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: v, Sunday, September 7th

»

Service 10 AM | Festival 1AM

Kick off the new program year with a joyful day of
worship and community! Bring your family, invite friends,
and come celebrate all that God is doing at Federated!

» Worship at 10:00 AM - Celebrate the start of a new season together.

* Picnic Lunch - Pulled pork, beans, mac & cheese, coleslaw, and drinks
provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share!

* Live Music by Up Til 4 - Enjoy great tunes as you relax and connect.

* Family Fun - Ice cream truck, balloon artist Twister Girl, pickleball,
and games for all ages!

More Details: fedchurch.org/events



https://www.fedchurch.org/
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“There is nothing half so pleasant as coming home again.” - Mary Elizabeth Sangster

Dear Friends,

Anyone who has been away from home for more than a few days knows the joy of
returning home. While the adventure of being away and visiting new places is exciting,
it's always a blessing to return home to what is comfortable and familiar.

This month we celebrate Rally Day — what many churches call Homecoming Sunday -
that time following a leisurely summer when we get back into our regular schedules. |
love that day and rather like the idea of calling Homecoming Sunday because church
truly is @ home, a place where we are known and loved by the folks in the pews, but
also where we are deeply aware that we are fully known and loved by God.

If you have been away this summer, enjoying the adventure of new places, come back
this month to experience the joy of being known! Come home! Come back to relax
and be comforted by the familiar rituals and prayers of worship. Come to gather
around the table where everyone is welcome and where you can be spiritually
nourished. Come to sing familiar songs and to know the grace of God.

Come also to experience something new! Come to hear the voice of our Stillspeaking
God offering new ways to hear old stories. Come to meet new people and worship in
fresh new ways. Come to meet our newest staff member, Oliver Mason and watch for
the plans he has for our youth and families. We are planning new opportunities for
spiritual formation, fellowship, justice work and mission — and you won't want to miss
out!

We've missed you! Whether you've just been away for a short vacation or have been
out of the habit of coming to church for some time, we can’t wait for you to come
back home! Like the father of the prodigal son, we're waiting with open arms to
celebrate your return.

There is nothing so pleasant as coming home. So join us this month for worship, a
Prime Time event, an educational or mission opportunity - -
or all of these! Don't miss the chance to come home to the
familiar comforts of being with friends. Most importantly,
come home and rest in the abiding love of God.

Shalom,
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From the Desk of Operations...

Welcome Oliver Mason!
Please offer a warm welcome to our new Director of Youth & Family Ministries Oliver Mason.

A bit about this new position

Upon the retirement of Rev. Betsy Wooster, the Church Council determined that a full-time
position focused on our children, youth and families was the right direction for the church based
on the congregation listening sessions, future goals, and current momentum. They also
determined that it did not need to be a clergy position, and further, they advised to begin the
search right away instead of waiting for the new Senior Pastor to be installed.

So beginning in May of this year, a search committee of 7, led by Karen Wright, reviewed
numerous applications and interviewed several candidates. The selection of Oliver Mason for this
position was unanimously approved by the search committee and the Church Council.

A bit about Oliver Mason

Oliver moved to Chagrin Falls from the United Kingdom back in 2000 and spent his formative
years roaming the halls of Federated Church and taking part in the amazing youth programs. An
Undergraduate Degree in engineering, a Master’s Degree in teaching, and plenty of time on the
soccer pitch, has landed him back in these halls he used to be so familiar with. Now, he is excited
to take on this new role to grow the Youth and Family Ministries with the help of the wonderful
Federated Community.

Oliver is an explorer. Nothing is beyond the realm of his curiosity and he continually strives to
learn and expand the horizon of his world. You can find him amongst the shelves of Fireside
Bookshop, underneath the trees at the Whitesburg Preserve, or lunching at one of the delicious
Chagrin establishments.

You will have many opportunities to get to know him, and we will
formally introduce him on Rally Day, September 7. It shouldbea £
wonderful time of celebration!
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Beginning this past winter, the Senior Pastor Search Committee began our work together. We started
with congregational listening sessions and an online survey to understand what we were all looking for in
the next Senior Pastor. We then used that information to create our UCC church profile and officially
posted the openingin the spring.

The information you shared was an important guide in developing the key attributes that our candidate
needed to be a good fit for the Senior Pastor role at Federated. We have set the bar high and made
sure that it is in line with your vision for the church.

We've had over 19 people apply for the position and we've been busy this summer screening the
applicants, doing virtual and in-person interviews, and watching lots of sermons! We've had some good
candidates, and we've had some that are not ready to lead a church like Federated.

Regarding the timing, it is possible that we could have our new senior pastor by the end of the year, but
it's more likely that it will extend into next year. Timing is very hard to predict with a process like this. We
are blessed to have Vicki's strong leadership during this interim period, and fortunate to have flexibility
over the length of time she will be able to be with us. We are also blessed to have an engaged and
fantastic staff to ensure we don’t miss a beat during this time.

We are grateful to this congregation for entrusting the members of the search committee to do this
important work. Our process continues, and | assure you that we are focused on finding the right person
to lead our wonderful church for the years ahead.

Gratefully,

Your Senior Pastor Search Committee
Jeff Miller, Chair, Allison Graves, Maren Koepf, Dan Kershner, Harriett Rogers, Dave Watterson

fedeirated
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Come see the Re:Source van that our Christmas Eve offering
helped purchase for a farmer’s market here on Rally Day!

Roundstone Pavilion completed at Ohio City Farm, bringing new opportunities
CLEVELAND, July 25, 2025 /PRNewswire/ -- In partnership with Re:Source Cleveland, Roundstone
proudly announces the opening of the Roundstone Pavilion at Ohio City Farm, a transformational new
facility advancing economic opportunity and sustainability.

As the project’s lead sponsor, Roundstone supported the Pavilion's development to expand
employment for newcomers, creating five new jobs and converting seven seasonal roles into full-time
positions. The Pavillion will also expand Ohio City Farm's 350-member CSA program year-round, offer

local produce through a new retail farm store and provide a commercial kitchen for local food
entrepreneurs.

Annual Re:Source Cleveland Fundraiser is September 27th
You are invited! It's time--tickets are on sale now! Each September, our organization hosts a much-anticipated
benefit event. An evening of music and entertainment, incredible international food by local chefs, and the best
community of supporters anywhere--all coming together to raise money for the essential services Re:Source
provides to Cleveland's most vulnerable newcomers. This year our event is celebrating 15 years of service, and will
return to Ohio City Farm on Saturday September 27.
Regular ticket: $125 (This year we have lowered the price of a regular ticket by $50!)
VIP ticket: $250
www.resourcecleveland.org

T federated federated # federated #
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After much careful clean-out here at Bell Street, we have identified
items that need a new home.

On Rally Day, following worship, we invite you to visit the Small Music
Room/Daily Bread/Small Meeting Room off of the Fellowship Hall
and peruse the goodies that we have collected.

We have a variety of kitchen utensils, dishes and other wares.

We just ask that you make a free will donation (cash or check) for the
items that you take.

Take home a little piece of Federated history!
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Women'’s Ministry

Circle will meet on Monday, September 15 at 11:30 am at Buckeye Chocolate (306, near Gi-
ant Eagle). Join us as we plan for the year ahead! Please call to let us know if you'll be attending
so we can plan for the group.

Sit & Stitch continues on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am in Room 340. We create prayer
shawls and lap blankets for shut-ins or anyone in need of comfort. Prayer squares are also avail-
able at the Angel Desk—take one to share a reminder of care and encouragement.

Helping Hands will gather on Monday, September 22 at 1:00 pm in the lower-level meeting
room. Last month we delivered 91 pillows to hospice! Come help us sew, stuff pillows, and enjoy
fellowship together.

Loaves & Fishes will provide a meal on Sunday, September 28for St. Paul’s. Jim will prepare a
delicious lunch, and we welcome extra touches—home-baked goods, cookies, and snacks are
always appreciated.

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome... just drop
in! For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104 or

lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Christmas Eve Offering Nominations

If you are a member or active participant in the life of Federated Church, the Mission and Service
Commission invites you to nominate a 501c3 organization for the 2025 Christmas Eve offering.

CLICK HERE for a nomination form or there will be printed forms available in the Narthex or the Parking
Lot lobby at the Angel Desk.

In considering a Nominee for this long standing tradition, please be aware you need to have some
relationship/involvement and a clear understanding of the organization’s impact on a local, national or global
community.

If you have any questions, please reach out to any member of
the Mission and Service Commission.



mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
https://fedchurch.org/xmaseve-2/
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PRIMETIME
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We would love to have you join us for one or all of the upcoming Primetime
events! You do not need to be a member of the church to join us. Church
members can sign up on REALM. Feel free to sign up by contacting Thea
Mozingo at tmozingo@fedchurch.org or by calling 440-247-6490

Upcoming Events

September 7th 10:00am-1:30pm Rally Day Service and Celebration
Join us for our Rally Day worship service as we celebrate the start of the program year.
Stay afterwards to enjoy food, ice cream, music, a farm market truck and fun. You do not
need to be a member of the church to attend!

September 11th 11:30- 1:30 56 Tavern @ Aurora Inn, Aurora, OH
“Welcome to 56 Tavern, a cozy American tavern where warm hospitality meets classic
comfort food. We offer a relaxed atmosphere perfect for casual dining, with a menu featuring
hearty favorites like burgers, wings, and our signature craft cocktails. Whether you're here for
a meal with friends or a laid-back night out, you'll feel right at home at 56 Tavern”.

September 16th 5:30-7:30pm Widows Dinner Out
Join Primetimers and friends as they enjoy dinner out. Group is interested in going to Lola in
Chagrin Falls, but we cannot get a reservation until later in the month. If you sign up, we will
contact you as soon as we have confirmed. If not available, we will plan for another restaurant
and email you the update info.

October 16th - Stay Tuned for More Details on a Mystery Trip
Not a real mystery trip! We are still working on the details and will get them to you as soon as
we have them!

Federated Church
76 Bell St
Chagrin Falls OH

440-247-6490 federated #
www.fedchurch.org g row
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Upcoming Events

September 11th - 56 Tavern @ The Aurora Inn - 11:30am (self-drive). Please register so
we have a count for the reservation.

September 16th - Widows Dinner Out 5:30-7:30pm

Join Primetimers and friends as they enjoy dinner out. Group is interested in going to
Lola in Chagrin Falls, but we cannot get a reservation until later in the month. If you sign
up, we will contact you as soon as we have confirmed. If not available, we will plan for
another restaurant and email you the update info.

October 16th — Mystery Trip

November 13th - Program and Lunch Here at the Church/Cleveland Memories Trivia -
Noon-2:00pm

December 11th — Lunch at the Cabin in Aurora (self drive/self pay)
January 8th - Valentine Craft with Kathy Rayer & Lunch-Noon-2:00pm

Next planning meeting is 9/22 at 3:00pm here in the Lounge and all are welcome. If
you are not able to attend and want to recommend an outing, please contact Thea.

Please sign up for these events on REALM or by contacting Thea at
tmozingo@fedchurch.org

Federated Church

76 Bell St

Chagrin Falls OH

440-247-6490 federated #
www.fedchurch.org g row
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Children’s Choir

Does your child love to sing, move, and make music with friends? The Federated Children’s Choirs
welcome all students entering grades 1-8 this fall-no experience required. We'll use fun props and
instruments along with our voices as we learn music, build confidence, and prepare to lead in worship.

Rehearsals meet Mondays, 4:00-4:45 pm in the church'’s large choir room (downstairs at the parking-lot
entrance). No rehearsals Sept. 1 or Oct. 13. Our first performance is Sept. 28. Chagrin Intermediate
students may walk over after school (dismissal at 3:15 pm). Families do not need to be members of

Federated—all are welcome. ot ﬁ
&3 SV il 3

Questions? Contact director Pat Haynish: ® & M
phaynish@sbcglobal.net or 440-263-3356. m :' - _A
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Thank Youl!

Once again this summer we have had marvelous volunteer musicians filling in for our

vacationing choirs. We appreciate their sharing of talents and skills to make our worship
services more meaningful and for “the greater glory of God. Thanks go to our soloists,
groups, and our pickup choir. Individuals include Bruce Gigax, Lindsay Elmore, Nancy
Isham, Kate Breen, Susan Brooks, Amanda Osman Balzell, Rosie Horvath, Keith Mast, Ken
Horner, Kiko Weinroth and the Fed Four (Carl Jenks, Bruce Gigax, Ann Lentz, and Elizabeth
Spencer). How blessed are we to have these talented individuals as part of our music
program.
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