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“Change is good. .. you go first!”

Dear Friends,

| just love the line noted above that so perfectly describes how many people react to change: with suspicion
and trepidation . . . but with good reason. Our brains crave homeostasis that helps us thrive and protects us
from danger. But if we look closer at what God set in motion, we find that change is actually the most con-
stant part of life. Jesus advocated for changes that would keep us moving closer to the kindom of God.

This month we begin a new worship series that will enable us to harken back to the days when a tub of Play-
Doh could spark our imaginations and made all things feel possible! As we age, somehow the Play-Doh of
our lives gets cracked and dry and less malleable. We become suspicious of change as we start to believe
that “the way things are” is the safest choice. But often when “what is” starts to crumble, we realize that
change is necessary to help us find renewed purpose throughout life.

Over four weeks beginning August 10, as we prepare for the arrival in over the several months of a new pas-
tor and a director of youth and family ministries, we will examine our need for change, recognizing that we
were made for this, even when it means that our lives may be turned inside out. Even though these new arri-
vals will bring new energy and usher in an exciting new time in the life of Federated, there are probably some
people who are a bit anxious of what lies ahead.

Knowing that everything changes, this series will help us find ways to be encouraged when the inevitable
happens. Join us as together, we challenge ourselves to be reshaped by God's transformative Spirit each
week including:

T August 10: “We Were Made for This"” - Jeremiah 18:1-6 uses the metaphor of God as a potter who
fashioned us from clay, a malleable substance that can be reshaped again and again. When life requires
change of us, let us embrace our ability to roll with it, for we were made for this!

1 August 17: “Inside Out” - Mark 1:1-15 recalls the baptism of Jesus and reminds us that, as followers of
Jesus, are changed constantly “from the inside out.” Transformation does not start with the action of
change itself, but a willingness within our own spirits to “lean into” the life path that is calling to us.

1 August 24: “Everything Changes” - In John 12:20-26, Jesus asks us to let go of life as it is in order to
create and multiply the love that is eternal. What feels like the chaos of change is the breaking-open of
possibility and the sprouting of new life.

1 August 31: “Be En-Couraged” - In the story of Peter walking on water in Matthew 14:22-31, Jesus shows
us that it takes courage to break out of the narrow paths on which we may find ourselves. Like Peter, we
have to take those first uncertain steps into the unknown, trusting in Jesus to offer support if we start to
sink or lose our way.

| look forward to the ways that, together, the Spirit may reshape us for the exciting times that lie ahead!

Shalom,
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It's been a busy summer around 76 Bell Street! Along with the ongoing maintenance, we've taken
the time to work on some exciting projects and have several more in the works.

Here's a brief summary:

A Cleaned out both kitchens removing duplicates and things no longer used. Huge thanks to Leah
Hassett, Kathy Kieta, and Peggie Jo Shinagawa for their help!! Look for refurbishments to
comel!

A Painted and repurposed Room 330 as a Meditation and Healing Room. Along with the labyrinth
in that room, we will be adding space for the contemplative prayer groups, Reiki, massage,
pastoral counseling and spiritual direction sessions.

A Cleaned out and reorganized the cabinets and shelves in our main copier room. Look for
updates and refurbishing to the office area to come!

s

A Created a new donation closet in the lobby by the Sanctuary stairs. Donations to MedWish and
St. Paul's and other food pantries can be placed in the closet instead of the hallway.

Still to come this summer:

A Replace lighting in Fellowship Hall with brighter, more energy-efficient lighting.
A Parking lot crack filling for preventative maintenance.

A Deep cleaning of Sanctuary and Narthex carpet.

We have so much to be grateful for! Our loving care of this place shows our care
for each other and our community.

Bless you and see you at church! .
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The Search Committees for both the Senior Pastor and Director of Youth & Family Ministries continue
to make steady progress in reviewing potential candidates and conducting interviews. Filling these
important leadership roles takes thoughtful care and discernment to ensure the best fit for Federated’s
future.

We look forward to sharing further updates with you in the weeks ahead and appreciate your continued

- federated #
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August 10th Worship & All Church Picnic

Sunday, August 10 | Family Life Center

Mark your calendars for one of the most joyful traditions of our summer—the All-Church
Picnic! We'll gather at the Family Life Center for a special Sunday worship service, which will
include a Back-to-Backpack Blessing for students as they prepare for the upcoming
school year. During the service, children in grades K-5 will be invited to join Second Sunday
Summer Sunday School for a time of fun and learning.

After worship, stick around for an afternoon of delicious food, fun games, and fellowship
with your Federated family. Highlights include activities for all ages, time to relax together,

and even a friendly (but competitive!) kickball game—so bring your A-game!

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate
summer, connect with one another, and welcome the upcoming fall season as a church
family. We can’t wait to see you there!

You're Invited
to the
All-Church Picnic

Immediately Following the 10 AM Church Service

Sunday, August 10th

11 AM

Family Life Center
16349 Chillicothe Rd., Chagrin Falls 44023

Please bring a
side dish or dessert
to share.

Hot dogs, burgers,
and veggie burgers
will be served.
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Women's Ministry

Circle No Circle meeting until September.

Sit & Stitch Continues on Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM in Room 340. All are
welcome! Come learn to knit or crochet and help create prayer shawls or little prayer
squares. We have plenty of yarn and needles, and it's a wonderful time for fellowship.

Helping Hands will meet Monday, August 25 at 1PM in Room G30.

Loaves & Fishes If you love to bake, Loaves & Fishes is always looking for volunteers
to donate baked goods. Loaves & Fishes meets on the last Sunday of the month when
Jim Scheuermann serves lunch at St. Paul’s. If you'd like to contribute, please let us
know!

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome... just drop
in! For more information contact Lynne Kessell, lynnekessell@gmail.com. .

We Want To Know What You Did This Summer!

We would love to see a picture of how you and yours celebrated summer this year. We
are asking for photos from your summer vacation, staycation, trip to the zoo or just fun in
the sun. We are planning on sharing a video with the congregation of all the ways that our
faith family celebrated this summer.

Please email your photo to pics@fedchurch.org
and put your name and Summer 2025 in the
memo line. We will be accepting photos until 8/26.

T federated |-



mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:pics@fedchurch.org

Get Connected
Realm Trainings Available

Did you know Federated Church uses Realm as our online hub for communication, event
registration, giving, and more? Whether you're new to Realm or want a refresher on how
to make the most of this helpful tool, we're here to help!

Upcoming Realm Training Sessions
Join us for an in-person drop-in session:

1 Sunday, August 3rd, 11:30 AM-1PM, Room G30

During these times, we'll help you:

Set up or update your profile
Register for events
Find church directories

Manage your giving and pledges
Access groups and communications

Feel free to bring your devices you will be

using to access Realm!

= =4 =4 =4 =2

Additional Options

Can’t make these dates? No problem—one-on-one or small group trainings are also
available by appointment, either in person or virtually via Zoom.

Ready to Get Started?

If you'd like to learn more or schedule a training, please contact Brooke Strong at
bstrong@fedchurch.org or call the church office at 440-247-6490.

Realm is a simple way to stay informed and connected with your Federated family. We'd

T federated
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THE GENEROSITY GOMMISSION INVITES YOU T0 SHARE YOUR
GIFTS!

GET READY FOR THIS ALL CHURGH GELEBRATION OF TALENTS!
SHINE UP YOUR SHOES, PRAGTICE YOUR BEST JOKES, TIME TO

GET SINGING, BAKE YOUR BEST BROWNIES, BRING A PIEGE OF
ART-WE WANT You!

FALL FOLLIES VARIETY SHOW

@ A CELEBRATION OF
TALENTS *

¥ SEPTEMBER 21ST 4:00-6:00PM

The Generosity Commission invites ALL of you to sign up for the
Federated'’s Fall Follies Variety Show & Celebration of Talents.

This event will take place on September 21st at the Family Life Center from
4.00-6:00pm.
You are invited to showcase your talent on stage... you can bring in a piece of
your art..you can bake the best brownies in the world.
We want you to do youl!

If you are interested in participating, please sign up using this link
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/IxrzvyFfTmMNG66A6_7HS5IkcrOcl gGE cS5IXPIKHN7cosQ/edit

Please contact Thea Mozingo tmozingo@fedchurch.org with any questions!
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Get Your Picture in the new Church Directory!

With a new Senior Pastor coming on board soon, we are updating and creating a new church
directory. We will be using our Realm Database to compile the photos and contact information.
Once we have completed the update, we will be able to offer printed and electronic versions of
the new directory. The goal is to have it ready for Rally Day!

Three Ways to Submit/Provide Your Photo:

1. Send a photo to pics@fedchurch.org
Photo must:
¢ Bein vertical format
o Atleast1MB
¢ Feature faces
¢ Include names of those pictured

* Marty can come to your house, meet you at the church, or some other location to take your
photo at a time that is convenient for you.

3. Wear your "Sunday Best"” and have your photo taken on Sunday, August 17 after worship.

Realm Info Update Options:

* Drop by one of our Realm workshops: Tuesday, July 29 from 12:00 - 3:00 pm or Sunday,
Aug. 3 from 11:30 - 1:00 pm.

¢ Loginto your Realm profile to make sure your information is up to date.

e Complete an online PDF form or paper form at the Angel Desk.

If you do not want to be included in the picture directory, you will be able to mark on
the form or online that you do not want to be in the directory.
Feel free to contact Brooke Strong bstrong@fedchurch.org with any questions.
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Family Life Center Capital Campaign

Family Life Center Capital
Campaign (Includes Prior
Deferred Maintenance Fund)

$1,000,000

Our Capital Campaign for the Family Life Center
is well underway! We currently have $300,000
given or pledged towards the fund (this includes
the existing Deferred Maintenance Fund).

L1 IIID

. Campaign materials were mailed at the
‘23331000 beginning of July. If you did not receive them or
if you have any questions, please contact Thea

U Mozingo at tmozingo@fedchurch.org.

3¢ bloomerang This campaign will run through the end of
August.

t federated federated &
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We would love to have you join us for one or all of the upcoming Primetime
events! You do not need to be a member of the church to join us. Church
members can sign up on REALM. Feel free to sign up by contacting Thea
Mozingo at tmozingo@fedchurch.org or by calling 440-247-6490

Upcoming Events

August 10™ 11:30 All Church Picnic at the Family Life Center
Join us after worship at the Family Life Center for our Annual All Church Picnic. There will
be fun, food and fellowship in a beautiful setting.

August 19" 5:45-7:45 Widows Dinner Out
Join Primetimers and friends as they enjoy dinner out at Aaron & Moses - 2615 Glenwood
Drive, Twinsburg, OH 44087. Please RSVP on REALM or by contacting Thea so we can make
a reservation for the correct number. Feel free to invite friends.

August 28" 10:30-3:30 Primetime Cruise on the Lady Caroline
$56 per person-details on REALM.

September 11" 11:00- 1:00 Restoration Hardware Rooftop Restaurant- Pinecrest-
Join us for lunch. Reviewers agree RH Rooftop Restaurant at RH Cleveland offers a
"beautiful ambiance" and "amazing service" with a "fantastic” rooftop setting.

Please register so we have a count for the reservation.

Federated Church
76 Bell St

Chagrin Falls OH
440.247-6450 fedel”ag;% L‘;'

www.fedchurch.org
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