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From the Desk of Pastor Michael...  

Cultivating the Kingdom  
 

Summer has its own rhythm.  Gardens begin to bear fruit. Children prepare to return to school.              

Vacations wind down. The days slowly begin to shorten. Before long,  we’ll find ourselves                       

gathering  school supplies,  attending  football games  and  choir rehearsals, and  eventually, raking  autumn 

leaves.   

  

Church  has seasons, too.  This summer  we’ve  been listening to Jesus tell stories about seeds, gardens, 

fields, and bread. They  aren ’t simply lessons about agriculture. They are invitations to imagine what a 

life—and a community —shaped by God ’s Dream  looks like.   

  

A mustard seed becomes a place where birds find shelter.  A little yeast quietly transforms an entire 

batch of dough.  A merchant discovers something so beautiful that everything else is reordered around 

it. A householder learns to bring out  treasures  both old and new.   

  

These are not just stories about individual faith. They are stories about what happens when a people 

begin to share God ’s imagination.  That is what the church is for.   

  

Faith is more than  believing  certain things. It is learning to cultivate a way of life together.  Every time we 

gather for worship, we  are tending  the soil.  Every time we welcome a neighbor, we  are                          

planting  seeds.  Every shared meal, every conversation on the front porch, every hymn sung together, 

every game of softball, every act of kindness becomes another way God ’s kingdom quietly takes root 

among us.   

  

The church is not a collection of programs. It is a garden.  Some of us plant.  Some of us water.  Some of 

us pull rocks from the soil.  Some of us  gather  the harvest.  Yet, all of us belong to the same field.   

  

As we finish our series over the next two Sundays —Bear Fruit  and  Sow —I hope  you ’ll see these weeks 

not as the end of summer, but as the beginning of another season of growth. The harvest Jesus speaks 

about  is never simply  about  grain. It is a community learning to share God ’s life with the world.   

Perhaps that ’s why, after telling all these parables, Jesus speaks of a householder who brings out    

treasures old and new. Every generation receives the gospel as a treasure. Every generation is also 

called to discover fresh ways to embody it.   

  

This August  we’ll gather on the front porch, around picnic tables, in worship, and in service. They may 

seem like ordinary moments. Yet the kingdom has always had a habit 

of  hiding in  ordinary things: seeds, bread, fields, tables, neighbors.   

  

And  perhaps that  is God ’s own desire.  Not simply that we attend 

church.  But that, together, we become the kind of people among whom 

the kingdom can take root, grow, bear fruit, and be shared with the 

world.  
 

Ours the Journey,  
 

Pastor Michael 
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Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle  Our Circle groups will not meet in August. Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we'll look forward to seeing 

everyone again in September!  

Sit & Stitch  The Sit & Stitch Group continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in Room 340 . Join us for   

knitting, crocheting, and fellowship! We have plenty of needles and yarn available, and together we continue making 

prayer squares, prayer shawls, and blessing blankets. Whether you're an experienced crafter or just getting started, 

we'd love to have you join us.  

Helping Hands  Helping Hands will meet on Monday, August 24, at 1:00 p.m.  in the Lower Level Meeting Room. 

Join us as we stuff and sew cancer pillows for Hospice of the Western Reserve. We are looking for 9" x 13" pillow-

cases or neck pillow covers , and we have patterns available. If you can't attend, you can make pillowcases at home 

and leave them at the Angel Desk. We are also accepting donations of 100% cotton fabric  (at least one - third 

yard). Even the scraps from these projects are put to good use —we turn them into cat pillows! Thank you for       

supporting this meaningful ministry.  

Loaves & Fishes  Loaves & Fishes will be held on Sunday, August 30 . If you're able to bake 

cookies or provide snacks, please place them in the church kitchen by 9:00 a.m.  on Sunday 

morning and label them "Loaves & Fishes." Jim will likely be grilling this time of year, and if you're 

available to help serve, please give him a call. We are also collecting plastic grocery bags and   

Ziploc bags for the ministry. Thank you for your continued support and generosity!  

Thank you for your continued support —we appreciate it! For more information contact 

Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104 or            lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=Zjk0YjAwM2MtYWUwNC00YWQ1LTk1YmEtYjQ5ODAxNGIyOGY2


 

 

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

  

 

August 2– last names beginning with L & M  

 August 9– last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, & R  

August 16– last names beginning with S & T  

August 23 – last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, & Z  

August 30 – last names beginning with A & B  
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Wondrous Wednesdays  
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Generosity  
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Youth & Family  

https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZjU0NGFlN2ItN2IyYy00MjlkLWI5NmUtYjQ4MTAxMzA0NGNm
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ede6d417-6e0e-4bc3-a738-ce24b2bb0037?x_api_client_id=chrome_extension_viewer&x_api_client_location=share&locale=en-US&theme=light&page_theme=light&viewer%21megaVerb=group-discover
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-state-legislators-we-must-end-child-marriage-in-ohio/?source=direct_link&
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The Fryderyk Chopin Institute of Ohio presents a special summer concert held in the Sanctuary at    

Federated Church  on Sunday, August 9, at 4:00 PM  featuring Polish pianist Kamil 

Pacholec,  finalist of the prestigious International Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw and  laureate 

of the International  Paderewski  Piano Competition in Bydgoszcz. Praised for his brilliant command of 

the keyboard, Pacholec brings a program that explores the piano as an instrument of storytelling, 

tracing a path from poetic introspection to vivid scenes of nature, fantasy, humor, and spiritual     

transcendence. Though spanning the Romantic and Impressionist eras, these works are united by 

their extraordinary   ability to transform literature, visual imagery, and human experience into sound. 

Mark your calendars and join us for the special  event!  

 
For more details and ticket info, please visit https://www.chopinohio.org/upcoming-events 
 
Ticket page for Federated Church: https://www.chopinohio.org/events/summer-piano-series-featuring-kamil
-pacholec-1 

Community Partners  

https://www.chopinohio.org/upcoming-events
https://www.chopinohio.org/events/summer-piano-series-featuring-kamil-pacholec-1
https://www.chopinohio.org/events/summer-piano-series-featuring-kamil-pacholec-1


 

 

 
CLERGY  
  Michael Anthony Howard , Senior Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

76 Bell St. | Chagrin Falls | OH | 44022  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  
 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

 
 


