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Renewing the Earth!
Rejoicing in the Resurrection!

As spring awakens the earth, we celebrate the resurrection of Christ—God’s
promise of renewal for all creation. Just as Jesus brings new life, we are called to
care for and restore the world around us. This Easter season, let us rejoice in the

beauty of creation and our role as stewards of God'’s earth.

"For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed... that the
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and
glory of the children of God."

~Romans 8:18-21


https://www.fedchurch.org/
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“Collective effervescence" describes the feeling of unity and intense emotion that arises when peo-
ple come together in a shared experience, such as a ritual or ceremony, reinforcing social bonds and
group solidarity. — Concept developed by 20t century sociologist, Emile Durkheim

Dear Friends,

Throughout this Lenten season, we have been listening more closely for God in our worship ser-
vices, embracing considerable time for prayer. Some have participated in a compelling study of
The Last Week, a book by progressive theologians Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan that
challenges many of our traditional ideas about the death of Jesus.

Soon we will enter Holy Week, the time when we gather to remember the last days of Jesus' life.
Many people choose to skip over our worship service on Maundy Thursday. Coming to church on a
weeknight isn't part of their practice. Other commitments may interfere. We all know the story, so
there is no real need to attend.

And yet, when we skip from the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the
resurrection joy of Easter, we miss participating in the story that is at the center of our faith. We
miss the collective effervescence of which French sociologist Emile Durkheim speaks, the intense
emotion and sense of unity that arises when we gather in our faith community to participate in the
ritual of recalling the last supper.

It is easy to rush through Holy Week and arrive on Easter morning to celebrate resurrection joy. But
that moment will be so much richer, so much more meaningful if we gather along the way to recall
all of the events of the week we call holy.

Maundy Thursday recalls so much about Jesus’ life and ministry: his deep commitment to serving
others, his love of gathering with friends around the table, his willingness to challenge the oppres-
sion and dominance of those in power and to instead lift up the alternative message of God's
realm.

As we recall the events of Jesus' last days, we will gather to embody and celebrate the things that
Jesus valued and taught. We'll gather at the table and in worship. We will spend some special time
in prayer. And we will be filled with collective effervescence that will bond us closer as a community.
| pray that you will make time to be a part of these important times of
recollection and commitment. | promise that if you do, your resurrec-
tion joy will be so much deeper, so much more meaningful.

See you in church during our holiest of weeks!

Shalom,
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As we seek to immerse ourselves more fully into Holy Week, we will try out new aspects to
familiar services and add in some new ways to experience the depth of the story that is at the
center of our faith.

April 177: Maundy Thursday

Just as Jesus did when he gathered for supper with his disciples, we will begin our evening at
6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall sharing food and wisdom learned as we have listened more closely
for God in this season.

As our Lenten journey draws to a close, we will focus this night on Jesus’ dark journey in his final
days. After our meal together, we will move to the sanctuary to appreciate pre-service music
from 7:30 - 8. Worship begins at 8 pm as six dramatists share their powerful stories that offer
different perspectives on the events that led to the crucifixion of Jesus. Don't miss this powerful
recitation of the Passion story.

For those worshiping online: please gather your communion elements. Please consider turning
down your lights as the service progresses to experience the full impact of the worship
experience.

April 19: Holy Saturday

On this holiest of days, when the disciples knew that Jesus had been killed, but had not yet
experienced the joy of resurrection, you are invited to spend some time at our eight-hour
Prayer Vigil in quiet meditation reflecting on Jesus’ life and death. Take time in the chapel to
consider the powerful events of Holy Week and how they shape your faith and life, or reflect on
compelling artwork using visio divina as you follow the prayer stations throughout the building.
The prayer vigil will take place from 9 am - 5 pm. Please consider taking 30 minutes of
your day to spend at this powerful vigil. Your Easter experience will be far richer for
having made the commitment. Sign up here or in Fellowship Hall on Sunday.

April 20: Easter Sunday

Our Lenten journey concludes with overflowing joy as we celebrate the message of the
resurrection with pageantry and rousing music! Recalling Jesus' question of Mary in the tomb,
we will consider who — or what — we are looking forward to on Easter morning? In what ways will
we continue to look for Jesus in the world?

Holy Week Help Needed

To enrich the worship experience for all participants will require a number of volunteers in a
variety of capacities. Please sign up here to help in a variety of ways. We are seeking people to
be readers, dramatists, table hosts, food preparers, food servers, pray-ers, and more. Check out
the list and volunteer your time and talents as you are able. Your participation is greatly
appreciated!
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Join us for Easter Sunday
at Federated Church

\
N

Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025

76 Bell Street
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022

\
N .
\\\ 10:00 am -Easter Worship

Www.fedchurch.org/easter | 440.247.6490
www.fedchurch.org/easter | 440.247.6490
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Grace our Sanctuary Chancel on Easter morning with beautiful Easter Lilies.
Purchase a plant in honor of/in memory of a loved one or friend. The lilies are
- $16/plant. All proceeds will support Federated Youth Missions. Fill out a form at
=« fedchurch.org/giving and pay online. Or fill out this form (please print) and mail
it to the church to arrive by Friday April 18" If writing a check, note “Easter
Lily” in the memo line. Thank you!

After the Easter Sunday worship service, you may take a lily if you purchased one. All others
will be donated to local retirement communities and assisted living facilities.

Paid By:

Contact Email/Phone:

No. of Plants: Amount: S [ Check [ Cash [ Pay Online
Dedication Name(s): 1  In Memory Of: 3 In Honor Of:
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Women's Ministries

Circle will be meeting Monday, April 21st at 1:00 PM in the Lower Level Meeting Room
as we assemble toiletry bags for Phil Fogerty’s outreach program. Phil will be sharing
where these bags go and how much they are appreciated! For 30 years, we have col-
lected toiletries to support those in need—now you can learn more about the impact of
this mission. We welcome all church members to attend and invite you to donate
items such as shampoo, soap, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant,
combs, and lip balm. A donation box is available behind the Angel Desk.

Sit & Stitch continues to meet every Thursday at 10 o'clock in room 340... we welcome
any knitters or crocheters to help us make some prayer shawls or prayer squares. We
have plenty of yarn and knitting needles. We can even help you learn how to knit!

Helping Hands will be meeting on Monday, April 28th at 1PM in the lower level meet-
ing room. We continue to make and stuff cancer pillows for Western Reserve Hospice...
we'd love to have you join us. We enjoy fellowship while stuffing, pinning and sewing the
pillows.

Loaves & Fishes will be taking a meal down to St Paul’'s on Sun-
day, April 27. If you would like to donate any cookies or treats for
him to take down to add to the meal please let me know.

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome...
just drop in! For more information contact Lynne Kessell,
lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

April 6- last names beginning with H, |, J, and K
April 13- last names beginning with L and M
April 20- last names beginning withN, O, P, Q,and R
April 27- last names beginningwithSand T
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Silent Saturday -

World Labyrinth Day
Praying through Labyrinth and Centering Prayer

Do you seek the still, quiet voice of God? Come explore the indwelling presence of God within each of us
and our intimate relationship with that presence on:

Saturday, May 3, 2025
9:30am-1.30 pm
Federated Church

76 Bell St., Chagrin Falls

An experienced practitioner will present a method of Christian meditation - Centering Prayer. We will ex-
perience two periods of this 20 minute silent practice.

This is being held in conjunction with World Labyrinth Day, and a certified labyrinth facilitator will share
information about labyrinth as a spiritual tool.

Morning program will end with lunch at noon. Then join us for labyrinth walking at 1pm in honor of World
Labyrinth Day’s invitation to “Walk as One at One.” We will travel to the Family Life Center Outdoor Laby-
rinth(16349 Chillicothe Rd. Bainbridge) weather permitting,

or walk a labyrinth at 76 Bell Street.

Light refreshments will be served for breakfast and lunch. Freewill offering to cover food costs. Come for
both sessions, or just morning, or just labyrinth walking.

Presented by Federated Church in conjunction with Contemplative Outreach of Northeast Ohio

(Coneo.orq).

Please register on: https://fedchurch.org/events/ or with QR Code.
If you have questions, or have trouble registering, email reverendsusi@gmail.com.
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Upcgcle 101
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We will continue to keep the Lenten theme of creation care as a spiritual
practice going at our first Upcycle 101 event. We invite you to come and learn
how to repurpose or repair clothing and misc. items.

Do you have a special talent for upcycling? Feel free to bring something you
have made to this event too! Share your talent or learn a new skill. Loving the
planet one repurposed item at a time.

federated
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Lenten Challenge: Recommit 40 Days to Creation Care as a Spiritual Practice

What does Creation Care have to do with Lent?

OVRCH -
We are in the middle of the 40 days of Lent, a time of deep reflection and of & G U*O
shifting from living on autopilot to practicing mindfulness in ways that deepen % /2
our connection to God. = ®
o) -

Committing to creation care can be a form of spiritual practice. Does your KJ

faith journey include thinking about leaving a healthy and safe world for future
generations? What we do now, affects the future of the planet.

CREATION JUSTICE CHURCHES

This year, Easter falls close to Earth Day, an international day to recommit to care for the earth. Dedicating
these 40 days to actively stewarding the fragility of nature will restore an intentional commitment to future
generations, to endangered species, and to our call to ensure the health and unity of the planet and all living
beings. What might you do during the 40 days of lent to begin or enhance your spiritual practices to
move us towards "right relationship" with the Earth and All God's people and creatures?

Members are already naming their commitments
“Leaves” on the Creation Care Commitment Tree in the front foyer show that couples, individuals, and
families mindfully commit the 40 days of Lent to:

A Start composting food scraps

A Buy only what | need

A Repurpose glass and cardboard containers to give them another life
A Remember to bring reusable bags for groceries

A swear off plastic

A Reuse recyclable things

Ve

A Write to congress for environmental protections

Share It Forward!

Prayerfully reflect on your current habits and practices and consider ways to change, add or interrupt
routines that may be harmful to God’s creation. What habits, practices and ways of living can we begin or
expand that will help the earth thrive? THEN share what YOU are committing to, your challenges, and your
solutions. Encourage at least one other member to adopt a new practice and to be your support buddy.

Throughout Lent, come to the Creation Care Commitment Tree in the
lower lobby. Each member, family, or group is invited to add a leaf. Take a
paper “leaf”, write your name or the name of your group/family on one side,
. and describe one or more habits or practices that you will commit to for the
sewme 40 days on the other side. As we add the “leaves” to the tree, we are naming
5 the specific commitments we are making to support and care for Gods
Aol Creation. Who will you invite to participate? Let's fill the tree with a
Sharewith ot collective spiritual recommitment & practice in our faith journey!

Find new uses for
old objects.

Rethink

Be mindful of your
consumption, your
relationship with ‘things’
Sl and your relationship

Click this link to explore many ideas for what new habits and/or

practices you will adopt during Lent as a spiritual stretch.
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GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
SESSIONS DURING LENT

We all deserve to be heard. At the same time, we all need to
practice listening.

This Lent, our theme is LISTEN and as a part of this focus our hope is to provide some time
and space to practice our skills.

Group spiritual direction is a safe, affirming, confidential space to both listen and be heard
as you explore your relationship with yourself and your understanding of the divine.

Join Kristin LeFeber, Seminary student in Spiritual Direction, for one of three group spiritual
direction sessions at Federated. During each of these sessions she will model deep listening
and evocative questioning and encourage you to do the same.

Space is limited to seven per session. If you are interested in attending
one, please let Kristin know as soon as possible by emailing her at
klefeber@fedchurch.org

Group Spiritual Direction Sessions at Federated:

Wanted
(Nithers Day Photos

Send in a photo of the
mothers in your life
for a Celebration
Video on May 11th

Send via Email ONLY
To: Pics@fedchurch.org

Include your name and
~ the names of the moms
you are celebrating

" NolLaterThan5/6/25
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Wondrous Wednesday
Wondrous Wednesday presents: “Composting!”

On April 23rd, Thea Mozingo and Gay Quintin are bringing a special
guest, “Cindy”, to teach us about composting! Cindy helps us clean out
Fed's refrigerators.

Learn what are the “good” foods to leave for her, and the compostable foods
that you should take home after Fed. Programs. Also learn how YOU can
compost at home for your garden, or have Rust Belt Riders pick it up and
make it into rich sail.

The dinner, features Bill Lentz's yummy pasta and meatballs, starts at 6 PM
in Fellowship Hall. We also serve a vegan gluten free pasta dish. Salads are
welcome! Fun Easter themed deserts! Cindy
starts the program at 7PM.

**xxSign up on REALM, or on the list at the

Angel Desk.
federated ®
grow

Meet Our New Gallery Artist: Joy Wyatt

Joy Wyatt is our new artist for April and May in our
Gallery Space. You thought her main gift to the church
was singing in the choir. Now discover another talent of
hers- painting with acrylics. Her paintings are based on
photos taken from her travels, which focus on wildlife, and
the beauty and majesty of Nature. Joy is donating any
sales from the exhibit to Federated church, for SUAM En-
vironmental Justice programming. She is gifting us in
two different ways by doing this. Thank you, Joy!
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Membership & Nominating
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Are you already a member of our church? We need your help! Become a New
Member Partner and extend a warm welcome to someone in the next class
joining the church. As a New Member Partner, you will be paired with a new
member or family to welcome them to the church community. If you're inter-
ested in participating or have any questions, please contact Dawn Herdman at
dtrmherd@gmail.com. Your involvement will make a meaningful difference in

federated &
STow
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