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One church.
Many ways to belong.
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Join us all summer long for
worship, fellowship, learning,
service, music, and fun for

every generation.
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Many Gifts, One Body

As we move into June, | find myself deeply grateful for the life we are sharing together at Federated
Church.

Over these last weeks, we have been listening closely to Jesus’ words in the Gospel of John. We have
returned again and again to the table, to the commandment to love one another, to the promise of the
Spirit, and to Jesus' prayer “that they may be one.” At Pentecost, we celebrated the fire of
God: the Spirit forming the followers of Jesus into one body, not by making them all the same, but by
filling them with a shared life and sending them to speak good news in many tongues.

That, | believe, is part of the direction God is inviting us to walk together.

Federated Church is a congregation of remarkable gifts. | continue to be amazed by the wisdom,
creativity, generosity, faithfulness, and compassion present in this community. Some of those gifts are
visible on Sunday mornings through music, worship leadership, welcome, prayer, teaching, and care.
Others are offered quietly through committees, commissions, visits, meals, repairs, planning, service,
and the steady work of tending the life of the church. Still others move beyond our walls through
partnerships, creation care, advocacy, generosity, and friendship.

Again and again, | find myself thinking: there is so much here. So much history. So much faith. So much
kindness, imagination, and desire to serve. So much possibility!

One of my hopes as your pastor is that we will continue learning how to recognize, bless, organize, and
share these gifts. The church is not only a place where we gather. The church is a body — the Body of
Christ — formed by the Spirit for the sake of the world. Each person brings something necessary. Each
gift matters. Each act of care helps reveal the love of God.

In the months ahead, we will keep asking important questions together. What does it mean for
Federated to be a United and Uniting church today? How do we become a community where people
know they belong? How do we help each person discover and offer their gifts? How do we carry Christ’s
love beyond our walls into the hopes and needs of the world around us?

These questions are both spiritual and practical. They shape how we worship, how we welcome, how we
care for one another, how we use our buildings and resources, how we serve our neighbors, and how we
listen for the Spirit's movement among us.

| am grateful to be walking this road with you. | am grateful for the Spirit's fire among us. And | am
grateful for the many ways this church already embodies the dream
of God: many gifts, one Spirit, one table, one Body.

With gratitude and hope,

-

EPpTBNn £RI ebk U

nnn®HnT ®cndn Wdzy S HnAaHoc



CONNECTION. FUN. FAITH. FOR EVERY GENERATION.
Plan your summer with us!
Everyone is welcome. All are invited!

JUNE 2026 -O-

BBQ & BLUES
JUNE Kick off summer with great BBQ,
7 live blues music, and fellowship
for all!

Stop by for popsicles, conversation,
1 7 and a taste of summer on the porch.

BOARD GAMES NIGHT ¢-8 pm

JUNE An evening of friendly competition
24 and fun for all ages!
JUNE PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Parents, enjoy a well-deserved
27 evening out—we've got the kids!
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JULY 2026 -O-

PRIMETIME GUARDIANS GAME

Cheer on the Guardians with friends!
A fun afternoon at the ballpark.

THEO OF GOLDEN BOOK CONVERSATION

A thoughtful discussion about this inspiring
story and its message of hope and inclusion.

PRIMETIME PICNIC

Enjoy good food, great company,
and summer fun together!

YOUTH COLORADO TRIP

A week of adventure, service,
and faith in the mountains.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
A week of faith, fun, and friendship
for kids! More details coming soon.

FRONT PORCH S’MORES NIGHT

Gather around the fire for stories,
s'mores, and sweet summer memories.

BOARD GAMES NIGHT 6-8 PM
Another chance to roll the dice,
laugh, and play!

B LEARN MORE & Ofs40
SIGN UP FOR EVENTS/‘N :

fedchurch.org/events [5]
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AUGUST 2026 -O-

FRONT PORCH JAM NIGHT
AUGUST Bring a chair, your voice or an instrument,
5 and enjoy an evening of live music
and community.
AUGUST ALL CHURCH ?IQNIC .
One church. One picnic. One big day
9 of food, games, and fellowship!
AUGUST CAPTAINS GAME
Take me out to the ballgame!
13 Join us for a fun night with the Captains.
L
SEPTEMBER 2026 -O-
@ SEPTEMBER RALLY DAY
'Q Celebrate a new season of faith
b 13 and community together!

THERE'S ROOM

FOR YOU HERE.
Come as you are.

Stay as long as you'd like.
There's room for you here.
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COME AS YOU ARE. I STAY AS LONG AS YOU’D LIKE. | THERE’S ROOM FOR YOU HERE.

Federated Front Porch '
SUMMER SERIES

SIMPLE GATHERINGS. MEANINGFUL CONNECTION. OPEN TO ALL.

ON THE PORCH
WITH PASTOR MICHAEL

......... [~ JEPERRRREY n
Grab a popsicle and Gather around the fire An acoustic jam session
chat with Pastor Michael! for s’mores, stories, open to all artists and
Bring the kids, your laughs, and connection listeners. Come to play,
questions, and a friend. for all ages. or come to enjoy!

ima  JUNE 17
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6:00 - 8:00 PM

6:00 - 8:00 PM 6:00 - 8:00 PM

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY
1 federated ROOTED IN FAITH, OPEN TO ALL, Lm meie az.
. .“/'Vz"n'.‘\'r)!{/ \,"(i..’i-//‘." AND HERE FOR GOOD. FEDCHURCH.ORG
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ON THE BOOK

Faith After Doubtf Judy Zd

BY BRIAN MCLAREN - UeRhEta eI i o

Faith After Doubt is for people who wonder if their faith is falling apart.

Using his own story and the stories of a diverse group of struggling believers,
Brian McLaren, a former pastor and now an author, speaker and activist, shows
how old assumptions are being challenged in nearly every area of human life, not
just theology and spirituality. His four-stage model of faith development—Simplicity,
Complexity, Perplexity and Harmony—shows how questions and doubt are not the
enemy of faith, but rather, a portal to a more mature and fruitful kind of faith.

Spirituality and Health magazine calls this book “deeply reassuring to

anyone who questions their faith or the existence of God.”

WE WILL MEET MORNING GROUP EVENING GROUP
.H MOF':(?;\YS Live at Federated Online via Zoom

JUNE 15-AUGUST 17 10:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m.

222~ We understand if you have to miss the occasional meeting due to summer travel.

z‘?/q, u’& £\
Scan the QR code
T 0 DAY! to sign up today!

I!!I Please obtain the book on your own, and read the preface,
introduction and chapters one and two for the first meeting.

th39

¢KS { LIANB FSRO

K dzZND K @ 2



BOOK CONVERSATION:

TMW&W ” '

' If Theo of Golden touches your imagination, stirs your spirit,
or leaves you thinking long after the final page, you are
warmly invited to an evening of conversation and reflection.

g Together we will explore the book’s themes, symbolism,
characters, spiritual insights, and the many ways readers
have found hope, beauty, and inspiration in its story. This
gathering is intended especially for those who connected
with the book and would enjoy discussing what it meant
to them.

g Because responses to Theo of Golden can vary widely,
our focus for the evening will not be on debating the book's

literary merits, pacing, or style, but rather on engaging the

ideas and experiences that resonate with many readers.

Whether the book made you smile, wonder, reflect, or see
faith and community in a fresh way, we hope you'll join us
for a thoughtful and enjoyable conversation.

Please sign up on Realm
or at Coffee Hour.
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> BOOKKEEPER <<

o Many people at Federated know you from your years

serving as Associate Minister, but your role has
evolved over time. Can you share a little about your
current role at Federated and what your day-to-day
work looks like now?

My current role on staff now is that of part-time bookkeeper.

1 work about 8 to 10 hours a week, and enter all our financial
donations and expenses into our software programs. | also

pay bills, prepare reports, reconcile statements, etc. In addition,
| attend the weekly staff meetings, where | hope | bring my
pastoral gifts as well as my practical bookkeeping skills.

e What led you to return to Federated in your current

position as bookkeeper?
In September of 2023, our bookkeeper, Jan Stefanchick, was
scheduled for surgery and medical leave for two months. Melissa
Owen, our Administrator, knowing | had a background in
bookkeeping, asked if | would come and learn the job to substitute
for her while she was recovering. Although | had other part-time
jobs, | felt | would be able to handle those extra hours for two
months. Sadly, Jan passed away. After having worked at Federated
for those months, | found that | really loved being back on staff,
and using my bookkeeping knowledge for Federated. | gave up
some other jobs so that | could stay on as the bookkeeper here.

9 Even though your official role has changed, the

congregation still sees you helping lead worship,
preaching occasionally, serving communion, and
supporting ministries like SJAM and Creation Care.
What has it meant to continue being involved in
those areas?
Many people at Federated remember me in my role as Associate
Pastors from December 2011 to December 2019. | absolutely
love being able to serve this church in different capacities. The
bookkeeping work is the work that | get paid for, the worship
work and Social Justice work is what | do as a volunteer, as any
member of the church would, using my gifts and talents to serve
the Federated community. Because | am ordained, | am always
a “minister,” and hope that no matter what | am doing for the
church, | can do it pastorally, with compassion, love, and integrity.

0 One of the unique things about your role is that it
blends both behind-the-scenes work and pastoral
presence. How do you see those two parts of your
work connecting?
| am not sure | am unique in my role. | think that is part of what
everyone on our staff does. We all have work that everyone sees,
all the “practical” work that needs to be done. But then there
are always other opportunities that come up — occasions to
connect with people, to support them, to just be with them. | feel
that everyone on staff sees their work as ministry, that all staff
members bring their heart and their love of God and others into
all aspects of their jobs.

Federated is entering a new season with new
leadership and new energy. What has it been like for
you to witness and be part of this transition?

| have loved being on staff during this time! | had worked with
Vicki previous to her coming to Federated as our Interim, and |
was so happy to work with her again. | think she did a wonderful
job of preparing us for our transition to a new Senior Pastor. | was,
and still am, so inspired by the dedication and leadership of the
whole staff, and so grateful to the Search Committee and all their
hard work that resulted in calling Michael Howard as our new
Senior pastor. Throughout those transitional months, it was
amazing to see how steady, how hopeful, and non-anxious the
staff was. | feel like we set the tone for the congregation and
were really well-prepared for our new leadership. | am excited
and hopeful about our future!

Are there particular ministries or initiatives that you
feel especially passionate about right now?

The Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM) team started while
| was Associate Pastor here, so it is near and dear to my heart.
We have such a dedicated group of people who care deeply
about so many issues and are willing to educate themselves and
take action on what they are passionate about. And at the same
time, members of this ministry team are willing to engage in
conversation and build bridges across divides. | hope we will
continue to open our hearts and our welcome, as well as our
circle of concern, wider and wider.

For those who may not know you as well yet, what
would you like the congregation to know about you?

| am a Certified Labyrinth facilitator, and also a volunteer with

the Labyrinth Society as Regional Representative and Membership
Coordinator. One of my goals is to walk a labyrinth in every

state in the US. (I have done 35 so far!) | feel extremely

fortunate that Federated Church has one of the most beautiful
labyrinths in the country at the Family Life Center, and that we
now have one at our Bell Street location in room 330. Feel free

to talk to me about labyrinth anytime!

What do you think makes Federated such a unique
and special community?

| fell in love with Federated when | came to my first worship
service here back in 2005. This church saved my soul from
despair, and gave me new hope for finding a path to ministry.
They welcomed me with open arms, affirmed my gifts, and
eventually called me as pastor so | could be ordained.

| have seen this church grow and change, and | truly believe
that we are a community guided by and trusting in God's
ever-present spirit of love. We seek to embody that love in our
decisions, in our relationships, in our ministries inside and
outside the walls of the church.

| continue to be inspired and sustained by so many people in the
Federated Church community and am so grateful to have found
this community, and to be part of it, ministering in whatever

way | am needed.

Q) Thank you, Susi, for your gifts, dedication, and heart!
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Strengthen
the Church
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Offering to be

received
June 7, 2026 \

A Special Mission Offering of
the United Church of Christ
supporting new church,
leadership, and youth
cultivation through our
Conferences and

National Ministries.

UNITED CHURCH
) OF CHRIST
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oOFTBALL TEAM

JUNE 2026 —

“Take me out to the ball game...” will be a new invitation this
summer with our church joining the Kenston Community
Education Church Co-Ed Softball League.

- We have a team of 16 enthusiastic players who will be managed

by recent member Steve Behmlander and will play on Sunday
afternoons from June 7 through August 9. The weekly schedule
will be posted in our e-blast and Sunday bulletin. The games will
be held at the River Road Park located at 17535 Chagrin River
Road (between Solon Rd. and Bainbridge Rd.)

The park has picnic areas including a sheltered pavilion,
playground and walking trails and is an excellent place to spend
a Sunday afternoon. The team is hoping that our members and
friends will come out to root for our team and enjoy a time of
fellowship together.

Our team will be wearing royal blue team jerseys with our logg
brightly witnessing to our theme of “live your faith”. J

} { Plan to come enjoy the summer fun together.
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