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COME AS YOU ARE.
BRING YOUR SUMMER SPIRIT.
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“Be Still and know that | am God.” - Psalm 46:10
Dear Friends,

As | sit to write this article, the birds outside my window are serenading me with a rousing
concert of their finest works in the pre-dawn light. The breeze wafting in is pleasant with
just the slightest hint of humidity that carries the promise of the warm day that is to come.
In this space, pregnant with the wonders of God’s creation, it is difficult to focus. My mind
wants to wander, to linger on the multitude of voices making up the bird choir. | want to sit
and stare out the window as the sky changes moment by moment, a kaleidoscope of
brightening color spun by the hand of God.

Perhaps because it's a time of vacations, perhaps because, no matter how old we are, we
remember the languid, carefree summer afternoons of our youth, for me no other season
evokes such an awareness of surroundings, a willingness to stop, breathe, and discern the
presence of God. Somehow, no matter how busy my days, in the summer things just feel a
little lighter, time moves just a titch slower, and | take more time just to be, to reflect and
discern.

This month, whether life takes you to some exotic vacation locale or just to a quiet corner
of your own backyard, | encourage you to be still for a while and reflect on the presence of
God. Pause to take in the intoxicating sights, sounds and smells of God'’s amazing creation,
then offer a prayer of thanks. Next ask for guidance, for how you might grow deeper in
your relationship with God, how you might be called to be a part of what God is doing at
Federated. Then just be still. Listen for God’s voice. Close your eyes. Breathe slowly. Open
your heart and your mind to receive what God offers. Take what is given and sit with it for a
while.

Then act. Is God nudging you to take on a new role in the upcoming program year? Do it! Is
God helping you to discern a particular gift? Share it! Are you being pushed to stretch and
grow in some new way? Rise to the challenge! Wherever you sense the Spirit is pushing you,
move in that direction.

There is much opportunity over the next many months to try new
things and discern new ways of continuing to be a transformational
community that reflects God’s realm. As we prepare for the arrival
of a new settled pastor in the months ahead, what part are you
called to play? Be still and listen for God's guidance this summer.

Shalom,
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Worship in July

Thanks to everyone who sent in questions for our “Ask the Pastor” worship series for this
month! As promised, | will attempt to answer all of the questions that we will not be able
to address in worship, but ask for your patience; it may take me a bit of time to get to
everyonel!

Here is a brief summary of what you can expect this month:

July 6: Pastor Vicki will answer Houston Bower's question about the UCC's

position on a ministry of resistance. Houston’s inquiry draws on a piece that
UCC President and General Minister, Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, wrote
on the topic. Her article can be found here: https://www.ucc.org/the-ministry-
of-resistance/#:~text=The%20church%20is%20a%20part,behalf%200f%
20ourselves%20and%20others Vicki's sermon will be undergirded by the story
of the Hebrew midwives who defy Pharoah in a brave act of resistance. Read
Exodus 1:15-22 to prepare.

July 13: Rev. Brian Bagley-Bonner will address the question of what the bible
is and what impact it has on our lives. Is this just a collection of dusty old
stories, the inerrant word of God, or an account of things that really happened
thousands of years ago? And what does any of it mean in our twenty-first
century lives?

July 20: Rev. Judy Bagley-Bonner will answer Maren Koepf's question seeking under
standing of what Jesus meant when he said, “Again | tell you, it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.” Judy will help us to understand the role of wealth
in a life of faith.

July 27: Pastor Vicki will address Louise Rutkowski's question, “Do you believe that God
has specific plans for people?” Louise notes that people often say that they
believe that something was or wasn't part of God's plan for them. How are we
to discern the difference between things to which God may be calling us and
things that are the result of free will or random circumstance? Does God allow
things to happen for some purpose we can’t understand?

Join us throughout the month to hear your pastors struggle with some thorny questions
you may have also wondered about. And, after the service, please feel free to share your
own thoughts! See you in church!
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Women's Ministry

Circle No Circle meeting until September.

Sit & Stitch Continues on Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM in Room 340. All are
welcome! Come learn to knit or crochet and help create prayer shawls or little prayer
squares. We have plenty of yarn and needles, and it's a wonderful time for fellowship.

Helping Hands Not meeting in July, but we're proud to share that we have 97 cancer
pillows ready to deliver to Hospice of the Western Reserve.

Loaves & Fishes If you love to bake, Loaves & Fishes is always looking for volunteers
to donate baked goods. Loaves & Fishes meets on the last Sunday of the month when
Jim Sherman serves lunch at St. Paul's. If you'd like to contribute, please let us know!

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome... just drop in!
For more information contact Lynne Kessell, lynnekessell@gmail.com. .

Save the Date: Annual All-Church Picnhic

Sunday, August 10th, 11:30 AM
at the Family Life Center

Mark your calendars now for one of the highlights of our summer—Federated’'s All-Church
Picnic! This annual gathering is a time to relax, connect, and celebrate all the good things
happening in our community.

After worship at The Family Life Center, we'll head outside for an afternoon full of food,
games, and plenty of fun for all ages. There will be delicious picnic fare, activities to keep
kids and adults entertained, and even a friendly (but
competitive!) kickball game—so don't forget to bring your
A-game!

More details will be shared soon, but for now, be sure to
save the date and plan to stay after worship. We look
forward to spending this wonderful day of fellowship with
our Federated family!
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Get Connected
Realm Trainings Available

Did you know Federated Church uses Realm as our online hub for communication, event
registration, giving, and more? Whether you're new to Realm or want a refresher on how
to make the most of this helpful tool, we're here to help!

Upcoming Realm Training Sessions
Join us for one of these in-person drop-in sessions:

1 Tuesday, July 29th, Noon-3 PM, Fellowship Hall
1 Sunday, August 3rd, 11:30 AM-1PM, Room G30

During these times, we'll help you:

Set up or update your profile
Register for events

Find church directories
Manage your giving and pledges

Access groups and communications

= =4 =4 =4 4

Feel free to bring your devices you will be using to access Realm!

Additional Options

Can’t make these dates? No problem—one-on-one or small group trainings are also
available by appointment, either in person or virtually via Zoom.

Ready to Get Started?

If you'd like to learn more or schedule a training, please contact Brooke Strong at
bstrong@fedchurch.org or call the church office at 440-247-6490.

Realm is a simple way to stay informed and.connected with your Federated family. We'd
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THE GENEROSITY GOMMISSION INVITES YOU T0 SHARE YOUR
GIFTS!

GET READY FOR THIS ALL CHURGH GELEBRATION OF TALENTS!
SHINE UP YOUR SHOES, PRAGTICE YOUR BEST JOKES, TIME TO

GET SINGING, BAKE YOUR BEST BROWNIES, BRING A PIEGE OF
ART-WE WANT You!

FALL FOLLIES VARIETY SHOW

@ A CELEBRATION OF
TALENTS *

¥ SEPTEMBER 21ST 4:00-6:00PM

The Generosity Commission invites ALL of you to sign up for the
Federated'’s Fall Follies Variety Show & Celebration of Talents.

This event will take place on September 21st at the Family Life Center from
4.00-6:00pm.
You are invited to showcase your talent on stage... you can bring in a piece of
your art..you can bake the best brownies in the world.
We want you to do youl!

If you are interested in participating, please sign up using this link
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/IxrzvyFfTmMNG66A6_7HS5IkcrOcl gGE cS5IXPIKHN7cosQ/edit

Please contact Thea Mozingo tmozingo@fedchurch.org with any questions!
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Christmas in July

A special offering of the United Church of Christ

*
WRISTMAS
eSSy,

“..THE
GLORYo:
GODSHONE The Christmas Fund has

AROUND THEM...”
been caring for active and

LUKE 2:9

retired clergy and lay
employees of the United
Church of Christ for over
100 years, providing
emergency grants,
supplementation of small
annuities and health

premiums, to our lower-

income retirees

The Offering will be collected on July 20, 2025. (We collect this in July
because of Federated Church’s Christmas Eve Offering tradition.)
Thank you for prayerfully considering a generous gift
to this special UCC Offering.
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How to prepare pill bottle donations for shipments of medical supplies:

26 L § ik

Remove labels, lea Wash bottles and lids in very
Sort bottles by col d
ort bottles by color and type no glue or “-Sd E hot water and dish soap
(]
@3 -} 5 serr
Replace lids on clean, Pla‘ce clean, recapped bottles
Rinse and dry thoroughly dried bottles in large resealable bags

marked 'Clean Bottles'

We have started a collection for
clean, empty pill bottles. Recyclers in
our area are not accepting them at
this time and this is a great way to
keep them out of the landfil.
There is a collection bin behind the
Angel Desk!

You can contact Cheryl Johnson with any
questions at cherjohnson99@yahoo.com

th 3
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FEDERATED CHURCH

PRIMETIME
NEWSLETTER

JULY 2025

T federated

We would love to have you join us for one or all of the upcoming Primetime
events! You do not need to be a member of the church to join us. Church
members can sign up on REALM. Feel free to sign up by contacting Thea
Mozingo at tmozingo@fedchurch.org or by calling 440-247-6490

Upcoming Events

July 10" Noon-2:00pm Primetime Picnic
Food, FUN and Bingo at Frohring Meadows
We will provide the burgers, hot dogs and cupcakes!
Please bring a side to share-sweet or savory.
Cost is $10 per person and can be paid there.
Please sign up on REALM or contact Thea Mozingo at tmozingo@fechurch.org to RSVP so
we have accurate counts for food.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

July 15th 5:30-7:30 Widows Dinner Out
Join Primetimers and friends as they enjoy dinner out at The Welshfield Inn-14001 Main
Market Rd, Burton, OH 44021. Please RSVP on REALM or by contacting Thea so we can make
a reservation for the correct number. Feel free to invite friends.

(All Church) Federated Goes to the Lake County Captains-July 18" 6:00-8:00pm
Join us in the Pavilion for a picnic, baseball, fireworks & our choir singing the National Anthem!
Tickets are $15 and include dinner (under 2 free).

Gates open at 6:00pm - dinner is served at 6:30 and game starts at 7:00pm. You can sign up
on REALM or by calling the office 440-247-6490.

August 28™ 10:30-3:30 Primetime Cruise on the Lady Caroline
$56 per person-details on REALM.

Federated Church
76 Bell St

Chagrin Falls OH fe del’ated -~

440-247-6490
www.fedchurch.org g row
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FEDERATED CHURCH

PRIMETIME
NEWSLETTER

JULY 2025

T federated

Primetime Goes to the Guardians

Federated Church
76 Bell St

Chagrin Falls OH
440.247-6430 federa}g%% w’

www.fedchurch.org
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Generosity Corner

T federated Bu i I d i ng

for the

Future

Family Life Center Capital Campaign

Watch Your Mailbox!
All members will be receiving information about the

Family Life Center Capital Campaign in the next week.
This campaign runs through the beginning of September. Funds
raised will be put into a designated fund. This fund will be used for
major maintance and capital upgrades to the Family Life Center
over the coming decade. Please contact Thea with any questions at
tmozingo@fedchurch.org

federated #
support
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