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From the Desk of Pastor Michael...  
 

 

I’m Glad We ’re In This Together  
 

Dear Federated Family,   

 

Well, these first four months have certainly been full! I ’m still learning names and figuring a few things out, but one 

thing has become clear to me: I am glad to be your pastor. I am growing to love this church, this community, and 

the life we are making together.   

 

On Sunday, October 11, we ’ll celebrate my installation during our morning worship service. Rev. Elena Larssen,  

Association Minister from the Living Water Association will lead the installation, Rev. David Long - Higgins from the 

Heartland Conference will preach, and my friend Will Fenton - Jones from the East Ohio Conference of The   

United Methodist Church will be with us, too. It will be good to have them here, and good to have all of us           

together.   

 

You might be wondering, “Haven ’t you already been our pastor for a while now? ” Fair question! We ’ve certainly 

been getting on with things. An installation gives us a chance to pause, make our promises to one another, and 

ask God to bless the ministry we ’re already sharing.   

 

It’s a way of saying, in the presence of God and our wider church family, “We ’re in this together. ”  

 

That ’s why I wanted to celebrate on a Sunday morning. Installations can sometimes feel like events mostly for 

clergy and association folks. But I want you there. These are our promises, and they belong in the midst of our 

worship and our life together. I also want you to meet some of the people who help make the United Church of 

Christ our denominational home. The wider church is made up of people who care about us, pray for us, and 

share in the work God has given us to do.   

 

For seven years, I worked with the Living Water Association, helping congregations learn to love their               

communities. I loved that work. And now, what a privilege it is to wake up each morning and pour that energy into 

one church —into you, and into the neighbors we get to love together.   

 

These months have given us plenty of opportunities to do just that. Whether we ’re thinking about confirmation 

and how we care for one another, serving food at St. Paul ’s through Loaves and Fishes, or spending time with our 

neighbors at Chagrin Falls Park Community Center, I ’m getting to know Federated by sharing in its life. I ’ve been 

grateful, too, to stand alongside you at community celebrations and solemn remembrances. There is something 

special about being part of a church that shows up.   

 

But what stays with me most is the people: the conversations, the stories you ’ve trusted me with, the laughter, 

and the chances to sit together when life is hard. Thank you for welcoming me into all of it. Thank you for your 

patience as I learn, and for the kindness you ’ve shown along the way.   

 

We have plenty still to discover about one another, and plenty of work ahead. 

We don ’t need to have it all figured out on October 11. We ’ll gather, sing, pray, 

make our promises, and trust God to help us keep them.   

 

I’m glad we get to do this together.   

 

With love and gratitude,   

 

 

Pastor Michael 
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Women ’s Ministry  

 
Circle  will meet on Monday, October 19 at 1:00 PM  in the Lower Level Meeting Room. We ’ll be making cards for 

the veterans in our church and assembling toiletry bags. We are collecting travel - size shampoo and lotion, small 

bars of soap, lip balm, combs, small packs of Kleenex, razors, white tube socks, and washcloths . Donations 

may be brought that day or left at the Angel Desk. We hope you ’ll join us for these special service projects!  

Sit & Stitch meets every Thursday at 10:00 AM  in Room 340. Join us as we knit and crochet prayer shawls, 

blessing blankets, and prayer squares . We have plenty of yarn and needles available, so just bring yourself and 

enjoy a morning of fellowship and creativity!  

Helping Hands  will meet on Monday, October 26 at 1:00 PM  in the Lower Level Meeting Room. We ’ll continue 

stitching and stuffing cancer pillows for hospice  while enjoying some good fellowship. We already have 80 pillows 

ready to be turned in next month!  Come lend a helping hand —we’d love to see you!  

Loaves & Fishes at St. Paul ’s  

Jim will be serving a special luncheon for Loaves & Fishes on October 25 . If you ’re able to 

make cookies or other snack items to share, please have them in the church kitchen by 9:00 AM 

Sunday morning . If you would like to help Jim serve, please let him know.  

Thank you for your continued support —we appreciate it! For more information, contact 

Lynne Kessell at 440 - 487 - 9104 or lynnekessell@gmail.com . 

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

  

October 4 – last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, & R  

 October 11– last names beginning with S & T  

October 18– last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, & Z  

October 25 – last names beginning with A & B  

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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Generosity  

October is Generosity Month! Gratitude Sunday is October 25th!  

 

We are kicking off our fall Generosity Campaign this month, and this year ’s campaign 

theme is  Mission – Momentum – #myfederated . Federated is our place to grow – 

our place to belong – our place to give – and our yes to God!  

 

Watch your mailbox for a letter and pledge card from Pastor Michael and the Generosi-

ty Commission. There ’s a stylie magnet you can put on your fridge or laptop to remind 

you to turn in your pledge card on Gratitude Sunday – October 25th. You can also 

pledge at any time by returning your card in the collection plate, mailing your card to 

the church or pledging online in the Realm app.  

  

We have accelerated the timing of the campaign this year in hopes of wrapping up by 

December 31st. Church Council bases our annual budget only on pledged dollars, so 

we encourage you to prayerfully consider your pledge on this accelerated timeline. The 

commission and council will be following up in November and December with emails 

and phone calls to make sure each household pledge makes it into the budget.  

 

We are so grateful for your time, talents and treasures that make Federated a vibrant, 

welcoming community – saying YES to God! Thank you!  

 

The Generosity Commission  

Ken Horner, chair, Thea Mozingo, staff, Houston Bowers, Diana Gardner, Maren Koepf, 

Ann Lentz, Michael Quintin, Joan Rieke, Judy Riemenschneider  

https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/Giving/
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Mission & Service  
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Youth & Family  
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Youth & Family  
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ede6d417-6e0e-4bc3-a738-ce24b2bb0037?x_api_client_id=chrome_extension_viewer&x_api_client_location=share&locale=en-US&theme=light&page_theme=light&viewer%21megaVerb=group-discover
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-state-legislators-we-must-end-child-marriage-in-ohio/?source=direct_link&
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B44ACAE2EA6F8CF8-65784492-souls
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CLERGY  
  Michael Anthony Howard , Senior Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

76 Bell St. | Chagrin Falls | OH | 44022  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  
 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

 
 


