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Many Gifts, One Body  

 

As we move into June, I find myself deeply grateful for the life we are sharing together at Federated 

Church.  
 

Over these last weeks, we have been listening closely to JesusΩ words in the Gospel of John. We have 

returned  again and again to the table, to the commandment to love one another, to the promise of the 

Spirit, and to Jesus Ω prayer άthat they may be one. έ At Pentecost, we celebrated the fire of 

God: the Spirit forming the followers of Jesus into one body, not by making them all the same, but by 

filling them with a shared life and sending them to speak good news in many tongues.  
 

That, I believe, is part of the direction God is inviting us to walk together.  
 

Federated Church is a congregation of remarkable gifts. I continue to be amazed by the wisdom,       

creativity, generosity, faithfulness, and compassion present in this community. Some of those gifts are 

visible on Sunday mornings through music, worship leadership, welcome, prayer, teaching, and care. 

Others are offered quietly through committees, commissions, visits, meals, repairs, planning, service, 

and the steady work of tending the life of the church. Still others move beyond our walls through      

partnerships, creation care, advocacy, generosity, and friendship.  
 

Again and again, I find myself thinking: there is so much here. So much history. So much faith. So much 

kindness, imagination, and desire to serve. So much possibility!  
 

One of my hopes as your pastor is that we will continue learning how to recognize, bless, organize, and 

share these gifts. The church is not only a place where we gather. The church is a body τ the Body of 

Christ  τ formed by the Spirit for the sake of the world. Each person brings something necessary. Each 

gift matters. Each act of care helps reveal the love of God.  
 

In the months ahead, we will keep asking important questions together. What does it mean for           

Federated to be a United and Uniting church today? How do we become a community where people 

know they belong? How do we help each person discover and offer their gifts? How do we carry ChristΩs 

love beyond our walls into the hopes and needs of the world around us?  
 

These questions are both spiritual and practical. They shape how we worship, how we welcome, how we 

care for one another, how we use our buildings and resources, how we serve our neighbors, and how we 

listen for the SpiritΩs movement among us.  
 

I am grateful to be walking this road with you. I am grateful for the Spirit Ωs fire among us. And I am  

grateful for the many ways this church already embodies the dream 

of God: many gifts, one Spirit, one table, one Body.     

 

With gratitude and hope, 
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