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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. – Psalm 107:1 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

I have to admit that I have a love - hate relationship with November. I hate darkness setting in so 

early when daylight savings time comes to an end. I hate when autumn leaves move from their    

vibrant hues of reds, oranges and gold to brown. And I hate the cold chilly weather that signals an 

end to the warmth of summer and early fall but hasn ’t yet made space for the peaceful snowfalls of 

winter.  

 

But November also includes my favorite holiday, Thanksgiving, and the season of gratitude that 

surrounds it. I love the abundance of the harvest and the challenge of finding a new recipe to       

include with all of the traditional favorites for my family ’s Thanksgiving feast. I love the season that 

invites us to focus on the abundant blessings we receive from God and the inclination of so many 

people to share them with people in need. And I love that, after having a short break to celebrate a 

holiday on which I don ’t lead a worship service J, that we begin the awe -  and wonder - filled season 

of Advent.  

 

Our worship services in November are another way I overcome my negative feelings about this 

month. On November 2 we will celebrate All Saints Sunday. There is something so moving, inspiring 

and reverent about recalling and giving thanks for the lives of the saints we have lost during the 

past year. On November 9 we will wrap up our uplifting Do Unto Others worship series with a focus 

on love. Generosity will be the center of worship on November 16 as we consecrate our pledges 

and on November 23 when we enjoy a celebratory Thanksgiving service and our annual Ingathering 

Sunday. This collection of food will carry even greater importance this year as the SNAP program is 

about to come to a halt due to the government shutdown.  

 

Finally, on November 30 we will begin the season of expectation with the first Sunday of our       

Advent series, Angels Among Us. On each Sunday of Advent, we will hear a story of how angels 

came to share the message, “Do Not Be Afraid ” with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the shepherds. 

This is shaping up to be a lovely season of worship full of anticipation of Jesus ’ birth. You won ’t 

want to miss a single Sunday!  

   

Whatever your relationship with November, I hope that you will choose to focus on the parts that 

bring you joy and, as you do, that you will make time to reflect on your 

many blessings and give thanks to God for all the ways that God has 

enriched your life.  

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving!  

Vicki 
 
 
 
 

In the Interim... 
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Dear Federated Church,  
 

On behalf of the Federated Finance & Properties Committee, I would like to share an update on 

our financial position. Through the first nine months of the year, we have collected $637,455 in 

Pledge Receipts. That is 72% of the pledges that we budgeted to receive for the entirety of 2025. 

Over the past ten years, through the first nine months we have averaged $809,006 in pledge     

receipts making up 78% of the total budgeted for the year. The chart below shows how much we 

received in pledges on average over the past 10 years in blue, the pledges we received in 2024 in 

green and the pledges we received this year in red.  
 

 

During most years, we receive a large percentage of our pledges in January. Pledge receipts       

decrease significantly in February and generally stay around that level until October, at which point 

pledges start to increase through the end of the year. We are currently behind where we would like 

to be with our pledges. There is still time to get your 2025 pledges in  so that we are able to 

meet our budget and keep doing all of the amazing work at Federated.  
 

The Finance & Properties Committee would also like to note that 2025 recovered nicely from what 

started as a year of volatility from a market perspective. Since the beginning of May, Federated ’s 

investments, and the stock market in general, have performed quite well. Beyond the investments 

that Federated has in our Legacy Fund, we also invest a portion of our operational assets. Those 

assets are in our Operations Investment Account. For the first nine months of the year, the          

Operations Investment Account increased in value by 10.5% and the Legacy Investment Account 

increased in value by 14.5%. We will continue to invest our assets in a responsible manner that     

provides more than sufficient liquidity, while allowing our assets to grow over time.  

Sincerely,  

Brady Hively 

 

 

 

Church Financial Update– 3rd Quarter of 2025 
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Welcome to Federated Staff – Allison Hutchins  

Please welcome Allison Hutchins as she joins our staff in a part - time         

administrative role. She will be assisting Brooke with the layout and printing 

of bulletins and other communications pieces, as well as assisting other 

staff members with administrative and database tasks. Allison has worked 

in non - profit organizations, including Family Promise and LifeAct, for many 

years. She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience and is a welcome 

addition to our staff.  

With the help that Allison will be providing, Brooke Strong will now be able 

to focus on internal and external communication strategies. While Brooke 

has been handling many of our communications tasks for years, she will 

now be the point person for all Federated Communications and will remain 

the first point of contact for people who call and visit the church.  

From the Desk of Operations... 

Advent is right around the corner. Are you looking for a 

resource to deepen your Advent journey? Rev. Susi 

Kawolics has created an Advent Reflection Booklet, with 

a prayer for every day during the Advent season.         

Reflections are based on Lectionary readings, and they 

begin the Monday before Advent, November 24th.  

Booklets will be available beginning Sunday,            

November 9th.  

Many of the reflections this year are conducive to       

labyrinth - walking. Please feel free to avail yourselves of 

the labyrinth in room 330 as you pray through this  

booklet.  

Pick up your free copy in the Narthex, at the Angel desk, 

or read online at fedchurch.org/adventreflections . Email 

reverendsusi@gmail.com  with any questions or          

comments. Blessings on your Advent journey!  

2025 Advent Reflection Booklets  

fedchurch.org/adventreflections
mailto:reverendsusi@gmail.com
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Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle will meet on November 17 at 1:00 PM  in the downstairs meeting room . 

Sit & Stitch  continues on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am in Room 340.  We have plenty of yarn and 

knitting needles. If you would like to join us to make a prayer shawl, a prayer square, lap blanket …or 

a  baptism a blanket …. We would love to have you join us we always have a good conversation going.  

 

Helping Hands  will gather on Monday, November 24th at 1:00 PM  in the Lower Meeting Room . 

Loaves & Fishes will take place at St. Paul ’s  on Sunday, November 30th. Jim Scheuermann will once 

again prepare a wonderful hearty lunch. If you ’d like to contribute, donations of cookies, other treats, 

cheeses, or chips are welcome. Please leave them in the church kitchen by that 

Sunday, clearly marked “Loaves & Fishes. ”. 

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome … just drop in!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104  

or lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

All Aboard the Mexican Train!  

Looking for a little Sunday fun and friendly competition? Join our Mexican Train        

Dominoes Group , meeting Sundays at 12:00 PM  here at Federated in Fellowship Hall!  

Whether you ’re a seasoned player or brand new to the game, there ’s always room at the 

table. Bring your lunch, your laughter, and your love of good company —we’ll teach you the 

rest! 

Come make connections, share a few laughs, and hop aboard the train this Sunday!  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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Generosity Corner  

Dear Generous Friends at Federated:  
 

We are approaching our time to make commitments for Federated ’s future, which is      

always an exciting time for me.  I believe Federated is at once a  Sanctuary,  whose arms 

reach out to replenish and renew us, and at the same time a  Call to Action  from God to 

be bold in unsettled times.  Your Generosity Commission constantly asks itself the vexing 

question, “How do we ask a congregation to give when they aren ’t sure about                   

tomorrow? ” 
 

Henri Noewen offers some precious advice about  why we give  and about the  difference 

between short and long term mentality :  “When we give ourselves to planting and          

nurturing love here on earth, our efforts reach out beyond our own chronological              

existence!  Indeed, if we strive to  fund a Community of Love , we are helping God build 

the Kingdom.  We are doing exactly what we are supposed to be doing as Christians. ” 
 

I strongly urge you to make a commitment to the 2026 Generosity Campaign for        

Federated, and do so with a growth mindset toward the future.  Your Federated staff and 

Council are broadly improving inreach and outreach through our programming, our    

worship experiences, and our Family Life Center and successful Community Life          

Collaborative, just to name a few!   And we are  deeply committed to finding the right 

pastoral staff  to lead us on this continuing journey.  What better way to say  “Come to 

Federated ” than to be able to show huge participation in our Generosity efforts?  
 

A community cannot be nurtured in a growth mindset by only half a community.  I         

earnestly ask you to be part of a  participation rate that soars to 75% of Federated 

members making commitments to the Generosity Campaign  in the next 45 days, my 

friends.  We want to be running forward, not standing still, and we simply cannot do it 

without ALL of you!!  Jump in with both feet.  You won ’t be disappointed!  
 

Blessings and Gratefulness,  

 

Your Generosity Commission  

Ken Horner, Chair   

https://www.fedchurch.org/
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The 2026 Generosity Campaign has started. Watch your mail for your pledge materials. 

If you are wondering how to submit your pledge, you can:  

 

•         Mail or drop off the enclosed pledge card at the church.  

•         Bring the enclosed card on Sunday, November 16th, to be placed in the offering    

           plate. 

•         Submit your 2026 Pledge/Intention to Give on our website at                      

          fedchurch.org/giving.  

•         Use your Realm account to submit your 2026 Pledge/Intention to Give.  

 

Please contact Thea with any questions, tmozingo@fedchurch.org!   
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Family & Youth  
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News 
The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God’s love for all people and 
creation and to advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated against and denied their     
inherent rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world. 
 
We strive to become well informed, provide opportunities to educate ourselves, balanced with opportunities to 
take action.  Live Our Faith!  
 

To learn more, please contact sjamfedchurch@gmail.com 
 

Next SJAM Meeting:  Sunday, November 16th 
at 11:30 at Bell Street in Lower Level Meeting Room 
 Or join by Zoom using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?
pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09 
 

 
 

November 17 – Federated Church Fellowship Hall: 7 pm  

Love knows no Borders – “Stories from the Border ” –  

Will have people who went to the border in January on a pilgrimage. There will be another pilgrimage this January.  

Brenda Grauer, Anne Murphy, Harriett Rogers, Karen English will share their stories.  

  

December 8 – 7 pm – Fellowship Hall  

Workshop on Communicating with those we disagree with  

Braver Angels skills –With Bill Shaul  

Focusing on skills to interact with family and friends we care about who are on opposite sides. Will be practicing. 

Will take issues as examples of what can be said that triggers you – and how can you respond.  

Start with softer issues and then move to difficult ones that may come up in our families.  

  

Other Events of Interest:  

"The God I Know" Play  

Join us for  The God I Know,  an Inclusion & Belonging Edutainment experience that explores the intersection of 

personal identity, religion, freedom of speech, and separation of church and state.  

The play is timely in its theatrical storytelling as Christian Nationalism is being introduced into our society.  You 

won’t want to miss this opportunity for coming together to turn us and them into WE.  

Performance Dates & Locations  

Thursday, November 13, 2025 – 7:30 PM  | Fairmount Presbyterian Church  

Friday, November 14, 2025 – 7:30 PM  | Fairmount Presbyterian Church  

Get tickets:  https://gettingtowe.org/the - god - i- know/  

  

November 8  

November 8, at Community Church of Chesterland,  3PM  

(11984 Caves Rd, Chesterland, OH 44026 )  

 a dramatic  presentation  highlighting the unique and special friendship between two first ladies: Eleanor Roose-

velt, First Lady of the United States, and Mary McLeod  Bethune, whom the black press called 'the First Lady of 

Negro America'.   Our performers are courtesy of Women In History  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://gettingtowe.org/the-god-i-know/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=925099cf5ce0649dd500423dab5cec796bc4934f9c84598c8ff8bd12af86103cJmltdHM9MTc1ODMyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=36066539-2b46-601b-0b49-73542ae16165&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9Q29tbXVuaXR5JTIw
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Federated's   Mission & Service Commission and Creation Care Ministry are teaming up 

to collect non - working Christmas lights and electrical cords to benefit the  Lights for                         

Lions  program at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.  

 

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo supports the work of  Lion Landscapes  using revenue         

generated from recycling the copper found in donated light strings and electrical cords. 

These funds directly benefit conservation initiatives that protect large carnivores —        

including  lions, leopards, cheetahs, African wild dogs, and spotted hyenas — along with 

their habitats. The program also helps local communities and livestock coexist safely 

alongside these iconic species, creating a lasting impact for both people and wildlife.  
 

When: Jan 4th through January 25th  

Where: Fellowship Hall in the Blue Bins  

https://www.lionlandscapes.org/
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Community Partners  
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Community Partners  



 

 

 
CLERGY  
  Vicki McGaw , Interim Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  

 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

 

November 2– last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, and Z  

 November 9 – last names beginning with A and B  
 

November 16– last names beginning with C and D  

November 23 – last names beginning with E, F, and G  

November 30 – last names beginning with H, I, J, and K  


