make space to experience the myriad emotions that each of you
are feeling, recognizing that these may vary from person to person. What is most critical at this
time is your willingness to be vulnerable, to share your thoughts honestly and without judgement of
one another.

In the months ahead, we will also reflect on both your history as a congregation and your vision for
the future of the church. This dreaming of what lies ahead will likely take some time and prayer to
fully comprehend as, after a period of long and vibrant pastoral leadership, you may be committed
to the present and unable to hear the leading of the Spirit in new and different ways. Together we
will reflect on your congregational strengths and determine how God is calling you to share them
with the world.

Over the next months, I'll ask you to reflect on what you love most about Federated and what you
would like to see change. We'll talk about how you engage in worship, how your faith is deepened,
the ways that you care for one another, and how you impact your community and the world. |
encourage you to begin praying about these things, listening to where God may be guiding you
forward and then making note your responses.

We are entering a period of sacred transition. For some, this time of change may be frightening, for
others stimulating. No matter where you begin your journey, if we are intentional, respectful and

committed to trusting God to guide us, we will find our way to identifying the pastoral leader
Federated Church seeks for such a time as this.

Thank you for the privilege of inviting me to be your guide on
this sacred path.

Blessings,

Vicki
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Dear Members and Friends of Federated Church,

How could | possibly thank you enough for the magnificent send-off you have just
given me! What a feeling it is to go into retirement with a feeling of such mutual
gratitude and joy.

All the official retirement activities have been so full of grace. The concert in my
honor on October 12, put on by the music ministry and led by our Director of Music
Ministries, Joshua Konow, was a luminous and beautifully performed collection of
music that | adore. | was transported by it.

The party this past Saturday evening was so full of love and grace. | so appreciated
the chance to see and to say goodbye to so many of you. | so treasured the remarks
made by the speakers. And | was immensely grateful for all those who chipped in with
set up, food preparation, and clean up.

My final Sunday morning worship service on October 27 was so full of energy and joy
and love. It had a radiancy about it that filled me with unimagined blessings.

In addition, | look forward to the gifts that are yet to come: the piece of fabric art that
Mary and | will have the chance to commission; the memory book filled with your
writing; and the financial gift that will reflect your generosity and care.

| hope you have some idea what you have meant to me over these 20 years. | have
been thrilled and filled by your devotion, warmth, and care. | have been privileged to
be partners with you in the living of the gospel. And | am grateful beyond words for all
that you have done for, and meant to, Mary and me.

May you dwell in peace and be carried by the love
and grace of God. | will cherish you always.

R
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Look around at what’s fresh and new!
Have you checked out:

Room 320 had some water damage repaired and got a fresh coat of paint. It will serve
as our Handbells rehearsal room, music storage, and home for other musical instruments!

Thanks to proceeds from our TNT Sale, the old CE Office space has become a new Youth
Room, complete with bean bags chairs, neon signs, and a game table!

Through a generous donation from one of our long-time members, we have renovated
the Lounge! The removal of old wallpaper and carpet made way for fresh colors and
updated flooring. We use this space for so many things like meetings, bible studies, funeral
gatherings, and as a waiting room before concerts. So we are thrilled to be able to put our
best “face” forward as we welcome folks in!

We have the privilege of worshipping, learning and growing in a beautiful space! Thanks be
to God!
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Dear Church Family,

As we embark on this interim period, we want to reassure you that our church congregation will remain
vibrant and well-supported. We are blessed to have an excellent team leading us through this time: Vicki
McGaw will serve as our new Interim Senior Pastor, Betsy Wooster will continue to serve as our full-time
Associate Pastor, and Judy Bagley-Bonner will provide assistance with pastoral care coverage.
Together, they will ensure that our worship services, pastoral care, and church business continue to
thrive.

Pastoral Coverage Overview
During this time, each member of our pastoral team will play a vital role in various areas.

Here's how you can connect with them:

1 Worship Services: Vicki will lead most of our Sunday services, bringing her insightful messages and
inspiring liturgy. Betsy will continue to serve as she has, preaching on some Sundays and leading
many Spiritual Formation offerings throughout the year.

1 Pastoral Care: Betsy will take the lead in providing pastoral care and both Vicki and Judy are also
available to connect with anyone in need of encouragement or a listening ear. Don't hesitate to
reach out to any of them if you're seeking prayer or guidance.

1 Church Business: Our skilled staff, led by Beth Rutkowski, will oversee administrative matters and
other important programming throughout this year of transition. If you have questions about church
services or upcoming events, you can reach out to any of them.

Open Communication

We encourage you to reach out to our pastoral team and church staff as needed. In addition, the church
council and moderator team are here for consistency and leadership. Your thoughts, questions, and
concerns are important to us, and we are here to support you.

The search process for our new permanent Senior Pastor has begun following our approval of the team
at the special meeting and you can expect to hear more from that team as their work progresses. Please
note, Vicki, Betsy and Judy are neither eligible for, nor interested in, being considered for the Senior Pas-
tor position. They will help by providing guidance throughout the search process.

Thank you for your continued faith and support during this time. Together, let us strengthen our commu-
nity and uplift one another as we move forward with God’s blessings.

Steve Downey
Moderator on behalf of the Federated Church Leadership Team
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Women's Ministries

Circle will be meeting on November 18 at 1 0'clock in the lower level room. We will be
making toiletry bags for the homeless that are under the bridge. We will also be making
some things for St Pauls Christmas sale and be collecting mittens and gloves for the
giving tree.

Sit & Stitch continues to meet every Thursday from 10 am to 12 pm in Room 340.

Helping Hands will be meeting on November 25 at 1 o'clock in the lower level meeting
room ...last month we made 88 pillows for hospice of the western reserve that was 33
neck pillows and 55 square pillows ..we also turned in four fidget pads ...and took four
cat pillows to the rescue village.

Loaves & Fishes will be serving a meal at St Paul's on November 24 if anyone would like
to volunteer to bake contact Lynne Kessell.

For more information contact Lynne Kessell,
lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

November 3- last names beginningwithSor T

November 10- last names beginning withU, V, W, X, Y, or Z

November 17- last names beginning with A or B
November 24- last names beginning with C or D
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Rev. Betsy's Spiritual Formation Corner

The 2024-25 Confirmation Students and Leaders

Smmms A

Adadag

Please take a look at these bright, thoughtful, and fun students, along with teachers and a
few of our mentors, with whom | have the privilege of ministering in this year's Confirmation
class. And yes, | intentionally say that the students are ministering, as they are engaging in
their faith through the study of worship, the Bible, our church’s history and mission, and

more, And there is lots yet to come as we walk and learn with them as followers in the way
of Jesus.

Students: Grady Arnold, Beckett Buescher, Noah Goodman, Abby Goodman, Morgan
Graves, Stella Grunden, Molly Gurd, Logan Grube, Anna Hively, Brooke Lawrence, Zoe

LeFeber, Casey McMullen, Will McMullen, Phoebe Mignogna, Cortland Miller, Molly Wheat-
ley, Avery Polack, Lena Wright.

*One of our teachers, Zach LeFeber, was unable to be present for this photo.

With Peace in Christ our Redeemer,
Rev. Betsy
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Advent By Candlelight

All are invited and encouraged to attend the annual “Advent by Candlelight” festivities
on Monday, December 2nd. The program will begin at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall, and
we appreciate everyone bringing a savory or sweet treat to share if you are able. Come
and welcome the advent season as we reflect on this year’s theme, “Gifts of the Magi”,
through song, scripture, and shared thoughts by several speakers. Your hosts on the
Congregational Care Commission look forward to seeing you on December 2nd!

Wear Your Faith

Looking for something for Christmas for the Federated members in your life? We are of-
fering Federated gear which can be ordered now, in time for holiday giving.

Please note - this is a limited sale that runs from 11/7-11/22. Iltems will be available for pick
up at the church mid December. If you are interested in ordering for out-of-town friends,

you can ship directly to them.

Click Here to see the store. Happy Shopping!

t federated

live yvour faith —
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Generosity Commission

Can We Count On You? Are You All In?

Federated Family, are you ALL IN? The Generosity Campaign is
well underway. Mailings continue into this week, so you should be -, »
receiving your letter and pledge card if you have not already. Pledge cards can be found in
the pew racks and the Narthex, as well. You are invited to pledge how ever is most conven-
ient for you. You can pledge online through REALM, by returning your card to the church

office or by bringing your pledge card to Generosity Sunday on 11/10. Thank you for your
continued support!

Inquirers’ Class

Are you a visitor or frequent attendee? We invite you to deepen your connection with the
Federated Family by becoming a member. Membership offers leadership opportunities,
voting rights, and a chance to commit spiritually to our church and its mission. Inquirer’s
classes for those interested will be held on Nov. 6 and Nov. 13. If you decided to join, you
will be doing so on Sunday, November 1/th during worship service. Contact Brooke,
bstrong@fedchurch.org to sign up, and watch for more details in the Spire and bulletin.

federated #
Srow

You're Invited!

The extended Lutman Family invites you to
celebrate the 100th birthday of Byron
Lutman, a member of long-standing in the
Federated Church, during the Fellowship
Hour immediately following the November
17th church service.
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Wondrous Wednesday

November's Wondrous Wednesday is all about CREATIVITY !

Karen Johns has created a project for the November 20th event, and we all get
to participate ! Try itl Art can enrich our lives whether we enter into it at
retirement, like she did, or jump into it today.

Both Karen Johns and Kristen Walenga will lead us through their artis-
tic processes at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall. But first, Sign up for the yummy din-
ner at 6 pm HERE or at fedchurch.org/events.

Kristen creates fiber art, a very different impressionistic process. Her art is up

for display next, and can be seen November through December on the
Federated Gallery walls. Enjoy!

T federated

Blood Drive

We are so excited to be hosting a blood drive here in Fellowship Hall on 11/26 from
Noon-6:00pm. If you are available to give, please sign up HERE or at the Angel Desk.

If you are interested in volunteering at
the drive, please contact Thea Mozingo &

at tmozingo@fedchurch.org. 5 ﬁ()& K
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(OLOR YOUR FALL WITH KINDNES.

Give blood.
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Emergency Mission

Hurricane Helene left a path of devastation
From Florida up through Tennessee

Let’s Fill 100 Buckets!

P

Buckets will be provided

Use this check list I—)

to make sure you buy only

what is needed!

**each Bucket needs to have
the same items included**

So, please donate the complete

list of supplies! (or note what

you are missing)

The road to
F recovery starts with
a helping hand

We must follow the supply list exactly

Our Youth will be assembling
These kits and then the kits will
Be delivered to CWS.

CWS Emergency Cleanup Buckets

You can help make the road to recovery easier with a CWS Bucket

filled with essential home recovery supplies.

Collecting now through November 10th

CLEANUP BUCKET LIST

Hurricanes, loods and other disasters are happening marne fregquantly. When cur neghborns
arc = workd experience these unforeseen circumstances, you can make the road to
recovery easier with CWS Cleanup Buckets. These buckets are full of essential home recovery

supplies that are needed after a dsaster sinkes

SUPPLIES NEEDED:
O One S-gallon bucket with resealable B (IF rewsed. please scrub clean, Do not wse a bucket
that has held chemicals of any kind. Mo sorew lid. Advertisement on the outside acosptable.)

O One d4-8 oz pump spray air freshensr

O Five scounng pads (Mo stainless stee! or pads with soagp in them. Remove from packaging.|

O Sewen sponges, inclding one large

0O One nib b oF Wil handia |

O 1ar e, lig sighit miudtipurpose dry cleaning towels (No termycloth, microfber & paper
Lo emave from packaging.)

O COne 32-64 oz or two 25 oz bottlels] of liquid laundry detergent

O One 16-34 oz bottle of liguid dismfectant dish soap

=

1 One 12-40 oz botle of liguid concentrate household cleaner that can be mixed with water
Mo spray bottes.)
One packag

Ome 50-100

af 36-50 clothesping
wtheshine [(Cotton or plastic line. |

Five dust masks |N%5 particulate respirator dust masks preferred; Mo surgical masks)

Dooo

Two pairs af heavy-duty, waterproof dishwashing gloves (Latex-free, non-surgical. Durable for
muttiple-use. Remave from packaging.|

air of waork gloves [Cotton with leathsar palm or all leathar )

oty of contractar type 30-45-gallon trash bags on a roll IRermawe frar

oz battle of non-aerosol insect repellent {Pump spray bottles must hawve protective
covers. Packs of 10-20 mzect repellent wines also acceptable )

AN cleaning items must ba new and all liquid iNems MuUst e capped and securaly ightarsd
Place all items inte the bucket, making sure they are packed securely 1o avold damage during
shipment, Snap the lid on tight and seal with packing tape

Please do not enclose cash or chacks inside of the kits or the boxes. Please send all
manetary donations to: OWE, PO Box 968, Elkhart, IM 46515 or pay your shipping online at
ewikitiorg/shipping

W VALUE: 575 PROCESSING FEE: 53 per bucket
per
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