May 2026

P OK $LIA

federated _FKE CSRENI USR 7 Kda\:



https://www.fedchurch.org/

Table of
Contents

3

From the Desk of Pastor
Michael

A reflection on belonging from Pastor
Michael, plus a special interview with his
daughter, Joey.

Staff Spotlight- Rev. Judy
Bagley-Bonner

A conversation on pas’roral care,
continuity, and this new season at
Federated.

Trinkets N’ Treasures

A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers
of TNT 2026.

Federated Updates &
Happenings

What's happening at Federated—events,
news, and updates from our commissions,

committees, and ministries.

14

15

19

24

27

28

Primetime News

The latest happenings, trips, and
opportunities to connect in our Primetime
community.

Youth & Family

Stay informed with all the updates, latest
news, and upcoming events for the
Federated Youth and Families.

SJAM News & Tips

Get the latest news, tips, and information
from the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry

Creation Care

Explore how we are caring for God's
creation and how you can take part.

Federated Music Ministries

See the exciting concerts and events on
the horizon for Federated Music Ministries
and the Performing Arts Series

Community Partners

Latest Updates and Events from Our
Community Partners.

tlag

¢KS { LANB

FSROKdAZNDK P 7



CNREY (GKS 5Sai1 2F ¢t

Still Carrying the Torch of the United and Uniting Movement!

Dear Federated Church Family,

What a joy it is to begin this journey with you. In these first days, | have been listening, learning names,
walking through the building, hearing stories, and beginning to see the deep faithfulness that has
shaped this congregation for generations. Again and again, one word keeps rising to the surface for
me: belonging. Belonging, as | am learning, is not a feeling we wait to receive, but a practice we choose
together—a covenant we live, a table we set, a community we become.

The Federated Church has always carried a remarkable story. Long before the United Church of Christ
was formed, Federated was already practicing a united and uniting spirit through the joining of Disciples
of Christ and Congregational streams. That is what our name means. To be “federated” is to be joined
together—not by erasing our differences, but by covenanting to belong to one another in faith, worship,
service, and love. Later, the UCC itself was born in 1957 from the joining of several historic Christian
traditions. Those early denominational streams matter, but the story was never meant to stop there.
Since then, many more streams have flowed into this movement. Federated itself is filled with people
shaped by different traditions, different questions, and different journeys—people who came here
because, somehow, this was the place where faith, conscience, love, and justice could belong together.

That is why | believe Federated is still carrying the torch of the United and Uniting movement. Unity was
not simply something achieved once in a merger. It was, and still is, a movement of the Spirit, calling the
church to make room at the table, to listen across difference, and to discover Christ among people who
may not all ask the same questions in the same way. In a fractured world, our name is not only our
history; it is our calling.

We are not merely preserving an institution; we are participating in a living tradition. Here, we practice
making room for one another. Here, we learn to bear one another’s burdens. Here, we come to the table
of God and are reminded that grace is not scarce, love is not narrow, and no one belongs alone.

| am honored to be your pastor in this season. | cannot wait to see what God will do among us as we
listen, worship, serve, and grow together. May we be a church where belonging becomes visible—where
strangers become neighbors, neighbors become friends, and friends become companions in the
healing of the world.

With Gratitude,
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Meet Olivia Joey Sarang Yi- Howard

This month we will all be getting to know our new Senior
Pastor, Michael Anthony Howard, even better. There will be
shared worship experiences, we will invite him to our small
group meetings and gatherings, and we will break bread
together in several settings including in the Fellowship Hall.

Now let me introduce you to Michael's 9-year-old daughter
(turning 10 this month!): Olivia Joey Sarang Yi-Howard, or
"Joey" for short.

| recently had the pleasure of interviewing Joey. | learned that
she likes graphic novels and Manga (her favorite genrel) and
that she plays violin.

While her dad served as Minister of Faith in Action for the 130+ churches in the Living Water Association,
Joey attended a different church almost every week, so Joey has a variety of experiences with churches.
Here are some of Joey's thoughts and opinions about church.

Q: What are some of your best experiences of being at a church?

A:ltisinteresting to go to different churches. Once |l got to go behind and see where the organ pipes
were. That was cool. | like meeting people. Some of the “children’s baskets [for kids in worship] are
nice, especially the drawing supplies and different fidgets. Also, | like when they have food!

Q: What should churches hear or know from kids about designing our spaces to welcome your interests and
curiosities about God?
A: | LOVE math. Anything to do with math. Also art. Not “hard art”, but things like fingerpainting,
collage, playdough...

Sometimes kids can feel invisible in the crowds of a church. They may come away on a Sunday wondering
if they belong. Not at Federated. We make a point of learning the names, personalities, and interests of the
youth. We understand the wisdom and richness each one brings as a unique gift from God.

Please join me in showing a warm welcome to Joey and in helping her feel at home in her Federated Family.

Maren Koepf
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT -

A CONVERSATION WITH

Rev. Judy
Bagley-Bonner

MINISTER OF PASTORAL CARE

We sat down with Rev. Judy Bagley-Bonner to learn
more about her role, her deep connection to Federated
Church, and her hopes for the future as we welcome

our new Senior Minister.

1 How would you describe your role

as Minister of Pastoral Care?
Before I answer this question, I think it might help to address the question of
what pastoral care is. Pastoral care is a long tradition where the pastoral leadership
offers support to individuals or families going through challenging times. It may
be a health crisis, a personal or family struggle such as death of a loved one or
substance use challenges, or a faith crisis, just to name a few.

My primary role is to make sure that all the pastoral care needs of which we
- become aware are addressed. Sometimes that means I make the phone calls or
4 visits myself. Or it means I ensure that the need is on another staff person’s radar.
We make ourselves available as deep listeners, and providers of support, care
and prayer.
I say this is my primary role because I do other things as well, including occasional

preaching, leading memorial services, and leading book studies and small groups

as needed.

. €)  What does pastoral care look like
+ in the life of our congregation?

Pastoral care is a long tradition where the pastoral leadership offers support to
individuals or families going through challenging times. It may be a health crisis,
a personal or family struggle such as death of a loved one or substance use

challenges, or a faith crisis, just to name a few. We make ourselves available as

. ~» . 7
\ V2 ] -~
][ D€ \ ou1 \ / al Z’ I deep listeners, and providers of support, care and prayer.

) You've been a trusted and familiar presence at Federated for

i

Je many years. What has that journey meant to you?

Federated has been an important part of my life since childhood. My long history
with Federated means the world to me. I almost think of Federated as a whole,
as a person who has been powerfully significant to me for over fifty years. It has
steered my life during times of transition and in quiet, everyday ways.
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[ grew up attending both Federated and St. Joan of Arc because my mother was Catholic and my
step-dad was a member of Federated. My freshman year of high school, I officially joined Federated,
largely because the youth program was so dynamic. After college, I was married in the Federated
chapel. Soon after, I decided to go to seminary and pursue ministry, and Federated took me “under
care” and mentored me throughout that long process. In 1986, I was ordained in the Federated

sanctuary.

Then even though we lived in Minnesota for sixteen years, I stayed in close touch with Federated,
often borrowing ideas and programs for my own ministry.

After moving back to Ohio, I served Federated from 20042008 as “Spiritual Life Associate.” Then,
after moving to Florida, I returned for several temporary stints on staff, filling in summers when
Federated clergy were on sabbatical or there was no associate. So I joke that really, my title should
be “Back Up Pastor.”

4 As we welcome Michael as our new Senior Minister, how do you see your role
» supporting both him and the congregation during this transition?
I am happy to report that Pastor Michael has a passionate commitment to pastoral care. Yet, as Senior
Minister, he, by definition, must have a number of diverse programs and issues on his radar at all times.
Additionally, while he is transtioning, it is like drinking from a fire-hose to receive and process so much
new information in a congregation of our size. So I can support him by ensuring that the pastoral care
concerns he takes on (to use his metaphor) a baton that he has firmly grasped in the relay.

Additionally, due to my long history in this spiritual community, I can offer “institutional memory” when
our communal history is relevant to a conversation. Further, I hope, as a clergy colleague, to be able to

offer support in general.

What do you hope people feel knowing you are here in this new season?

“ I hope people gain a sense of steadiness and continuity with our past by my ongoing presence here.

What are you most looking forward to as we step into this next chapter at Federated?
Watching how God will take this community—which has always been loving, vital and very high functioning—

and steer it into exciting new directions and new ministries.

7 How do you hope to partner with Pastor Michael in ministry? What excites you most
» about the future of Federated?

I am happy to report that Pastor Michael has a passionate commitment to pastoral care. Yet, as Senior
Minister, he, by definition, must have a number of diverse programs and issues on his radar at all times.
Watching how God will take this community—which has always been loving, vital and very high functioning—
and steer it into exciting new directions and new ministries.

\ /
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We are grateful for Rev. Judy's faithful presence, deep care,
and unwavering commitment to this community. Thank you, Judy!
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TRINKETS ™

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

Doug Antil

Ella Antil

Lisa Antil

Macy Antil

Heidi Asplin

Tom Asplin
Debbie Baker
Doug Bannerman
Lu Bannerman
Cindy Barclay
Bob Bathgate
Mimi Bathgate
Tricia Baumgartner
Pete Bednar
Janet Berlincourt
Bill Biggar

Jane Biggar
Barry Biggin
Norma Bobbitt
Shawn Bottcher
Mary Ann Boysen
Allison Brown
Jeff Brown

Kate Brown

Lilly Brown

Peter Brown
Rose Brown
Sammy Brown
Beckett Buescher
Ann Chaney
Marty Culbertson
Gary Dole

Chris Dougherty
Bob Doxey
Sunny Doxey
Nelson Fenner
Leslie Fincun
Sue Fitz

Owen Foster
Toni Foster

Bill Franz

Kathy Franz
Mehan Fulton
Karen Gajewski

Rich Gajewski
Trina Gigax
Emilie Gottsegen
Nancy Haag
Dave Hageman
Mari Hageman
Leah Hassett
Allison Hawkes
Bob Herdman
Dawn Herdman
Ali Hively

Mary Hogan
Michael Hogue
Ken Horner
Karen Hunter
Dan Isaacson
Sandy Isaacson
Nancy Isham
Bo Johns

Karen Johns
Leah Johns

Lee Johns

Dan Kershner
Ruth Kershner
Lynne Kessell
Dennis Kieta
Kathy Kieta
Andrew Kolansky
Kathy Kolcaba
Susan Kramer
Jennie Krutilla
Mary Kudasick
Ian Kwon

Mia Kwon

Joey Lanza
Gloria Lapansky
Ann Lentz

Patti Lyden
Jannine Mason
Jan Mast

Janet Mast
Dick McBride
Sibyl McBride
Casey McMullen

Will McMullen
Sandra Meyer
Tom Meyer
Phoebe Mignogna
Tom Mignogna
Cortland Miller
Hadley Miller
Jeff Miller
Lauren Miller
Marah Miller
Cemil Morton
Emerson Morton
Hadley Morton
Lindsey Morton
Toney Morton
Tami Munson
Linda Nichols
Jeff Pierce
Wendy Pierce
Ward Pierson
John Pollack
Lyndsey Pollack
Patrick Quigg
Gabrielle Quintin
Kathy Rayer
Richard Rayer
Harry Rees

Judy
Riemenschneider
Harriett Rogers
Kathy Rohde
Ava Rose

Joe Rose

Linnea Rostek
Carole Rounds
Bob Rowland
Jim Scheuermann
Martine
Scheuermann
Laura Senel
Carolyn Shaul
Peggie Jo
Shinagawa
Todd Smith

Maggie Sonby
Cher Stone
Susan Sulcs
Sue Sullivan
Laura Taylor
Elaine Turner
Diane Tuuri
Nora Wagner
Kristen Walenga
Marilyn Wise
Elaine Witmer
Al Woehrle
Rebecca Woehrle
Karen Wright
Joy Wyatt

Bill Zelazny
Linda Zelazny
Karen Zoltowicz
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Mission & Service

Federated Church chose Re:Source Cleveland (https://www.resourcecleveland.org/) as the recipient of
our 2024 Christmas Eve Offering. Re:Source serves international newcomers, including former refugees,
humanitarian parolees, asylees, and individuals with temporary protected status, as they navigate
challenges and pursue dreams here in Northeast Ohio. Your gift allowed Re:Source to purchase a
refrigerated van used by their Ohio City Farm program.

& OHIO CITY FARM

Ohio City Farm experienced a transformational year in 2025. In May, thanks to the generosity of
congregants at The Federated Church of Chagrin Falls, OCF became the proud owner of a refrigerated
delivery van, colorfully wrapped in images of the farm and team. This vehicle allowed us to begin offering
home delivery for CSA shares, a crucial feature for retaining busy customers in the age of online grocery
shopping. Little did we know, the van would also take on an additional role in the fall, when Re:Source
began delivering food and other essential items to members of our community who lost SNAP benefits.

Roundstone Pavilibh™

>~ - —
Now ,.,..-,i,uar.d farm von t . [ Pocking CSA sharos insida,
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Members of the Mission & Service Commission, as well as Director of Youth and Families Oliver Mason,
recently attended a site visit at their Ohio City Farm location. Our goal was to find ways to continue this
partnership. After touring their new farm pavilion, hoop houses, and fields, we are pursuing the following
opportunities:

1 You now have the chance to buy/split a “Fair Farm Labor” CSA share (~$640). The weekly drop-off
this summer would be Saturday mornings at Federated. Or maybe purchase a share at the “Farm
Champion” pricing level, which includes an extra share donated directly to a newcomer family in need
(https://www.ohiocityfarm.com/csa). Contact Todd Smith to coordinate your interest in this one-stop
delivery.

1 Each summer Re:Source hosts Game On! Sports Camps for their youth newcomers. The week-long
activities conclude with a community meal and Oliver is exploring our youth serving that meal after one
camp.

1 The weekend before Thanksgiving, Re:Source prepares/delivers 600 meals to clients, as well as
shelf-stable pantry items. We're hoping to help deliver this welcoming American cultural meal to their
international newcomers.
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