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“"Whenever we care for creation, we restore the relationship
between God, humanity, and nature.”
— Pope Francis, Laudato Si’



https://www.fedchurch.org/
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“The first passion of Jesus was the kingdom of God, namely, to incarnate the justice of God
by demanding for all a fair share of a world belonging to and ruled by the covenantal
God of Israel” - John Dominic Crossan and Marcus J. Borg in The Last Week

Dear Friends,

Although you will read this about ten days after Easter, as | write this morning, we are at the
beginning of Holy Week, one of the most challenging weeks for those of us who immerse ourselves
in the life and way of Jesus. While | love Jesus’ emotion and courage, these are difficult days, full of
events that show us both the incredible joys of our faith, but also the reprehensible acts that
humans will take when given the power.

On the day on which | write, it seems we have come to a crossroads moment unlike any other in this
already-fraught presidency as it appears the administration is willing to ignore the decision of the
Supreme Court, spinning our nation and its constitution into uncharted waters. That this comes at
the beginning of Holy Week is not an irony lost on many people of faith. It reminds us that our call
as those who proclaim to follow Jesus is to stand up and speak out when oppression seeks to
silence vulnerable voices, when a domination system asserts its strength and power, when God's
justice is being overrun.

When the domination system of the Roman Empire and the collaboration of the temple leaders
sought to disregard human life, Jesus refused to sit by and watch. He spoke out, challenged
authority and continued to offer the alternative view of God’s love and justice. Even in his darkest
hour, facing a torturous crucifixion, Jesus chose courage over silence and complicity.

The gift of our faith is that, following the dark days of Holy Week, comes resurrection. Death does
not have the last word. Hope is reborn from the pain and struggle that feels like the end. So, too,
today we can trust, even when we may feel uncertain and anxious about the state of our country,
that there is reason to have hope. As people of the resurrection, we know that even from moments
of great struggle will come renewed strength and commitment to justice if we but follow the
teachings of Jesus and speak up when those around us are being oppressed and mistreated.

My prayer today is that we will choose to not simply show up at church on Easter Sunday bedecked
in our finery to sing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today,” but will also take some of the risks that Jesus
did to embody our faith and stand with those who are vulnerable. It is only when we commit to
doing so that we can bring the realm of God near and ensure that
justice overcomes the human desire for power. May we all choose to
live out these core tenants of our faith in the days and weeks ahead.
Like Jesus, even in our darkest hours, may we choose courage over
silence and complicity.

Shalom,
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Gratitude, Confidence, Blessing

As | write my last Column for the Federated Spire, | find myself overwhelmed with gratitude, confidence, and an
awareness of God's blessing.

Gratitude for the gifts that | have known in ministry with Federated Church for these past three years. We have
been through much together, and | have been blessed to share this passage of our lives together with you. In the
past few months, as many of you have shared your love and memories of our time together, the memories come
with laughter and tears, and a sense of gratitude to God for all of you. It is you, each of you, that makes this
transition bittersweet for me. You are a people of big hearts, wisdom, kindness, curiosity, joy, and love. You have
made my tenure hear such a joyful space of learning: learning what matters to you about God’s work among us
and how you look to God to help change the world to reflect God’s unending love and welcome.

My confidence is in the future of the Federated Church. It was my privilege to serve with Rev. Hamilton
Throckmorton, who was instrumental in my call to serve as Federated’s Associate Pastor. His wisdom, and energy,
and pastoral gifts are superb, and serving with him, and the deeply good people on our staff, has been a joy and an
honor. They all live out a legacy of kindness and open doors to one and all.

My confidence also stems from the members of this church, because | know well your abilities to provide
leadership, and the dedication of your support.

| have been praying for the person who will be called as the next settled senior minister and for the person who will
be called as the next settled Spiritual Formation pastor. When | hold these people in prayer, whoever they may be, |
feel a sense of excitement for them. They don't know how good they will have it.

Surely, God's blessing is evident in the life of Federated Church. God’s blessing does not mean that we will not
experience hardship, pain, and tragedy. The promises of God are not the promises of the world, yet God's
promises do mean that the strength of God's love will bear us up. Nor does God's blessing mean that there will
never be disappointments, disagreements, or unwelcome surprises. It does mean that God brings good out of
trouble, and reconciliation to the ways in which we fray at the seams. All will be well in the hands of our Maker. |
leave you with this closing blessing, which is part of a longer blessing | will share with you on my final Sunday
worship with you on May 18™:

May God bless you and keep you secure in peace and grace.

May God bless you with an abundance of security in your own infinite worth
as a child of God's own creation.

May God bless you with love to meet your fear,

understanding to meet your questions,

healing to meet your wounds, and comfort to hold you through grief.

May the gifts of the years that we have shared continue to enrich our lives
as deposits in our storehouses of courage and faith,

and as affirmations of God's love, made known to us in human relationships.

With Love and God’s Blessings,
Rev. Betsy Wooster
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Staffing Updates
Jeff Miller, Moderator and Chair, Senior Pastor Search Committee

The Senior Pastor search committee completed the church'’s profile, which announces our
open position, and it was posted on the UCC website at the end of March. We have begun
to receive some applications for our Senior Pastor position already. We will take our time
with this portion of the process, as we have with the overall search, to ensure we are
carefully considering the needs of our congregation and listening for God's leadership.

During the recent listening sessions, along with qualities for a Senior Pastor, we also clearly
heard a call for prioritizing leadership and programming for our youth and families. With the
recommendation of Vicki's Transition Team and the HR Committee, the Church Council
has approved a new full-time position of Director of Youth and Family Ministries. We
have intentionally left this position open to both clergy and non-clergy candidates with the
hope of keeping the net as wide as possible to make sure we get top candidates. The
Church Council also discussed and decided that it is in our best interest to begin the search
right away. Although we considered waiting until after the new Senior Pastor came on
board, we didn't want to risk losing our current momentum or having a gap in youth
programming at the beginning of the school year.

To make sure we can meet all our pastoral care needs, we are officially bringing Judy
Bagley-Bonner back on staff. Judy has been assisting with pastoral care for the past
several months but has been doing it somewhat behind the scenes. So, we have created
the new position Minister of Pastoral Support. She will be able to offer pastoral care,
officiate funerals, preach when needed, and help Vicki now and the new pastor when they
arrive.

In early May, Kristin LeFeber will be stepping down from her role as Director of Children’s
Spiritual Formation. She recently graduated from Eden Theological Seminary with a
master’'s degree in Spiritual Direction. Although we are sad to lose her on staff, we fully
support this new chapter in her life and can’t wait to watch what she will do next.

While change can be challenging, the Church Council is very excited about the direction
our church is going in, and we are grateful for the strong participation of the congregation

as we approach this transition.
T federated
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Allison Hawkes In memory of her parents

Anonymous In honor and memory of all God's creatures great and small
Anonymous In honor and memory of all God's creatures great and small
Anonymous In honor and memory of all God's creatures great and small
Anonymous In honor and memory of all God's creatures great and small
Becky Carter In memory of Virginia & Paul N. Stewart (parents)

Becky Carter In memory of Helen Brown (friend)

Bob & Beth Rutkowski In memory of Jon & Sue Blouin

Chuck & Thea Mozingo In memory of Charles & Dee Mozingo

Chuck & Thea Mozingo In memory of Rolf & Therese Hanson

Dana Korosi In memory of Alexander Korosi, Nina Dannenberg and Marsha Helen Stroud

Dennis & Kathy Kieta In memory of Robert & Gertrude Ames

Dennis & Kathy Kieta In memory of Joseph & Geraldine Kieta

Doug & Lu Bannerman In honor of our family and in memory of our granddaughter Cassie Luckey
Gary & Dawn Dole Christ is risen.

Gary & Dawn Dole Praise and joy.

Georgiann Pace In dedication to my Mother ... Mary Lorraine Pace

Gylene Pelton In memory of the Pelton Family

Hannah Stefanchik In loving memory of Janis Stefanchik

Harriett Rogers With gratitude for Vicki & Betsy

Harry Rees & Karen Anderson In memory of Joan & Harry Rees and Clarence & Eleanor Anderson
Jan Blank In memory of Mary Hobbs

Janet Berlincourt In memory of my grandparents Mr & Mrs. William L. Loudon

Janet Berlincourt In memory of my grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Weldon B. Berlincourt

Jeanette Brown In memory of Dr. Glenn Brown

Joan Rieke & Dan Allen In memory of Jesus Christ

Joyce McFarland In memory of her dear husband, Jack, and special sister, Joan Hartman

Louise Rutkowski In loving memory of Peter & Matt Rutkowski

Marcia Snavely In memory of John Laskowski

Marcia Snavely In memory of Scott Snavely

Marcia Snavely In memory of the Charles King Family

Marty Culbertson & Martine Scheuermann In memory of Al & Shirley Culbertson

Marty Culbertson & Martine Scheuermann In memory of Nancy & George Scheuermann

Marty Culbertson & Martine Scheuermann In memory of Mike Scheuermann
Marty Culbertson & Martine Scheuermann In memory of Rich Scheuermann
Mary Kudasick In memory of Edward Kudasick & Marie Ashmus

Mike & Vicki McGaw In memory of daughter, Megan

Mike & Vicki McGaw In honor of all of the people at Federated

Phyllis Ference in memory of Bob Ference

Signe Wrolstad-Forbes & Casey Forbes In memory of Sue & Merald Wrolstad
Signe Wrolstad-Forbes & Casey Forbes In memory of Carol & Jim Forbes
Walker & Joan Johnson

Walker & Joan Johnson

Ward Pierson & Diane Tuuri In memory of Marilyn & Ed Pierson

Ward Pierson & Diane Turri In Honor of Ann and in Memory of Walter Tuuri
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Women's Ministries

Circle willmeet on Monday, May 19th for a fun lunch outing at Two Café (across from
the Chagrin Falls Post Office) at 11:30 AM. Mark your calendars!

Sit & Stitch continues to meet every Thursday at 10 o'clock in room 340... we welcome
any knitters or crocheters to help us make some prayer shawls or prayer squares. We
have plenty of yarn and knitting needles. We can even help you learn how to knit!

Helping Hands is tentatively scheduled for Monday, May 26th, but please note this
may change due to Memorial Day. Stay tuned for updates.

Loaves & Fishes usually takes place on the last Sunday of the month, but we're double-
checking whether that falls on Memorial Day weekend. We'll keep you posted!

Thanks for your patience as we finalize these
details—we look forward to seeing you soon.

If you would like to join any of these activities, all
are welcome... just drop in! For more information
contact Lynne Kessell, lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats
Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

May 4- last names beginning withU,V, W, X, Y, and Z
May 11- last names beginning with A and B

May 18- last names beginning with Cand D
May 25- last names beginning withE, F,and G
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Thank You for Another Wonderful
Wondrous Wednesday Season

We are so grateful to all of our presenters, everyone who brought delicious treats to share,

our amazing volunteers, and all who came out to support and participate. A special thanks
to Katie Swanson-Harbage for coordinating it all so beautifully.

We look forward to gathering again after the summer for more fun, learning, and fellow-
ship. Until then, enjoy these photos from our most recent Wondrous Wednesday!

WONDROUS
WEDNESDAY

federated & ,
STrow «
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On behalf of the Federated Finance & Properties Committee, I'd like to share an update on our financial
position. Through the first three months of the year, we have collected $344,769 in Pledge Receipts. That is
39% of the pledges that we budged to receive for the entirety of 2025. On average over the past ten years,
through the first three months we have $439,616 in pledge receipts making up 42% of the total budgeted for
the year. The chart below shows how much we received in pledges on average over the past 10 years in blue,
the pledges we received in 2024 in green and the pledges we received this year in red.

Pledge Receipts
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During most years, we receive a large percentage of our pledges in January. Pledge receipts decrease
significantly in February and generally stay around that level until October, at which point pledges start in
increase through the end of the year. The chart below shows how much we've received on average each
month over the past 10 years in blue. The bars in green show how much we received each month in 2024. The
bars in red show how much we received each month thus far in 2025.

Monthly Pledges
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The Finance & Properties Committee would also like to acknowledge that 2025 has been a year of volatility
from a market perspective. Beyond the investments that Federated has through our Legacy Fund, we also
invest a portion of our assets. Those assets are in our Operations Investment Account. For the first three
months of the year, the Operations Investment Account decreased in value by 2.6%. For context, over the past
twelve months, the Operations Investment Account increased in value by 3.6%. We will continue to invest our
assets in a responsible manner that provides more than sufficient liquidity, while allowing our assets to grow
over time.
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Upcoming Events

May 20th - Widow’s Dinner Out - 5:30 to 7:30pm at the Village Martini Bar

Dinner out with other ladies who are widows - we will join for dinner at the Village Martini Bar at 516
East Washington St, Chagrin Falls at 5:30pm. Please RSVP so we can get a reservation for all who
want to participate. We hope to make this a regular or semi-regular event.

June 1lth - Guardians Game 1:10pm - There is a limit of 33 tickets! We will meet at the Family Life
Center at 1:00am to board the bus and travel downtown for a game against the Cincinnati Reds.
Ticket cost is $35 per person and we will be in section 138. The bus is covered by the church so save
your dollars for a hot dog and a coke!

July 10th Picnic at Frohring 1:30-2:00pm and there will be BINGO!

August - TBD

September 11th - Rooftop Restaurant near Pinecrest — 1:00am (self-drive). We will create an event
in REALM so we have a count for the reservation.

October 9th - Middlefield Trip Mary Yoder’s, Cheese Factory, Middlefield - Hartville Hardware Store
if itis open? TBD

November 13th - Program and Lunch Here at the Church/Cleveland Memories 13th - Noon-2:00pm
December 11th - Lunch at the Cabin in Aurora (self drive/self pay)
January 8th - Pizza and Games here in Fellowship Hall - Noon-2:00pm

Next planning meeting is 5/19 at 3:00pm here in Fellowship Hall and all are welcome. If you are not
able to attend and want to recommend an outing, please contact Thea.

Please sign up for these events on REALM or by contacting Thea at tmozingo@fedchurch.org

Federated Church

76 Bell St

Chagrin Falls OH

440-247-6490 federated -
www.fedchurch.org g Trouw
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A Capital Campaign for the Family Life
fedepart Center (FLC) building was approved by the
Bu“dlng congregation at the annual meeting this

for the year.
FUtu re A FLC Capital Campaign Committee,
o sanctioned by Church Council, is actively
developing a successful campaign. Our goal
is to raise $800,000 to address these
needs, with a stretch goal of $1,000,000.

o ‘ These improvements will not only preserve
Family Life Center Capital Campaign the Family Life Center’s use but will also

allow us to continue providing a unique and
f federated welcoming space for the congregation,
community and church fellowship activities.

Wanted
Mu‘&@«ﬂ; Phetos

Send in a photo of the
mothers in your life
for a Celebration
- Video on May 11th

Send via Email ONLY
To: Pics@fedchurch.org

~ Include your name and
the names of the moms
you are celebrating
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THE GENEROSITY COMMISSION
INVITES YOU T0 SHARE YOUR GIFTS!

GET READY FOR THIS ALL CHURGH
TALENT SHOW! SHINE UP YOUR
SHOES, PRACTICE YOUR BEST JOKES,
TIME T0 GET SINGING-WE WANT YoU!

ALL CHURCH

FALL FOLLIES

STAY TUNED FOR MORE DETAILS

x

Women'’s Friday Morning Bible Study
Are you interested in the Bible? Would you like to find out what it might say about:

-today’s troubles and/or stress?

-giving you courage for the road ahead?
-providing comfort for your loss or grief?
-examples of personal strength?

-love and forgiveness?

On Friday mornings, from 10-11:30am, a group of women gather in the Lounge to discuss
these issues and more. We are self-led and choose books, videos and the lectionary to
further our understanding of what the Bible can teach us. We share from our backgrounds
knowing we're in a safe, non-critical and non-judgmental environment. We're curious. We
want to explore and try to understand what meaning the Bible can bring to our lives in
today’s world. Please join us for a cup of coffee, conversation and study. Friends are
waiting for you!

nnNn®HNT ®cndn al NOK HAawmm y



Generosity Corner

t @by ¢KS { LIANB FTSROKdAZNOK P 7



