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Still Carrying the Torch of the United and Uniting Movement!  

 
Dear Federated Church Family, 

 

What a joy it is to begin this journey with you. In these first days, I have been listening, learning names, 

walking through the building, hearing stories, and beginning to see the deep faithfulness that has 

shaped this congregation for generations. Again and again, one word keeps rising to the surface for 

me: belonging . Belonging, as I am learning, is not a feeling we wait to receive, but a practice we choose 

togetherτa covenant we live, a table we set, a community we become. 

 

The Federated  Church has always carried a remarkable story. Long before the United Church of Christ 

was formed, Federated was already practicing a united and uniting spirit through the joining of Disciples 

of Christ and Congregational streams. That is what our name means. To be άfederatedέ is to be joined 

togetherτnot by erasing our differences, but by covenanting to belong to one another in faith, worship, 

service, and love. Later, the UCC itself was born in 1957 from the joining of several historic Christian   

traditions. Those early denominational streams matter, but the story was never meant to stop there. 

Since then, many more streams have flowed into this movement. Federated itself is filled with people 

shaped by different traditions, different questions, and different journeys τpeople who came here     

because, somehow, this was the place where faith, conscience, love, and justice could belong together. 

 

That is why I believe Federated is still carrying the torch of the United and Uniting movement. Unity was 

not simply something achieved once in a merger. It was, and still is, a movement of the Spirit, calling the 

church to make room at the table, to listen across difference, and to discover Christ among people who 

may not all ask the same questions in the same way. In a fractured world, our name is not only our 

history; it is our calling.  

 

We are not merely preserving an institution; we are participating in a living tradition. Here, we practice 

making room for one another. Here, we learn to bear one anotherΩs burdens. Here, we come to the table 

of God and are reminded that grace is not scarce, love is not narrow, and no one belongs alone. 

 

I am honored to be your pastor in this season. I cannot wait to see what God will do among us as we    

listen, worship, serve, and grow together. May we be a church where belonging becomes visibleτwhere 

strangers become neighbors, neighbors become friends, and friends become companions in the     

healing of the world. 

     

With Gratitude, 

 

£ŘĬœĐĸŬ 
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Mission & Service  

Federated Church chose Re:Source Cleveland ( https://www.resourcecleveland.org/ ) as the recipient of 

our 2024 Christmas Eve Offering. Re:Source serves international newcomers, including former refugees, 

humanitarian parolees, asylees, and individuals with temporary protected status, as they navigate          

challenges and pursue dreams here in Northeast Ohio. Your gift allowed Re:Source to purchase a             

refrigerated van used by their Ohio City Farm program. 
 

Members of the Mission & Service Commission, as well as Director of Youth and Families Oliver Mason, 

recently attended a site visit at their Ohio City Farm location. Our goal was to find ways to continue this 

partnership. After touring their new farm pavilion, hoop houses, and fields, we are pursuing the following 

opportunities:  

 

¶ You now have the chance to buy/split a άFair Farm Laborέ CSA share (~$640). The weekly drop -off 

this summer would be Saturday mornings at Federated. Or maybe purchase a share at the άFarm 

Championέ pricing level, which includes an extra share donated directly to a newcomer family in need 

(https://www.ohiocityfarm.com/csa ). Contact Todd Smith to coordinate your interest in this one -stop 

delivery. 

¶ Each summer Re:Source hosts Game On! Sports Camps for their youth newcomers. The week - long 

activities conclude with a community meal and Oliver is exploring our youth serving that meal after one 

camp. 

¶ The weekend before Thanksgiving, Re:Source prepares/delivers 600 meals to clients, as well as      

shelf-stable pantry items. WeΩre hoping to help deliver this welcoming American cultural meal to their 

international newcomers. 
 

https://www.resourcecleveland.org/
https://www.ohiocityfarm.com/csa
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¶ This June, the Ohio City Farm Ωs Glick Farm Store will be open for retail business. It Ωs the perfect       

opportunity for anyone from the Federated faith family, or a Federated group, to support Re:Source 

Cleveland by visiting the farm and eating a prepared meal theyΩve purchased from the Store. 

¶ Another service opportunity Oliver is investigating: having our youth group spend a workday on the 

farm alongside the employed newcomers, during both the planting and harvesting seasons. 

 

If youΩd like to be included in one of these efforts, contact any member of the Mission & Service        

Commission who Ωs working on your behalf: Dave Strauch (dhstrauch@yahoo.com), Todd Smith 

(onetoddsmith@gmail.com), Marty Culbertson ( mculbert@fedchurch.org), Caroline McClennan, Joy  

Wyatt, Terry Rounds, Gay Quintin, Laura Taylor, Gary Dole, Wendy Pierce, or Pete Bednar. 

 


